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Cambodia 


Report on Hun Sen Remarks on U.S. Position 
PM011335 London THE TIMES 
in English 1 Feb 88 p 8—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[John Pedlar report: “Sihanouk Puts Cambodian Peace 
Formula to Being” } 


[Text] Prince Norodom Sihanouk, the former ruler of 
Cambodia, holds talks in Beijing with the Chinese Prime 
Minister, Mr Zhao Ziyang, today which could determine 
the fate of the peace initiative that has raised so many 
hopes in his war-torn country. 


The discussions follow a largely successful round of 
negotiations outside Paris between the Prince and Mr 
Hun Sen, Cambodia’s Vietnamese-backed Prime Minis- 
ter, who discussed the proposed withdrawal of 100,000 
Vietnamese troops from the country and installing a 
government of reconciliation. They are scheduled to 
meet again in Pyongyang in April. 


The two Cambodian leaders are now attracted to a 
solution between themselves, but both fear a backlash 
from the powerful, Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge forces. 


On Saturday Prince Sihanouk resigned as leader of the 
three-party Democratic Kampuchea coalition, which 
links his forces, the Khmer Rouge and the Khmer 
People’s Liberation Front headed by Mr Son Sann. His 
son, Prince Ranariddh, has taken charge of the Sihanouk 
forces. 


Both the Prince and Mr Hun Sen agreed that the Viet- 
namese troops in Cambodia could withdraw in stages 
and complete a pull-out by 1990. 


But it is still not clear how they hope to neutralize the 
30,000-strong Khmer Rouge guerrillas, who were 
responsible for exterminating millions of Cambodians 
during their reign of terror in the late 1970s. Mr Hun Sen 
told THE TIMES that Prince Sihanouk’s smaller army 
could not achieve this. 


Prince Sihanouk is expected to appeal to the Chinese to 
cease military aid to the Khmer Rouge and hopes to 
receive American backing for his e*forts to form a new 
government. 


The Cambodian Prime Minister said that Thailand 
appeared to be moving in this direction and would 
follow an American lead if a Sihanouk-Hun Sen govern- 
ment was to bring a withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Camb.udia. But the Prince has told Mr Hun Sen 
that China would never permit the dismantling of the 
Khmer Rouge forces. 


Both Mr Hun Sen’s and Prince Sihanouk’s associates 
spoke separately about the importanc of the U.S. posi- 
tion. 


ANNEX 1 


Outright U.S. backing for a negotiated solution—given 
the shift in Thailand’s position this would provoke— 
would make wt hard for China to soldier on alone. 
supporting the Khmer Rouge in the teeth of world 
opinion. 


Japan 


Takeshita Says No Plan To Revise Defense Pact 
OW 361245 Tokvo THE DAILY YOMIURI 

in English 29 Jan 88 p 1I—FOR OFFICIAL USE 
ONLY 


[Text] Defense Agency Director General Tsutomu 
Kawara said Thursday the recent Japan-U.S. accord on 
the creation of a joint study group for the airlifting of 
U.S. troops and equipment to Japan in the event of an 
invasion was necessary if the Japan-U.S. security treaty 
was to be effective. 


He made the remark in a plenary session of the House of 
Councillors in response to a question by Socialist Ippei 
Koyama. The question was part of general interpella- 
tions which started Wednesday in the House of Repre- 
sentatives on speeches by Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita and other key Cabinet members. 


Tokutaro Higaki, a Liberal Democrat, took the rostrum 
after Koyama. In the afternoon, Democratic Socialist 
Party Chairman Saburo Tsukamoto, Socialist Izumi 
Inoue and Japan Communist Party Chairman Hiromu 
Murakami questioned government leaders on their pol- 
icy speeches in the House of Representatives. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita said the government 
was not planning to revise the Japan-U.S. Statue of 
Forces Agreement in trying to increase Japanese spend- 
ing to support the U.S. forces stationed in this country. 


He said the plans to bear the entire cost of eight 
allowances being paid to Japanese employees of the U.S. 
forces in Japan were provisional and limited measures 
which do not require a revision of the Status of Forces 
Agreement. 


His statement was construed to mean that the govern- 
ment was against plans to bear even the basic wages of 
such Japanese employees by revising the agreement, in 
view of mounting demands in the United States that 
Japan should shoulder a heavier burden in the U.S. 
defense cost. 


The premier also reiterated his firm determination to 
carry Out tax reform through introduction of an indirect 
tax, which he called an urgent issue. 


He rejected, as he did on Wednesday, a proposal to 
dissolve the Diet to see whether or not the people of the 
nation wished for an indirect tax to be put into effect. 
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ASEAN Parliamentarians Meet in Kuala Lumpur 
OW300325 Tokyo KYODO in English 0307 GMT 
30 Jan 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Jan. 30 KYODO—Five Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) member coun- 
tries called for the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Kampuchea and urged Japan and other developed 
countries to open up their markets wider. 


In a statement, parliamentarians from the five countries 
express their “strong condemnation of (Vietnam’s) con- 
tinued occupation and colonization of Kampuchea.” 


It then demanded that Vietnam remove its military 
forces out of Kampuchea “in the shortest possible time.” 


Vietnam currently deploys an estimated 140,000 troops 
in Kampuch nine years after the start of its military 
invasion. 


Regarding peace negotiations between Kampuchean 
resistance movem leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk and 
Hun Sen, prime minister of the Hanoi-backed govern- 
ment in Phnom Penh, the national assembly members 
[as received] said they support the initiatives taken by 
the former Kampuchean head of state. 


The communique was issued at the end of a five-day 
General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary 
Organization (AIPO), which was held in a Kuala Lum- 
pur hotel. 


Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Sing- 
apore sent delegates to the meeting but Brunei, ASEAN’s 
sixth member, was absent. 


In an address opening the General Assembly Tuesday, 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad also 
rapped Vietnam, saying Hanoi’s military presence in 
Kampuchea “continues to be a source of great concern to 
(the ASEAN countries).” 


On other regional conflicts, the ASEAN parliamentari- 
ans sought “total and unconditional” withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan. 
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Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze recently 
said Moscow intends to pull out its forces from Afghan- 
istan by the end of this year. 


The ASEAN delegates said they hope a Soviet with- 
drawal will be “earnestly effected within the time 
frame.” 


Some 80 lawmakers from the five countries and 40 
observers from European Parliament, Australia and 
Canada participated in the annual conference. 


Touching on world economic problems, the AIPO Gen- 
eral Assembly communique urged “developed countries 
with strong trade surpluses to take bolder steps to open 
up their markets to imports (particularly from the 
ASEAN nations).” 


This obviously referred to Japan, ASEAN’s largest trade 
partner. 


In 1987, Japan chalked up a trade surplus totaling almost 
80 billion dollars. 


In another appeal, the ASEAN parliamentarians asked 
their counterparts in developed countries to resist pro- 
tectionist pressures at home. 


The joint communique specifically called for elimina- 
tion of meas restricting the entry of ASEAN’s tropical 
products into developed countries. 


Noting thai there are also imbalances in news and 
information flows between developed and developing 
countries, the General Assembly urged the news media 
in the ASEAN countries to promote intraregional news 
networks to improve news dissemination. 


The national news agencies of Malaysia, Thailand, the 
Philtppines and Indonesia are grouped together by the 
Organization of Asia-Pacific News Agencies (OANA). 
Singapore and Brunei do not have news agencies. 


AIPO decided to hold the next general assembly in 
Manila August 21-26, 1989. 
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Japan 


Spokesman ‘Deplores’ DPRK ‘Counteraction’ 
OW020227 Tokyo KYODO in English 0217 GMT 
2 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 2 KYODO—Japan deplores North 
Korea’s counteraction against a set of Japanese sanctions 
Tokyo imposed against Pyongyang last week for the 
November 29 loss of a Korean Air jetliner with 115 
people aboard, government spokesman Keizo Obuchi 
said Tuesday. 


Obuchi, chief cabinet secretary, told a news conference 
that North Korea has no right to take such action. 


Japan will persistently negotiate for the early release of 
two Japanese seamen held in North Korea for over four 
years, Obuchi said. 


North Korea announced earlier Tuesday what it called 
“resolute countermeasures” against Japan banning 
North Korean diplomats from making contact with their 
Japanese counterparts. 


The counteraction also includes cutting off talks in a 
third countries on the two seamen and banning Japanese 
government and business officials from entering North 
Korea. 


On January 26, the Japanese government issued a state- 
ment and said it “is convinced that the (KAL) incident 
was caused by organized terrorism from North Korea.” 


A package of sanctions detailed in the statement, strictly 
restricted contacts between Japanese diplomats and 
North Korean officials, banned government employees 
from visiting North Korea and imposed a str: ter immi- 
gration check on crews aboard North Korean ships 
calling at Japanese ports. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, in a brief talk with 
reporters, declined comment on North Korea’s counter- 
action. 


Takeshita only said he has instructed government offi- 
cials to study the North Korean action in detail. 


A high-level Foreign Ministry official, briefing reporters 
on condition of anonymity, said the North Korean 
action was clearly aimed at stirring up Japanese public 
criticism of the Tokyo government. 


The official said the North Korean countermeasures 
intentionally focus on the suspension of talks for the 
release of two detained seamen of the “No. 18 Fujisan 
Maru”. 
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“The countermeasures were clearly taken with the aim of 
encouraging Japanese public criticism against their gov- 
ernment and dividing opinions among japanese,” the 
official said. 


The North Korean countermeasures included a ban on 
contacts between diplomats of the two countries and an 
end to private contacts of officials of both nations in a 
third country on the “Fujisan Maru” case. 


The two seaman, Isamu Beniko, 57. the skipper, and 
Yoshio Kuriura, 56, chief engineer, have been in custody 
in North Korea since 1983. They were sentenced to 15 
years detention in December on spying charges. 


The official said the Japanese punitive measures 
imposed last week, including restriction of contacts 
between Japanese diplomats and North Korean officials 
in third countries, were taken in view of North Korea’s 
“organized terrorist action” relating to the KAL inci- 
dent. 


He said if Japan had failed to impose sanctions because 
of concern about the unsettled “*Fujisan Maru” case, the 
seamen’s case would have been even more difficult to 
solve as Japan would be regarded as “weak.” 


The government’ sanctions against North Korea are 
supported by the .apanese people, the official said. 


The government will continue to make efforts to secure 
the release of the seamen from a humanitarian viewpoint 
partly through the Red Cross Society or other humani- 
tarian organizations, he said. 


Government To Alter UN Approach in KAL Case 
SK010332 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0303 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 1 (YONHAP)—The Japanese Gov- 
ernment, reversing a plan to co-sponsor a resolution 
condemning North Korea for the bombing of a South 
Korean jetliner, is studying a plan to have the chairman 
of the U.N. Security Council (UNSC) issue 2 statement 
appealing for the prevention of recurrence of terrorism, 
a Japanese Foreign Ministry source said Saturday. 


Japan’s softened stand explains a perception that the 
Soviet Union, a permanent member of the UNSC and a. 
chief ally of North Korea, is highly likely to veto the 
resolution Tokyo was reportedly consider*ng to send to 
the UNSC together with the United States respecting 
South Korea’s position. 


The matier concerning the reversal has been under 
consultation among Japan, the United States and South 
Korea, ‘he source said. 
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Pyongyang’s chief al!*es, Moscow and Beijing, both cer- 
tainly reluctant tc support the resolution, would be 
inclined, however, to become responsive to an appeal for 
the prevention of terrorism, he explained. 


A resolution requires the support by nine members, 
including the five permanent members, out of the 15 
council members in order to be adopted while the 
chairman's statemei.t should get consents of all 15 mem- 
bers. 


The Unitec States is the chairman country of the UNSC 
for February. 


The source said it will take some time to obtain the 
chairman’s statement because the contents of the state- 
ment should require consultion by major UNSC mem- 
bers, including the Soviet Union. 


The Soviet Union exercised its veto right against a 
resolution following the Soviet shooting down in 1985 of 
a Korean Air passenger jet. 


In 1983, the U.N. General Assembly adopted a resolu- 
tion condemning North Korea’s terrorism on a South 
Korean presidential entourage and appealing [for] the 
prevention of recurrence. 


At the time, the issue of the resolution was not brought to 
the Security Council because the General Assembly was 
then in session. 


Takeshita To Visit ROK 24-25 February 
phy a. Tokyo KYODO in English 12850 GMT 
l Fei 


‘ ext] Seoul, Feb. | KYODO—-Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will visit South Korea February 24-25 to 
attend the inauguration of President-elect Mo Tae-u, 
government sources said Monday. 


The sources said Takeshita will attend the inauguration 
ceremony on February 25. 


US. Talks on Public Works Projects Planned 
ty = Tokyo KYODO in English 1207 GMT 
1 Fi 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 1 KYODO—A senior official of the 
Construction Ministry said Monday that Japan and the 
United States may possibly hold working-level talks here 
on February !8 and 19 regarding U.S. access to Japan's 
public works projects. 


Vice Ministe: Susumu Takahashi told reporters, howev- 
er, that the date is not yet certain since circun.stances on 
the U.S. side and the schedule of parliamcatary debate in 
Japan must be taken into account. 
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Al the coming talks, the U.S. is expected to demand 
access to a total of 14 public works projects centering on 
five airport projects, which include the expansion of 
Tokyo International Airport at Haneda to reclaimed 
offshore land and the second-phase construction of the 
New Tokyo International Airport at Narita. 


The problem of U.S. contractors’ participation in 
Japan’s public works is one of the sore spots in bilateral 
economic relations. 


t Reached To Boost USSR Exports 
OW021149 Tokyo KYODO in English 1117 GMT 
2 Feb 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Feb. 2 KYODO—Japanese and Soviet 
business leaders Tuesday ended a three-day economic 
cooperation conference with a joint communique stating 
that Japan will send a mission to Moscow to study the 
potential for increased Soviet exports to Japan and 
third-country markets. 


The four-page communiq"e said both sides confirmed 
the need of “improving the o‘lateral trade structure,” in 
which Japan exports low-t hnology products to the 
Soviet Union while imports from the Soviet Union 
consist mainly of natural resources. 


“The Soviet Union is now obliged to buy products 
equipped with sophisticated technology from other 
countries, because Japan conducts strict controls on 
exports of hi-tech products to us under COCOM [Coor- 
dinating Committez for Multilateral Export Controls] 
rules,” Vladislav Malkevich, who led a 40-member 
Soviet delegation, told a press conference after the bilat- 
eral meeting. 


“But the Soviet Union, which has no restraints on 
exports of high iechnology, wants to expand exports 
through cooperation with Japanese companies,” said 
Malkevich, president of the All-Soviet Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry. 


These objectives, the communique said, can be met if 
Japan imports products from Japan-Soviet joint ven- 
tures and “other advanced forms of economic coopera- 
tion.” 


Hiroshi Anzai, spearheading a Japanese group of about 
160 business leaders, described the bilateral economic 
meeting as “a starting line,” which set up a new approach 
to rebuilding the Japan-Soviet trade and economic rela- 
tionship. 


Anzai, chairman of Tokyo Gas Co., said Japan will make 
nositive efforts to send a mission to study the “potential 
of exports by the Soviet Union, for example, of machines 


‘to Japan and third country markets.” 
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Malkevich said the Soviet side struck deals with Japa- 
nese firms worth about 210 million dollars, including a 
140 million dollar contract on a large-scale synthetic 
fiber plant project, during his stay here. 


Japan and the Soviet Union reached basic agreement 
calling fur Japanese participation in the fourth eight-year 
Far Eastern Forest resources development plan starting 
this year, according to the communique. 


“There was no conclusion of new joint ventures during 
the bilateral meeting,” Malkevich said. “But several 
contracts on their establishment are expected to be 
signed by the end of this year.” 


The first Japan-Soviet joint venture, t 2 Igirma-Tairiku 
Co. with a capital of 460 million yen, will start produc- 
tion of timber chips as scheduled in March 1988, Malke- 
vich said. 


The I 1th joint economic conference has been postponed 
since early 1987 as a result of illegal shipments of 
militarily sensitive propeller-milling machines by 
Toshiba Machine Co. to the Soviet Urion. The exports 
violated rules of COCOM, a Paris-based watchdog for 
high-technology sales to the Eastern Bloc. 


GATT Adopts Measure Against Import Limits 
OW021519 Tokyo KYODO in English 1509 GMT 
2 Feb 88 


[Text] Geneva, Feb. 2 KYODO—The .Council of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
adopted Tuesday a recommendation for the removal of 
Japan’s quantitative import limits on 10 farm products. 


Japan did not object te a vote on the recommendation, 
but expressed its intention to maintain import curbs on 
two of these products—starch, and powdered and con- 
densed milk, Japanese officials said. 


It noted that the decontrol of these two items could deal 
a fatal blow to domestic producers, and questioned the 
council's interpretation of GATT rules regarding these 
products, the officials said. 


Japan is also concerned that the liberalization of the two 
items, which are subject to strict state control, could 
strengthen overseas calls for the decontrol of beef and 
rice — two vital “state trade” items. 


However, Japan let the council adopt the recommenda- 
tion by a unanimous vote, whic’: is required for any 
council decision. This represented a reversal of a posi- 
tion Tokyo took last December, when its obiect'on 
forced the council to put off action on the recommenda- 
tion. 
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Japan’s concession was apparently prompted by concern 
that any further opposition to the recommendation 
could isolate it in the international trading community, 
informed sources said. 


The Geneva-based 92-naticn GATT governs the bulk of 
world commerce. 


Japan is also afraid of being put on the defensive in the 
ongoing Uruguay round of GATT-sponsored multilat- 
eral trade liberalization talks, based on a decision at a 
meeting of trade ministers held in Punta del Este, 
Uruguay, in September 1986, the sources said. 


With the GATT adoption of the recommendation, atten- 
tion will now focus on Japan’s talks with the U.S. on 
liberalization schedules for the eight items te be decon- 
trolled and its measures to protect domestic producers 
who will be seriously affected. 


The recommendation is contained in a report prepared 
by a multinational GATT panel late last year about an 
earlier U.S. complaint concerning Japan’s import restric- 
tions on 12 farm products. 


The panel ruled that 10 of these products excepting 
peanuts, and beans and peas run counter to the GATT 
code. They are starch; powdered and condensed milk; 
processed beef and pork: canned pineapples; tomato 
ketchup and sauce; noncitrus fruit juice; fruit puree and 
paste; processed cheese; grape sugar: and other processed 
foods. 


Of the eight items to be decontrolled, Japan intends to 
lift import limits on those items which even now fall 
short of their import quotas effective fiscal 1988 starting 
in April, the sources said. 


But Japar is likely to face a stiff U.S. demand for 
compensatory steps concerning the two items, which will 
be kept under import limit . 


New Zealand, Australia and the European Community 
(EC), besides the U.S., are showing a keen interest in 
exporting powdered and condensed milk to Japan. 


Moreover, not only the U.S. but also other interested 
countries are expected to press Japan for the decontrol of 
starch. 


Therefore, Japan will have a tough time in its attempt to 
seek the international understanding of its agricultural 
import policy, the sources said. 
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Mongolia 


Ochirbat Speaks on Cooperation With CEMA 
OW011101 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0905 GMT 22 Jan 88 


[Talk by P. Ochirbat, minister of external economic 
relations and supply—date and place not given] 


[Text] Nineteen eighty-eight will be an important year in 
realizing the 5-year cooperation program between 
Mongolia and the Soviet Union and other CEMA mem- 
ber countries. In the new year, a total of more than 290 
projects will be built in this country by Mongolian and 
Soviet construction organizations. The volume of con- 
struction work performed by Mongolian building orga- 
nizations, with the technical assistance of the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries, is expected to go up 
by 41.6 percent. 


In part, it is planned to build and commission a carpet 
factory in the town of (Suhbaatar), a radio and TV center 
in Ulaanbaatar, an automobile technical maintainance 
station in Dzabhan, a felt and pelt boot industry, and a 
leather goods and fleece and (?stock knit) factory in 
Ulaanbaatar. 


Their construction will be carried out with the techno- 
logical and economic assistance of the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. 


Mongolia’s economic, scientific, and technological coop- 
eration with the socialist countries are directed espe- 
cially at expanding the capacity of existing enterprises 
and building new ones in the fie!ds of light and food 
industry and agriculture, training personnel, and carry- 
ing Out joint geological prospecting work. Mongolia will 
also cooperate in the elaboration of technological and 
economic foundations of projects, plans for construc- 
tion, and drawing up blueprints. Cooperation with fra- 
ternal socialist countries will also be extended in the 
sphere of upgrading existing enterprises to their pro- 
jected capacities and raising the quality of Mongolia’s 
export items. 


Mongolia plans to further, on a bilateral and multilateral 
basis, [words indistinct] program of electronization of 
the national economy [words indistinct] new materials, 
production technology, and biotechnology. These are the 
five top priority objectives in scientific and technological 
development of the council member countries up to the 
year 2000 and those of the 41st extraordinary session of 
the council held in Muscow. 


Radio Commentary on Seoul KAL Allegations 
OW011035 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0905 GMT 21 Jan 88 


[Station commentary ] 


{Text} Of late, the Seoul authorities have, once again, 
unleashed a provocative propaganda campaign against 
the DPRK. They have gone so far as to call on other 
countries to impose economic and political sanctions 
against the DPRK. 
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One cannot but take note that the present campaign is a 
premeditated and thoroughly planned act. It is designed 
at diverting the attention of the world public from the 
new peace initiatives of the DPRK, which are directed at 
removing the hostility between the North and South, 
achieving a national accord, and easing tensions on the 
Korean peninsula. 


And here is another fact of no less importance: By 
advancing their far-fetched accusations against the 
DPRK, the South Korean rulers obviously aim to pre- 
vent the North from cohosting the Olympic games. 


The realistic initiatives of the DPRK, which is actively 
working to mobilize the Korean people to achieve the 
peaceful and democratic reunification of the country, 
fin=s a positive response among the progressive South 
Koreans and the world public. The DPRK has proposed 
to (?hold) a joint North-South meeting with the partici- 
pation of representatives of the state authorities, politi- 
cal parties, and public organizations of the two countries 
to discv."s measures which would [ words indistinct] 
favorable prospects for achieving national accord, relax- 
ing tensions between North ind South, and reuniting 
Korea peacefully. These measures, proposed by Demo- 
cratic Korea, would include the cessation of large-scale 
military maneuvers, holding talks on disarmament in 
Korea, cohosting the 1988 Olympics by the North and 
South, and the cessation of mutual propaganda attacks. 


Seoul turnec up its provocative and hostile campaign at 
a time when peaceful constructive proposals of the North 
could pave the way for resolving the Korean question. 
The truth is that the South Korean leaders are least 
interested in a dialogue of peace, that they only strive 
toward confrontation and firing up tension on the 
Korean peninsula. This is clearly evident from the recent 
South Korean-American agreement on (?reiterating) 
tneir military collaboratica and the emergency session of 
the committee of the armed forces chief of staff in Seoul 
for the purpose of readying the South Korean Army for 
action. Pyongyang has rightly qualified it as a proclama- 
tion of [words indistinct] ostility with the DPRK. 


Pyongyang’s new proposals provided one more opportu- 
nity to resume the dialogue between the North and the 
South which is being looked forward to by everyone who 
stands for mutual conciliation, cetente, and peace in 
Korea. 


if the Seoul authorities really want a peaceful and just 
reunification of Korea—as they have been saying time 
and again—then there is no reason why they should kcep 
silent. 


North Korea 


Commentator Announces Sanctions Against Japan 
SK020245 Pyonzvang Domestic Service in Korean 
2145 GMT ! Feb 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 2 February commentator’s arti- 
cle: “We Will Counter Sanctions with Sanctions”] 
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[Text] On 26 January, the Japanese Government openly 
declared another hostile policy against our Republic, 
linking the incident of the South Korean passenger 
airliner to us and announcing that it would take so-called 
sanctions. 


In the wake of the U.S. announcement of so-called 
sanctions against our Republic, the Japanese authorities 
took such sanctions as restricting contacts between 
Korean and Japanese diplomats and as limiting visits to 
our country by Japanese state public officials and the 
entry of our public functionaries into Japan. This is an 
intolerably vicious challenge to the sovereignty and 
dignity uf our Republic and a criminal maneuver that 
further aggravates the strained situation on the Korean 
peninsula, which is contrary to the common aspirations 
and interests of the two peoples of Korea and Japan. 


As days have passed, the truth of the incident involving 
the South Korean passenger airliner, that it was a bur- 
lesque produced by the South Korean puppets and has 
nothing to do with us, has been further clarified. This is 
also acknowledged by many Japanese political parties, 
— and a broad range of people from all walks 
of life. 


This notwithstanding, the Japanese Government author- 
ities babbled about inflicting so-called sanct'ons on us 
without any evidence in tandem with the United States. 
This nakedly exposes that a despicable international 
conspiratorial scheme, which can never be overlooked, is 
lurking behind this. 


Through this we find reactionary collusion among the 
United States, Japan, and South Korea and the relations 
of the triangular military alliance among them, which is 
virtually working today and we can see through to the 
crafty and insolent aggressive nature of Japanese milita- 
rism, which has been revived and expanded as fully as it 
can. 


All facts confirm that when the South Korean puppets 
cooked up the drama of intrigue, the disappearance of 
the passenger airliner, under the behind-the-scenes 
manipulation of the Unitcd States, Japan joinec in from 
the outset. This was laid bare in full by the fact that 
despite that woman, known as the so-called culprit in the 
South Korean passenger airliner incic2nt, originally pos- 
sessing a Japanese passport, the Japanese authorities 
gave up their right to investigate her against interna- 
tional practice and handed that right over «o the South 
F.orean authorities so that she could be disguised as an 
uperative from the North. 


The Japanese authorit' es premeditatedly involved them- 
selves in the South Korean passenger airliner incident. 
This was graphically exposed by the fact that as soon as 
the incident occurred, they excessivly kicked up anti- 
Republic and anti-Choxgnyon rackets all over Japan, 
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groundlessly concluding that the incident was perpe- 
trated by our Republic and Chongnyon from the start 
when no facts about it had been brought to light. 


Even now an anti-Chongnyon campaign, including such 


acts as sur ely attacking many Chongnyon organs 
and sce. ‘inging upon the national rights of 
Kore: © omypetnots and students in Japan, and threat- 
ening ‘7 sta us. is being continuously waged in Japan. 
This : ‘iscent of the time of the massacre of 


Koreans perpetrated by the intrigue of the Japanese 
reactionaries when the great Kanto earthquake occurred 
in 1923. 


In history, the Japanese authorities have perpetrated 
countless conspiratorial maneuvers against our Republic 
in conspiracy and collusion with the South Korean 
puppets under the support of the U.S. imperialists. 


Fabricating the abduction of Kim Tae-chung in down- 
town Tokyo in broad daylight in 1973 and trying to 
blame us for it was nothing but a despicable maneuver of 
intrigue which the Japanese authorities and the South 
Korean puppet clique had designed beforehand and 
committed. 


Over the past 40-odd years, the Japanese reactionaries 
have consistently defended and fostered the South 
Korean military dictators’ criminal maneuvers of 
intrigue in an all-round way, exercising a hostile policy 
against our Republic by capitalizing on the U.S. imperi- 
alists’ policy toward Korea. The facts in this regard are 
immeasurable. 


Even today the Japanese reactionaries are cunningly 
running wild in the vanguard to drive a wedge between 
the socialist countries, realize the plot to concoct two 
Koreas, and perpetuate the division of Korea, babbling 
about cross-recognition and simultaneous entry into the 
United Nations. 


Also in the case of the missing South Korean passenger 
airliner this time, the Japanese reactionaries actively 
joined in the drama of intrigue when the United States 
and the South Korean puppets framed it to slander and 
calumniate us; to cope with the collapsing military, 
fascist dictatorial system of South Korea; and invent an 
excuse to provoke a new war in Korea. There is no way 
they can hide this. 


The Japanese militarists’ crimes have imposed all kinds 
of misery and suffering on our people and having plun- 
dered enormous amounts of property, exercising a brutal 
colonial rule in the past after occupying Korea, have not 
yet been liquidated. 


Responsible Japanese persons in authority are now unre- 
servedly spinning the absurd remarks that the colonial 
rule was deserved, while justifying the past aggression 
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against Korea. It is preposterous for the Japanese reac- 
tionaries to clamor about retaliation and sanctions 
against us, the victims, instead of atoning for their 
blood-stained aggressive crimes. 


It is obvious who should take sanctions against whom in 
current Korean-Japanese relations. 


We condemn the South Korean military dictators and 
the U.S. and Japanese reactionaries, who miserably 
victimized some 200 innocent people as prey to their 
sinister political purpose, as the ones who are subject to 
sanctions and (?punishment) in connection with the 
South Korean passenger airliner incident. And we indict 
them before the entire world. 


It implies a danger not to be overlooked that the Japa- 
nese authorities, while raving about imposing sanctions, 
said that they would take thoroughgoing steps in coop- 
eration with the South Korean puppets to prevent ter- 
rorism and to ensure the security of the Seoul Olympics. 
This means that there is a possibility, as we have already 
warned, that they will fabricate another shocking case of 
fabrication to ignite a new war against us. This would be 
done with cooperation among the United States, Japan, 
and the South Korean puppets under the signboard of 
security of the Olympics. 


We must take a resolute corresponding step [tanhohan 
taeung chochi] in connection with the so-called sanctions 
which the Japanese Government authorities have pre- 
sumptuously imposed. Beginning today at this moment, 
the diplomats of our country will totally refuse to deal 
with Japanese diplomats. Hence, the closed-door con- 
tacts being made in a third country between the diplo- 
mats of Korea and Japan in connection with the crew of 
the “Fujisan Maru No 18” will also be stopped. 


Because of the reckless act of the Japanese authorities, 
the prospect of solving the issue of the Japanese ship's 
crew has been made dark. Also, because of our corre- 
sponding step, the entry of government officials and 
political figures of the Japanese state into the territory of 
the DPRK will be strictly banned. In case Japanese, no 
matter who they may be, illegally intrude into the 
economic waters of our country, we will not generously 
forgive them as we did in the past, but will duly and 
legally punish them. 


The persons in authority of the Japanese Government, 
not giving up the habit of the era of their old colonial 
rule, recklessly make impure remarks against us. We will 
never tolerate high-handedness designed to trample 
upon the dignity and independence of our Republic by 
anyone, but will counter sanctions with sanctions and 
retaliations with retaliations. 


The Japanese persons in authority should clearly know 
that the so-called sanctions against us will result in the 
situation where they pick up a rock and drop it on their 
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own toes. Japanese militarism fattened itself by aggres- 
sion and war, and was brought to ruin by war in the end. 
If the Japanese persons in authority forget the lessons of 
the past and attempt to repeat the criminal history, they 
will suffer a more tragic end. The Japanese authorities 
should immediately stop the acts of maintaining hostility 
against our Republic and persecuting the Chongnyon 
and the Japan-resident compatriots, stop the cunning 
maneuvers to fish in troubled waters with the missing 
South Korean airliner incident, and stop instigating the 
South Korean puppets toward aggravating the situation 
on the Korean peninsula. 


The Korean residents in Japan are legitimate nationals 
of the Republic, and Chongnyon is a prestigious overseas 
civilian organization that speaks for their interests. No 
one should recklessly provoke Chongnyon and the 
nationals resident in Japan. 


The increasing openly hostile policy today of the Japa- 
nese reactionaries against our Republic is far from a 
problem confined to Korea but it is a problem directly 
connected with the peace and security of Asia. All the 
people of the Asian countries who experienced the 
aggression of Japanese imperialism in the past should 
heighten vigilance against the Japanese reactionaries’ 
reinvasion maneuvers that they are engaged in, while 
pretending to be a friend under the mask of an aid giver, 
and thoroughly expose their cunning and deceptive tac- 
tics. 


Our people, together with all the peace-loving people of 
the world, will closely watch the criminal triangular 
collusion among the United States, Japan, and the South 
Korean puppets, and will resolutely cope with their 
reckless aggressive provocative acts. 


MAC Offficial on Remains of U.S. Soldiers 
SK020541 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0519 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Kaesong February 2 (KCNA)}—The secretary of 
our side to the Military Armistice Commission sent a 
message today to the secretary of the U.S. side in 
connection with the fact that the latter requested on 
January 28 a transfer of the remains of U.S. soldiers 
killed during the Korean war. 


The message says: 


The U.S. authorities are entirely to blame for the cancel- 
lation of the informal individual contact between the 
secretaries of both sides for discussing the delivery 
procedures of the remains of dead American soldiers 
which was due to be held in the lounge of the Neutral 
Nations Supervisory Commission at 10:00 January 27. 


The United States is resorting to such a despicable act as 
impairing and insulting the sovereignty and rights of our 
Cignified republic with a talk about some “terrorist 
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state” and “restrictions on travels” after faking up the 
KAL incident together with the South Korean authori- 
ties and groundlessly shifting the blame for it on to us. 


It is only too natural that we decided to have no 
negotiations over the issue of the remains of dead 
American soldiers as a countermeasure against the 
unreasonable “sanctions” of the United States. 


It is impossible to solve the issue of the remains of GI's 
unless the United States stops the anti-DPRK smear 
campaign over the KAL incident and unless it withdraws 
the unjustifiable “sanctions. 


Among the remains of GI’s we have are those of Saun- 
ders Jack J. with the MPC [expansion unknown] number 
0-968472 and of Seaton Arthur L. with the MPC number 
RA [regular army] 57200941. 


They were unearthed last year by an organ concerned of 
our country at the request of some U.S. congressmen, 
veterans’ organizations and individual personages. 


After taking into consideration a notice that U.S. con- 
gressmen, Frank McCloskey, John G. Rowland and 
Robert C. Smith will come out to Panmunjom to take 
over the remains of U.S. soldiers, we have made prepa- 
rations for transferring them from a humanitarian stand. 


But for insolent behaviours of the U.S. authorities, the 
transfer of the remains would have proceeded with 
success. 


It is because of the United States that the way for its 
settlement has been blocked. 


Availing ourselves of this opportunity, we clarify once 
again that in case the remains are found they can be dealt 
with through the Military Armistice Commission 
according to the armistice agreement and the articles 
agreed upon but the issue of unearthening them does not 
belong to its function. 


USS. Called ‘Chieftain of Aerial Terrorism’ 
SK021026 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1017 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 2 (KCNA) The U.S. impe- 
rialists can atone in no way for the crimes they commit- 
ted against history and mankind while engaging them- 
selves in human butchery through a countless number of 
aerial terrorist acts, says NODONG SINMUN today ina 
signed article entitled “U.S. Imperialism Is the Chieftain 
of Aerial Terrorism.” 


It is just like a thief crying “stop thief’ that they 
launched a malicious anti-DPRK smear campaign call- 
ing the DPRK a “terrorist state” in connection with the 
KAL incident, and finally announced “sanctions,” it 
notes, and goes on: 
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It is the brazen-faced U.S. imperialists who are now an 
old hand at laying the blame for their criminal deeds at 
the door of others. 


U.S. imperialism is, by nature, a gang and ringleader of 
terrorism. 


Not satisfied with terrorism on the ground and in the 
seas, they are committing brigandish acts without hesi- 
tation even in the skies. 


Recalling their aerial terrorist acts such as the explosion 
of a Cuban airliner in October 1976, which claimed the 
lives of more than 70 people including members of a 
DPRK cultural workers delegation, a terrorist act against 
a Panamanian airliner on July 31, 1981, an Egyptian 
jetliner hijacking case on October 10, 1985, and the 
incident of the South Korean airliner “Boeing 747” used 
by them in their espionage against the Soviet Union, 
killing all its 269 passengers on September |, 1983, the 


paper says: 


The U.S. imperialists, as the main culprit of interna- 
tional terrorism, should be brought to international 
tribunal and face a stern judgement by the people. 


If they continue taking the road of terrorism and crimes 
in defiance of warnings by the Korean and other world’s 
peaceloving people, they would meet with stronger 
denunciation and rejection by the world people. 


SKNDF Statement Denounces ‘Team Spirit’ 
SK021021 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1010 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 2(KCNA)}—A spokesman of 
the “South Korean National Democratic Front” 
{SKNDF] on January 29 published a statement denounc- 
ing the criminal plan of the massive “Team Spirit 88” 
joint military rehearsal announced by the U.S. imperial- 
ists and the South Korean puppet clique, according to 
radio “Voice of National Salvation”. 


The statement says: 


The North recently put forward a proposal for the 
convocation of a North-South joint conference and is 
making sincere efforts for its realization. But the United 
States and the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group, turning 
faces away from all this, made public the plan of the 
“Team Spirit 88° joint military rehearsal which will 
aggravate tensions and increase the danger of a thermo- 
nuclear war, thereby totally challenging our people’s 
desire and aspiration. 


The United States and the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u 
group, fighting shy of our people’s demand and the 
North’s patriotic proposal, plan to stage the “Team 
Spirit 88”. This proceeds from a wild ambition aimed at 
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perfecting the preparedness to launch a nuclear war to 
deal a forestalling attack against the North and dominate 
Asia, and igniting a new war of aggression at any 
moment. 


The manoeuvres of the United States and the Chon 
Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group to hold a massive military 
exercise in South Korea, a venue of the Olympic games, 
clearly show that they are trying to use the “Seoul 
Olympiad” as a shield for another war of aggression, a 
means of accelerating preparations for a nuclear war. 


The “Team Spirit 88” planned by the United States 
together with the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group also 
seeks a purpose to stamp out our people’s fighting spirit 
against U.S. imperialism and fascism with a military 
threat and save at any cost the colonial fascist rule from 
its Crisis. 


The United States must unconditionally cancel the crim- 
inal plan of the “Team Spirit 88” joint military rehearsal 
and withdraw its troops and nuclear weapons from this 
land without delay. 


The Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group must discontinue 
the treacherous acts to plunge the fellow countrymen 
into the holocaust of a nuclear war, while seeking to 
provoke a war against the North in subservience to the 
foreign forces, and step down as demanded by the 


people. 


Daily Says South Abusing Talks Proposal 
SK310314 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2150 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 31 January commentary: “The 
Absurd Antidialogue and Antireunifica ion Remarks of 
the Splittists”’] 


[Text] It has been known that, proceeding from single- 
hearted aspirations to make this a historic year to effect 
a new turn for national reconciliation and unity, we put 
forth the proposal to hold a North-South joint confer- 
ence to discuss and solve such pending issues as diccon- 
tinuing large-scale military exercises, the arms race, and 
abuses and slanders, and took the step of delivering a 
letter containing its concrete details to the South Korean 
side. 


Our sincere efforts to convene a North-South joint 
conference embody the peace-loving stand and lofty 
patriotic spirit of our party and the government of the 
Republic to smash the state of blockade between the 
North and the South at any cost and to try to open a new 
phase in expediting peace and the peaceful reunification 
of the country for which all fellow countrymen eagerly 
aspire. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


If the South Korean persons in authority are interested 
in national reconciliation and unity and desire realiza- 
tion of the ardent aspirations of all fellow countrymen 
for reunification, they should not abuse our patriotic 
proposal, but prudently and sincerely deal with it and 
willingly respond to it. 


However, the South Korean persons in authority have 
taken an extremely insincere attitude toward our pro- 
posal from the outset. In its trends report submitted to 
the puppet National Assembly on 27 January, the South 
Korean Ministry of National Unification abused our 
proposal for a North-South joint conference as a trick to 
mislead public opinion in connection with the so-called 
missing passenger airliner and is aimed not at solving 
pending problems, but at causing national discord and 
political and social chaos. Testifying in the National 
Assembly on the same day, the puppet minister of 
national reunification spun absurd remarks that mali- 
ciously slander us. 


We cannot but take issue with this since the so-called 
person in charge of reunification : ffairs came out with it 
and found fault with the proposal for a North-South 
joint conference. As a matter of fact, his remarks are a 
challenge to our proposal for a North-South joint con- 
ference and a declaration of refusing dialogue with us, 
detente, peace, and reunification. 


The impure absurd remarks of the South Korean persons 
in authority against our peace-loving and patriotic pro- 
posal, and their attitude of refusing it, show that they 
have not one iota of national conscience, no interest in 
dialogue or peace, and no intention of genuinely solving 
the immediate pressing problems that have arisen before 
the nation. 


To turn this year’s situation on the Korean peninsula, 
which the people of the world are watching with deep 
apprehensions, in favor of peace and the peaceful reuni- 
fication of the country, the problem of discontinuing 
large-scale military exercises, the arms race, and mutual 
abuses and slanders—sources of discord, confrontation, 
and the aggravation of tension—should be solved and 
the problem of cohosting the Olympic games should also 
be settled. Since these problems are connected not with 
the interests of the authorities of the two sides or certain 
parties, but with the common interests of the entire 
nation, they can be solved in a fair and aboveboard 
manner only when the opinions of the political parties, 
public organizations, and individual personages, as well 
as the authorities of the North and the South, are 
assembled. 


This notwithstanding, the South Korean persons in 
authority have not only deliberately turned away from 
our proposal for a North-South joint conference, but 
have also groundlessly abused it in a vicious way. This 
lays bare once again the (?ugly) nature of less than a 
handful of national traitors, who fear fair settlement of 
the pending issues according to the general will of the 
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nation, and those who are being denounced as a group 
supporting a president elected by only a minority of the 
voters who was cooked up amid the opposition and was 
rejected by an absolute majority of voters. 


We cannot overlook that the South Korean ruling bunch 
is using the incident of the passenger jetliner, which it 
fabricated, as an excuse to Oppose our peace proposal. 


As soon as they received our letter containing the pro- 
posal for a joint conference, the South Korean puppets 
announced the fabricated investigation results concern- 
ing the incident of the passenger airliner, which has 
nothing to do with us, and frantically kicked up an 
anti-Republic smear commotion, clamoring about so- 
called punishment or a lawsuit. A deliberate and pre- 
meditated commotion aimed at finding an excuse to 
forestall and check the influence of our patriotic propos- 
al, this only exposes that the South Korean puppets are 
despicable human rubbish that resorts to all means and 
methods to mislead public opinion. 


Furthermore, the puppets have turned away our pro- 
posal to discuss and solve the problem of discontinuing 
large-scale military exercises—a pending issue to ease 
tension between the North and the South—and have 
instead planned to wage the “Team Spirit-88” joint 
military exercise, a provocative test nuclear war. In a 
contrary manner they have abused us, and, like a thief 
shouting “Stop, thief!” have said that it is not a proposal 
of negotiation to solve pending issues. We can never 
tolerate this. 


The brazen act of the South Korean ruling bunch, which 
seeks confrontation and war under the preposterous 
excuse of threats and provocations while refusing our 
peace proposal, cannot but be a mockery and deception 
of our people and public opinion at home and abroad. 
The criminal maneuvers of the South Korean ruling 
bunch, which is dashing toward anticommunist fascisti- 
zation, division, and war while objecting to national 
reconciliation and unity, graphically express the crises in 
the colonial and fascist rule and are nothing but the 
last-ditch maneuvers of those who sense imminent ruin 
and who are wrapped in uneasiness. 


Throughout history, there has been no example in which 
the military and fascist dictators, who have run counter 
to the tenor of the times while clinging to anticommunist 
fascistization and the policy of war, have been safe. 


The South Korean persons in authority must look 
Straight at the situation, give up the antinational stand of 
trying to aggravate tension in collusion with foreign 
forces, incite antagonism and confrontation, and end- 
lessly continue the division of the country, and uncon- 
ditionally respond to our proposal for a North-South 
joint conference to discuss and selflessly solve the imme- 
diate problems that have arisen before the nation. 
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South’s Response Criticized 
SK310826 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0814 GMT 31 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 31 (KCNA) —The South 
Korean “National Unification Board” in a “report on 
the situation” submitted to the puppet National Assem- 
bly on January 27 slandered our proposal for a North- 
South joint conference as an outcome of the “stratagem 
to mislead public opinion” as regards the KAL incident 
and something to create “split in public opinion and 
politico-social confusion,” rather than to settle the 
“pending issues.” On the same day, the puppet minister 
of the board in his reply to the “questionnaire of the 
National Assembly” maliciously vilified us. 


This is a challenge to our proposal for the convocation of 
a North-South joint conference and a declaration against 
dialogue with us, detente, peace and reunification, 
Stresses the press here today. 


NODONG SINMUN in a signed commentary says: 


The South Korean authorities’ rude statements and 
negative attitude towards our patriotic peace proposal 
show that they have not a bit of national conscience, are 
not interested in dialogue and peace at all and have no 
idea of substantially settling the imminent pending 
issues of the nation. 


We cannot leave the South Korean rulers to abuse the 
KAL incident, their own make, [as received] as an excuse 
for opposition to our peace initiaoive. 


No sooner had the South Korean puppets received the 
letter carrying our proposal for a joint conference than 
they announced the faked “results of investigation” into 
the KAL incident which has nothing to do with us, and 
launched a frantic anti-DPRK campaign, talking about 
“chastisement,” “indictment” and the like. 


They plan to stage a provocative test nuclear war, the 
“Team Spirit 88” joint military rehearsal, turning down 
our proposal to discuss and settle the discontinuation of 
large- scale military exercises as a pending issue for 
detente between the North and the South. Nonetheless, 
they charged that our proposal is not intended to settle 
the “pending issues.”’ We cannot tolerate their behavior 
like a thief crying “stop thief!” 


The South Korean authorities must look straight at the 
situation, give up their treacherous purposes of height- 
ening the tension, inciting antagonism and confrontation 
and freezing the division of the country in collusion with 
outside forces and unconditionally and honestly accede 
to our proposal for the convocation of a North-South 
joint conference aimed at discussing the pending issues 
of the nation. 
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A signed commentary of MINJU CHOSON stresses that 
the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group must ponder over 
the consequences of their treacherous outright denial of 
the proposal for a North-South joint conference. 


CPRF Comments on Talks 
SK310843 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0759 GMT 31 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 31 (KCNA)—/f they are inter- 
ested even a little in dialogue and detente, South Korean 
puppets must accede without delay to the most reason- 
able and (?specific) proposal of the DPRK for the 
convocation of a North-South joint conference. 


The secretariat of the Committee for the Peaceful Reu- 
nification of the Fatherland said this in its Information 
No. 433 which was made public on January 30 to 
denounce the South Korean military fascist clique for 
groundlessly slandering the DPRK’s proposal for the 
convocation of a North-South joint conference. 


The information said: 


In its “report on situation” The South Korean “national 
unification board” maliciously calumniated our pro- 
posal for the convocation of a North-South joint confer- 
ence as a scheme to “cause” a reckless debate on unifi- 
cation“, “divide public opinion’ and “create political 
and social disorder* and as a camouflaged peace offen- 
sive.” 


The South Korean puppets kept silent without a word in 
two weeks after we sent a letter containing the proposal 
for the convocation of a North-South joint conference. 
Now they brought forward an “official document” 
viciously vilifying the proposal. This is an open challenge 
to the people at home and abroad who unanimously 
aspire after early convocation of the North-South joint 
conference and an undisguised provocation against us. 


At a time when the convocation of a North-South jcint 
conference to discuss the question of discontinuing the 
large-scale military exercise is placed on the order of the 
day, the South Korean puppets took issue with our 
reasonable proposal without any ground and then 
announced a plan for the “Team Spirit 88” joint military 
exercise. This is a criminal move of opposing the convo- 
cation of the North-South joint conference and rejecting 
detente and dialogue themselves 


Daily Denounces South’s * ring Exercise 
SK021008 Pyongyang KCNA h 
1000 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February 2 (KCNA}—-NODONG 
SINMUN today in a signed commentary hits at the 
planned naval firing exercise in the sea southeast of 
Ochong Island off the west coast of Korea for a month 
from February | announced by the South Korean pup- 


pets. 
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Noting that this military exercise draws attention at 
home and abroad as it is part of the ““Team Spirit 88” 
joint military rehearsal, the commentary says: 


The U.S. imperialists and the puppets are firing loaded 
shells while moving and deploying armed forces for the 
“Team Spirit” war game. This foretells how frantically 
the “Team Spirit” military rehearsal will be staged for a 
prolonged period. 


The puppets are zealously resorting to the anti-DPRK 
smear Campaign, turning faces away from our proposal 
for the convocation of a North-South joint conference 
and shifting on to us the responsibility for the KAL 
incident, their stage-managed drama, and hold even a 
military exercise against us in league with the U:S. 
imperialists. This is, in fact, a declaration of overall 
confrontation. 


The puppets’ frantic war game proves once again that 
“dialogue” and “‘detente’’ much vaunted by them were a 
sheer lie aimed at deceiving public opinion. 


The puppets’ gunfiring in the provocative military exer- 
cise directed against the fellow countrymen in February 
is a deliberate and premeditated scheme to lead the 
situation to the brink of a war by aggravating the 
relations with us, threaten the patriotic and democratic 
forces resisting the military dictatorship within South 
Korea and extend their colonial military fascist rule. 


Open Market for U.S. Films in South Viewed 
SK011028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1022 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February | (KCNA)}—Students of 
more than 10 universities in Seoul including Seoul and 
Tongguk universities staged a demonstration on January 
27 against the crime of the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u 
fascist clique who decided to open market to the import 
of American and other foreign films, according to a 
report. 


They held a demonstration on the street in front of the 
Film Development Company in the central district, 
chanting slogans “Oppose opening of the market to the 
import of foreign films.” Then, they went to cinema 
houses in the city showing corrupt American and other 
foreign films and staged their protest demonstration. 


Criticising the puppet clique’s compliance with the U.S. 
pressure to open the market to American films, Radio 
Hanguk Munhwa on January 28 said: The seriousness of 
the problem is not only a sharp increase in the import of 
American films but also “massive appearance of vulgar 
amusement films inciting a sexual passion and vio- 
lence”. 
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The South Korean puppet Ministry of Finance allowed 
the U.S. monopoly film company **20th Century Fox” to 
make its way into South Korea with 100 percent single 
investment. Two U.S. film companies are now doing 
their full-scale business in South Korea. 


Delegations Leave for USSR, IOC Talks 
SK301038 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1029 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 30 (KCNA)}—A DPRK Gov- 
ernment scientific and technological delegation led by Yi 
Cha-pang, chairman of the State Commission of Science 
and Technology and chairman of the Central Committee 
of the Korean General Federation of Science and Tech- 
nology, left here today for a visit to the Soviet Union. A 
DPRK Olympic delegation led by Kim Yu-sun, chair- 
man of the Olympic committee of the DPRK, left 
Pyongyang today for attending the 93rd General Assem- 
bly of the International Olympic Committee [IOC] to be 
held in Canada. 


Daily Calls for Increased Steel Production 
S$K290412 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2123 GMT 26 Jan 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 27 January editorial: “Let Us 
Decisively Increase the Production of Iron and Steel in 
Conformity With the Grand Construction March”’] 


[Text] Today, as the grand construction march accel. :- 
ates vigorously, we face the important task of epochalily 
increasing the production of iron and steel. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Political Bureau 
Presidium and secretary of the party Central Committee, 
has indicated: Producing large quantities of iron and 
steel is key to promoting the overall national economy. 


Increasing the production of iron and steel is the key to 
rapidly developing the overall national economy and 
Strengthening the nation’s economic might. Today we 
are accelerating the grand construction march in the 
second year of the third 7-year plan by upholding the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song’s new year message. 


Now is the time to accelerate the production of iron and 
steel more powerfully than ever before, designating pri- 
ority over other domains. Only when we decisively 
increase the production of iron and steel! can we acceler- 
ate the construction of power stations, mines, and met- 
allurgical plants; push ahead as scheduled with construc- 
tion of the Sunchon Vinalon Complex, the Sariwon 
Potash Fertilizer Complex, and Kwangbok Street; and 
epochally increase the production of locomotives and 
freight cars. 
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We should decisively increase the production of iron and 
steel to accomplish the four tasks of the technical revo- 
lution—the introduction of irrigation systems, electrifi- 
cation, mechanization, and chemicalization of the rural 
economy—as put forth in the rural theses. 


Even more important is for functionaries and workers in 
this field, realizing their important responsibility in the 
grand construction march, to highly display the revolu- 
tionary trait of accomplishing the production goals for 
iron and steel assigned to them without fail. 


Today the metal industry sector is faced with the enor- 
mous tasks of completing the second-phase expansion 
project of the Kim Chaek Iron Complex within the first 
quarter period, of building a large-scale steel plant with a 
2 million-ton production capacity in the Chollima Steel 
Complex, and of building the Musan Mining Complex as 
a large-scale ore concentrate base. 


These important tasks are glorious tasks that the metal 
industry sector should firmly adhere to and thoroughly 
implement. However, one should not neglect or slacken 
the impending production of iron and steel. 


This year a lofty production goal for iron and steel has 
been put forth before the metal industry sector. This is a 
directive of the party and a law of the nation that should 
be unconditionally accomplished. 


All functionaries and workers of the metal industry 
sector should realize that only when they overfulfill the 
iron and steel production plan daily, every 15 days, 
monthly, and quarterly, can they vigorously accelerate 
the overall grand construction march and the work of 
creating their own production capacity and should fulfill 
without fail the production tasks assigned to them. 


We have a firm material and technological foundation to 
epochally increase production of iron and steel under the 
wise leadership of our party. The working class of the 
metal industry sector is a heroic working class that has 
set an example as the vanguard in effecting the great 
Chollima upsurge by upholding the party’s appeal during 
the difficult postwar days. 


if we vigorously fight in firm unity with the party as we 
did at that time, cherishing confidence in victory and 
revolutionary optimism and displaying the revolution- 
ary spirit of self-reliance for arduous struggle, we can 
overfulfill the assigned tasks by depending on the exist- 
ing technological production foundation. 


The question depends on the functionaries’ organiza- 
tional and political work. All guidance functionaries tn 
the metal industry sector, in particular iron and steel 
plants, should set lofty goals, and based on this, should 
thoroughly carry out the work of organizing manpower 
and ensurance work. 
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Even if difficult tasks are laid before them, functionaries 
should organize and mobilize the revolutionary zeal and 
creative activity of producers, deeply mingling with 
them, and should resolve all problems of every step. 


The position of the Kim Chaek Iron Complex and the 
Musan Mining Complex is very important in the pro- 
duction of iron and steel. Functionaries and workers of 
the Kim Chaek Iron Complex and the Musan Mining 
Complex, deeply realizing the importance of their mis- 
sion in producing the nation’s iron and steel, should 
normalize the production of iron, steel, and ore concen- 
trate at a high level by fully operating the facilities. 


Thus, they should boldly carry out second-phase expan- 
sion work of Kim Chaek Iron Complex and the work of 
building the Musan Mining Complex as a modern large- 
scale ore concentrate production base. 


Properly supplying raw materials and fuel are important 
demands in decisively increasing the production of iron 
and steel. The domains and units related to the produc- 
tion of iron and steel, including iron ore mines, should 
ensure, On a priority basis, the production of raw mate- 
rials, fuel, and energy, including ore, electricity, and coal. 


The railway transportation sector should transport, on a 
priority basis, the raw materials and fuel required to 
produce iron and should transport the produced iron and 
steel in a timely manner. At the same time, we should see 
to it that the work of collecting scrap iron is properly 
carried out as an all-out mass movement. 


As the grand construction march has been waged more 
vigorously, ore and stee! are required everywhere today. 
Functionaries of ministries and committees of the State 
Administration Council should be familiar with the 
increased demand for iron and steel and should work out 
measures to meet such a demand, thus carrying out 
ensurance work in a responsible manner. 


They should also strengthen the guidance of the party so 
that the tasks of producing iron and steel put forth by the 
party are implemented without fail by decisively enhanc- 
ing the role of party organizations. 


The party organizations at all levels and the three revo- 
lutions team members of the metal industry sector and 
the domains directly related to this sector and all fields 
of the national economy should more energetically wage 
political and economic agitation to organize and mobi- 
lize the masses into production of iron and steel accord- 
ing to the demands of the chongsanri spirit and the 
chongsanri method and should properly lead the func- 
tionaries so that they can organize economic work and 
command work according to the demands of the Taean 
work system. 


Our party’s expectations for the iron and steel fighters 
are great. The party members and workers in the metal 
industry sector should again effect a great upsurge in 
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production of iron and steel with such spirit and vigor as 
was displayed during the great chollima upsurge. Thus, 
they should highly demonstrate the heroic spirit of 
chuche Korea. 


Paper on Rural Technical Reveclution Tasks 
SK291024 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1006 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 29 (KCNA)}—NODONG 
SINMUN today comes out with a signed article entitled 
“To Carry out Four Major Tasks of Rural Technical 
Revolution is Worthwhile Undertaking for Complete 
Realization of Rural Theses.” 


The article says: 


In his new year address, the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song advanced the militant task of completing within 
the next few years the four major tasks of the rural 
technical revolution—irrigation, electrification, mecha- 
nization and widespread use of chemicals—in continued 
adherence to the rural theses and the agriculture first 
policy of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 


Comrade Kim Il-song said: 


“The theses on the socialist rural question advanced by 
our party is a programme that shows the absolutely 
correct way of building socialist rural communities. It is 
our party’s unshakable determination to complete within 
the next few years the four major tasks of the rural 
technical revolution—irrigation, electrification, mecha- 
nization and widespread use of chemicals—the tasks set 
by the theses.” 


The theses say that in order to remove the gap between 
the working class and the peasantry, the ideological, 
technical and cultural inferiority of the rural communi- 
ties to the urban communities should be eliminated. To 
this end, the four major tasks of the rural technical 
revolution set by the theses should be fuifilled and 
agriculture be industrialized while giving priority to the 
ideological revolution. 


The completion of these tasks firmly guarantees the 
complete victory of socialism through the removal of all 
class distinctions and the establishment of a classless 
society. 


First of all, it provides a material condition for the 
coriplete victory of socialism in that it makes it possible 
tu co ‘ert Cooperative property into public ownership 
and remove the gap between the working class and the 
peasantry. 


In order to remove this class distinction, the technical 
backwardness of the rural communities as well as its 
ideological and cultural backwardness should be elimi- 
nated and public ownership should establish undivided 
sway. Public ownership in the rural communities will be 


FBIS-EAS-88-021 
2 February 1988 


established only when the material and technical foun- 
dation of agriculture is put on the same level with that of 
industry through a vigorous drive of the technical revo- 
lution. 


The completion of the four major talks of the rural 
technical revolution provides a solid material condition 
for converting cooperative property into public owner- 
ship in keeping with the law governing the development 
of a socialist society based on collectivism. 


Only when solid material and technical foundations are 
laid and the level of the socialization of production is 
raised, can new development of collectivism be ensured, 
cooperative ownership be ripe on that basis, the level of 
the socialization of the means of production be enhanced 
and the exclusive domination of pubiic ownership be 
realized. 


The completion of the four major tasks of the rural 
technical revolution—irrigation, electrification, mecha- 
nization and widespread use of chemicals—makes it 
possible to definitely put agricultural production in a 
modern technical process and industrialize agriculture. 
This indicates a most correct way of laying a material 
condition for the undivided sway of public ownership 
and promoting the complete victory of socialism. 


It also makes it possible to fully satisfy the urgent 
requirement of our developing revolution for freeing the 
peasants from toilsome labor and radically increasing the 
agricultural production. 


It also makes it possible to settle the rural question most 
excellently in conformity with the specific conditions of 
Korea which is in a new higher stage of development. 


Under the specific conditions of Korea, we should take 
the very line of consolidating the achievements of the 
rural technical revolution, completing the tasks set by 
the rural theses—irrigation, electrification, mechaniza- 

on and widespread use of chemicals in the rural vil- 
_ges—and putting agricultural production on a solid 
scientific, technical basis. 


Daily Article Stresses Chuche Outlook 
SK011103 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1042 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February | (KCNA)—Dear Comrade 
Kim Chong-il further developed and enriched the whole 
content of the chuche philosophical outlook on the world 
ranging from the fundamental question of philosophy to 
the outlook, viewpoint and attitude towards the world, 
with his profound and unique propositions and scientific 
formulas, and evolved it in an integral system. 


NODONG SINMUN Sunday stresses this in an article 
by Dr. Kim Chang-won under the title “Our Party’s 
Profound Idea on Chuche Philosophical Outlook on 
World”. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The article says: 


Comrade Kim Chong-il’s work “On Some Problems of 
Education in the Chuche Idea” developed in depth the 
chuche philosophical outlook on the world with pro- 
found principles and unique propositions, in keeping 
with the new requirements of the development of the 
times and the revolution. Thus, the work made a distin- 
guished contribution to enriching the philosophical out- 
look of the working class on the world and pressing 
ahead with the cause of chajusong. 


The work gives a new scientific and theoretical exposi- 
tion of the essential distinction between the chuche 
philosophical outlook on the world and the preceding 
philosophical ideas. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau, and secretary, of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“The great leader Comrade Kim II-song has established 
a man-centred philosophical outlook on the world for the 
first time in history, an outlook which places man in the 
position of master of the world and clarifies the essence 
of the world and the laws governing its change and 
development.” 


The w. rk elucidates that the chuche philosophical out- 
look oi; the world is a man-centred outlook on the world, 
an outlook which places man, the dominator and 
remaker of the world, in the position of master of the 
world and views and clarifies all matters of the world 
outlook, including the essence of the world, the laws 
governing its change and development and the viewpoint 
and attitude towards the world. Herein lie essential 
characteristics different from all the preceding ones as 
well as its greatness, originality, scientific value and 
invincible vitality, it adds. 


The chuche philosophical outlook on the world founded 
by the great leader Comrade Kim Ii-song is a man- 
centred one which is evolved and systematized with man 
placed in the centre of philosophical study for the first 
time in history. 


As clarified in the work, man is the most developed 
material being, holds the position of master in the world, 
and plays a decisive role in the development of the world 
and in shaping his own destiny. Therefore, only when 
viewing the world with man at the centre can we cor- 
rectly clarify its essence and the laws governing its 
change and development. 


In developing in depth the chuche philosophical outlook 
on the world in the work, our party evolves from a new 
angle the content of the chuche point of view on the 
world and profoundly proves the reason why the man- 
centred world outlook is the most scientific one. 
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The work gives a profound explanation as to the reason 
why man holds the position of master in the world and 
plays the decisive role in its change and development 
and as to the laws governing the constant enhancement 
of man’s position and role in the world and the change of 
the material world out of human reach into a world 
serving humanity. The work uniquely clarifies that the 
chuche philosophy gives a scientific exposition of the 
essence of the practical world and the laws governing its 
change and development. 


The work gives a classical formulation of the basic 
mission of a philosophical world outlook and its progres- 
sive nature and vitality. This is another feat in develop- 
ing in depth the chuche philosophical outlook on the 
world. It also proves that the basic characteristics and 
superiority of this philosophical world outlook lie in the 
fact that it is a revolutionary one which shows the most 
scientific methods of shaping man’s destiny. 


The chuche philosophical outlook on the world raises the 
position and role of man in the world which are basic to 
the shaping of man’s destiny as the fundamental ques- 
tion of a philosophy and clarifies the philosophical 
principle which gives a perfect answer to it, the principle 
that man is the master of everything and decides every- 
thing. 


One more feat of the work in developing in depth the 
chuche philosophical outlook on the world is that it 
scientifically explains the three principles of this outlook 
and thus brilliantly testifies to the position of the chuche 
philosophy in the world. The chuche philosophical out- 
look on the world raised man’s position and role in the 
world as the fundamental question that should be solved 
primarily in clarifying the essence of the world today 
where humanity exists and the way of shaping man 
destiny, and gave a perfect solution to it. 


The work defines the independent stand and the creative 
stand as important components of this world outlook 
and considers them to be the fundamental stand and 
method in cognition and practice. This is another impor- 
tant contribution to developing in depth the chuche 
philosophical outlook on the world. 


Paper Calls for Spirit of Mt Paektu 
SK011046 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1028 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Text] Pyongyang February | (KCNA}—NODONG 
SINMUN today devotes nearly one whole page to a 
signed article entitled “Let Us Successfully Carry For- 
ward the Revolutionary Spirit Fully Displayed in the 
Thick Forests of Mount Paektu.” 


In the first part the article notes that the revolutionary 
spirit displayed in the thick forests of Mt. Paektu is a 
mighty ideological and spiritual weapon to be taken up 
by - Korean people in accomplishing the cause of 
chuche. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The article says: 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau, and secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“In order to complete through the succeeding genera- 
tions the revolutionary cause of chuche pioneered by 
respected Comrade Kim Il-song, we must learn and 
follow the noble revolutionary spirit of the young com- 
munists who, with respected Comrade Kim Il-song as the 
centre of unity and leadership, fought at the risk of their 
lives to implement his ideas and policies at the dawn of 
our revolution.” 


The revolutionary spirit our people are carrying forward 
today is the revolutionary spirit of Mt. Paektu, a great 
revolutionary spirit with which the respected leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song had imbued the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary fighters at the dawn of the Korean revolu- 
tion. 


This revolutionary spirit the core of which is boundless 
loyalty to the leader of the revolution established a new 
revolutionary view of life that the true worth of human 
life is defined not by life-span but by how faithfully one 
has fought for the party, the leader and the revolution. It 
also indicated on the highest plane ail the noble ideolog- 
ical and spiritual traits that could be displayed by 
communists in the course of the revolution. 


This spirit, a revolutionary spirit of chuche shining with 
independence and creation, based on the chuche idea, is 
a priceless one of universal significance in firmly estab- 
lishing chuche in ideology, in all fields of the revolution 
and construction and in any period and under whatever 
circumstances of socialist and communist construction. 


The revolutionary spirit of Mt. Paektu has an extraordi- 
nary attraction. Its greatness and invincible vitality have 
been fully proved through the past scores of years of 
revolutionary practice. 


In the second part it notes that the revolutionary spirit 
displayed in the thick forests of Mt. Paektu, a revolu- 
tionary tradition of the anti-Japanese siruggle, is cher- 
ished as a steadfast faith in the hearts of our party 
members and other working people and ws being suc- 
cessfully carried forward with the progress of revolution 
today. 


With the successful inheritance of the great fighting 
traditions and spirit of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
forerunners the tradition of the kindred unity of the 
leader, the party and the masses in our revolution has 
come to be defended from generation to generation and 
our party has constantly grown in scope and strength to 
be a revolutionary party, a militant party, the article 
says, and goes on: 
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By continuing to uphold the banner of anti-imperialist 
struggle from the thick forests of Mt. Paektu our party is 
bringing into relief its character as a revolutionary party, 
a combatant party. 


Our party, which fully inherited the revolutionary tradi- 
tions of the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle in 
which its participants fought the Japanese imperialist 
aggressors to the last with conviction of sure victory in 
socialism and communism and with revolutionary prin- 
ciple, is adopting a determined revolutionary stand 
against U.S.-led imperialists, leaving no room for the 
enemy’s economic, ideological and cultural infiltration. 


In the last part the article notes that to the communists 
and revolutionary people both the past and the present 
are precious and hopeful future is all the more precious. 
We should energetically push ahead on a new higher 
Stage with the work of learning from the noble revolu- 
tionary spirit of the anti-Japanese revolutionary forerun- 
ners, it says, and stresses: 


Above all, we should deeply cherish the spirit of absolute 
loyalty of the anti-Japanese revolutionary forerunners 
who held the leader of the revolution in high esteem with 
a revolutionary faith and fidelity, and should firmly and 
singleheartedly trust in and follow our party only and 
remain boundlessly faithful to its leadership, come what 
may. 


Noting that to hold higher the revolutionary banner of 
self-reliance on all fronts of socialist construction today 
is ONe more important requirement for living and strug- 
gling the way the anti-Japanese revolutionary forerun- 
ners did, the article calls for adding eternal brilliance to 
the proud traditions of self-reliance while accelerating 
the grand project for this year, a year marking the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of the DPRK. 


South Korea 


Plan To Condemn North at UN Rights Coimmission 
SK020233 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0222 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Seoul, Feb. 2 (YONHAP)}—The South Korean 
Government will renew its condemnation of North 
Korea for the bombing of a South Korean airliner at the 
Commission on Human Rights (CHR) of the United 
Nations, officials said Tuesday. 


Yi Sang-ok, South Korean ambassador to Geneva, will 
deliver a speech at the 44th session of the commission 
condemning the North Korea around Feb. 20, according 
to Foreign Ministry officials here. 


KAL Flight 858, a South Korean passenger plane, with 
115 people aboard disappeared over Burma on Nov. 29 
last year. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


A woman who was aboard the ill-fated plane on the first 
leg of Baghdad-Seoul flight told a recent press conference 
here in Seoul that she was a North Korean agent and her 
male companion had planted a bomb on the plane under 
orders from Kim Chong-il, the heir apparent and son of 
North Korean leader Kim Il-song. 


A number of nations, including Japan and the United 
States, have announced sanctions against North Korea, 
officially blaming it for its terrorist act. 


Six international organizations, including the Interna- 
tional Air Transport Association (IATA), have issued 
statements condemning North Korea, a Foreign Minis- 
try official said. 


However, this will be the first time that a South Korean 
official delivers a speech denouncing North Korea for 
the terrorist act at an international organization under 
the United Nations, he added. 


The South Korean Government will also send a delega- 
tion to the council of the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) to be held in Montreal, Canada, on 
Feb. 29 to impeach North Korea for its brutality, accord- 
ing to the ministry. 


Delegation To Present Copyright Plan in U.S. 
SK020301 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0249 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Seoul, Feb. 2(YONHAP)—In response to a latest 
U.S. threat of trade retaliation, South Korea will present 
its plan to step up the protection of U.S. intellectual 
property rights in Korea at the working-level trade talks 
between the two countries in Washington later this week. 


Sources at the Trade and Industry Ministry said Tuesday 
that the United States has threatened to invoke the 
Section 301 of the 1974 Trade Act again unless the South 
Korean Government take an acceptable action in regard 
to what it claimed the violation of the agree:nent reached 
between the two countries in 1986. 


The United States has claimed that the illegal copies of 
U.S. publications in Korea amounts to more than 2 
million volumes while those of U.S. video tapes are 
prevalent, according to the sources. 


The sources said the major agenda of the Washington 
talks will iaclude the South Korean Government’s plan 
to prevent production and sales of the U.S. publications, 
video tapes, and computer programs in Korea without 
copyright contracts. 


The sources said the two-day talks scheduled from 
Thursday through Friday will also deal with the Korean 
Government's measures to deal with the piracy in Korea 
of the brand rights of U.S. sporting goods and printed 
circuit boards for video game machines. 
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Also on the agenda will be the pending revision of the 
process patents applied by Americans to product pat- 
ents, according to the sources. 


Since the 1986 agreement, the United States has 
demanded protection of U.S. intellectual property rights 
for 1,139 items but has settled for 914 items through 
negotiations. The two countries have, however, failed to 
reach an accord so far. 


The sources said Hwang Tu-yon, director general of the 
Trade Cooperation Bureau at the Trade and Industry 
Ministry will leave for Washinton Tuesday leading the 
Korean delegation comprising officials from other perti- 
nent ministries. 


Polish-Japan Business Group Opens Seoul Office 
SK300223 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0203 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 30 (YONHAP)—A Polish-Japanese 
joint venture firm opened a branch office in Seoul 
clearing the way for direct trade between Poland and 
South Korea, government and business sources here said 
Saturday. 


A Tokyo-based Polish senior executive of the joint 
venture firm, Agropol, flew into Seoul on Tuesday and 
finished legal procedures the following day for opening 
of the Seoul branch, according to the scurces. 


The Seoul branch of the Agropol, a joint venture between 
a government-led consortium of some 20 Polish manu- 
facturing firms and Japanese enterprises, will go into full 
operation in February to become the first trade office 
representing a Communist country in this anti-commu- 
nist nation, the sources said. 


P. Mlodawski, who worked in Seoul for the opening 
office, told YONHAP News Agency that the bilateral 
trade between Poland and South Korea is expected to 
expand greatly through direct trade links provided by the 
opening of the Agropol’s Seoul branch. 


Meanwhile, South Korea’s semi-official Korea Trade 
Promotion Corporation (Kotra) have already obtained 
an unofficial approval from the Polish authorities to 
open its branch office in Warsaw, according to the 
sources. 


Mlodawski said he came to Seoul on Tuesday for prac- 
tical preparations such as office rent because he had 
already reached an agreement with the Kotra on the 
opening of the trade office. 


He explained the Agropol is a 50 to 50 joint venture with 
Japanese enterprises mainly serving as a Polish trading 
arm for the shipment of Polish food, chemical, agricul- 
tural and fisheries, and plastic products to Japan. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The Polish businessman, who said it was his first visit to 
Seoul, disclosed that his company has had transactions 
with Korean businesses before. 


Miodawski said after the opening of the Seoul branch, 
his company will deal with all the items available for 
trade through Korea’s general trading companies. He 
said the Agropol hopes to sell chemical products, foods, 
furs, hides, and machineries to Korea. 


A senior member of the Hungarian Chamber of Com- 
merce is also in Seoul to prepare for the opening of the 
trade office scheduled in March. Sandor Csanyi has had 
a series of talks with Korean traders since he arrived in 
Seoul on Monday. 


The Foreign Ministry has said East Germany and Yugo- 
slavia will follow suit soon. 


Economic Delegation To Visit Vietnam 
SK011126 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
1] Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] (Tokyo-YONHAP) On 31 January, KYODO 
News Agency reported that a !0-member delegation 
from Korean economic circles, including the steel and 
aviation industrial sectors, will visit Vietnam some time 
this week, quoting remarks by a Vietnamese financial 
source in Hanoi. 


The source stated that the Korean economic delegation 
is scheduled to visit Hanoi and Ho Chi Min City, 
formerly known as Saigon, some time this week and that 
the delegation will explore the possibility of economic 
cooperation between the two countries during its stay in 
Vietnam. 


Then, the source, noting that Korea is the largest 
importer of Vietnamese coal produced in Hong Gai, 
stated that Vietnam imports pesticides and fertilizers 
and other items from Korea and that the Samsung 
Group has already started producing color television sets 
in Vietnam. 


The same source stated that this year, Korea has again 
contracted to import 500,000 tons of Hong Gai-pro- 
duced coal. 


Academic Exchanges To Begin With Hungary 
SK300845 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0827 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 30 (YONHAP)—South Korea and 
Hungary, who reached an accord recently on the 
exchange of trade offices, have also agreed to initiate 
academic exchanges on the private level beginning this 
year. 
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Hungary is the first Eastern bloc nation to open aca- 
demic exchanges with South Korea, a staunch anti- 
communist nation that fought a bitter fratricidal war 
with its communist brother, North Korea, 1950-53. 
South Korea has no formal ties with any of communist 
nations. 


The institute of East and West studies at Yonsei Univer- 
sity, one of the most prestigious private universities in 
Seoul, announced Saturday that it has agreed with the 
Hungarian Academy of Science’s Institute of World 
Economics on bilateral exchange of academic confer- 
ences on a regular basis. 


Under the agreement, the two sides will hold their first 
joint meeting in Budapest in April to discuss bilateral 
economic and cultural issues, a spokesman for the Yon- 
sei institute said. 


A memorandum calling for joint researches in culture 
and economic planning and management of the two 
countries was exchanged between the institute and two 
visiting Hungarian scholars, the spokesman said. 


Bela Kada, scientific director of the Hungarian Academy 
of Science’s Institute of World Economy Economics, and 
Jeno Hamori, institute researcher, were in Seoul last 
October to participate as observers in a Korean-German 
academic conference organized by Yonsei University. 


Japan’s Nakasone To Visit 10 February 
SK020825 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0735 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Seoul, Feb. 2 (YONHAP)}—Former Japanese 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone will visit here on 
Feb. 10 at the invitation of Korean President Chon 
Tu-hwan, presidential spokesman Choe Chae-uk said 
Tuesday. 


During his three-day stay here, Nakasone will pay a 
courtesy call on President Chon at Chongwadae, the 
presidential mansion, and will also meet with President- 
elect No Tae-u to exchange views on a wide range of 
matters of common concern to Tokyo and Seoul. 


Nakasone is accompanied by his wife and a group of 
Japanese ruling Liberal Democratic Party lawmakers. 


Meanwhile, Chon is to step down Feb. 25 at the end of 
his single, seven-year term. He will be succeeded by No. 


Student Reported Missing in Paris 
SK300113 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
30 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] A Korean student has been missing in France 
since Jan. 19 and the French police are investigating the 
case, it was learned yesterday. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


According to a report sent from the Korean Embassy in 
Paris, the missing student is Yi Yong-paek, 27, who was 
studying at Lille University in the suburbs of the French 
capital. 


He majored in mathematics at Seoul National Univer- 
sity and its graduate school and went to France in 
September, 1987. 


His disappearance was first reported to the Korean 
Embassy in Paris on Jan 25 by Marc Henry, a Paris 
resident, who said he found Yi’s handbag on his boat in 
the Seine on Jan. 20. 


Henry was quoted as saying that he heard his dog 
barking at dawn on Jan. 20 and picked up the bag when 
he woke up for his morning walk. 


Earlier, Yi’s family member in Korea telephoned the 
embassy in Paris, asking for the protection of Yi, the 
Foreign Ministry here revealed. 


The bag contained a notebook and Yi's identification 
card issued by the authorities of Lille University, the 
embassy report said. It also said Yi himself telephoned 
the Korean Embassy in Paris on Jan. 19. 


He was quoted as saying, “I have been shadowed by an 
Oriental student and my personal security is threatened. 
And I have lost my bag containing my passport.” 


An official at the ministry said that the Korean Embassy 
told him to come to the embassy but he did not. 


It was also learned that Yi attempted suicide by threat- 
ening to throw himself from his fourth floor dormitory 
room about three weeks ago but was deterred by a 
Chinese student living next door. 


Pierre Richir, who is responsible for the dormitory 
management, told the Korean Embassy staff that Yi had 
appeared somewhat abnormai since three weeks ago. 


Meanwhile, Yi’s family members in the city of Kwangm- 
yong on the outskirts of Seoul, revealed that they 
received a phone call from Yi on Jan. 19. 


They quoted him as saying, “I will go to Paris to register 
with the Korean Embassy. I lost my passport but recov- 
ered and I cannot sleep in fear that other students will do 
harm to me.” 


The Korean Embassy in Paris reported that Yi has not 
registered with them and was so unsociable that he had 
no friendly relationship with any of the six Korean 
students also studying at Lille University. 


The embassy considers the possibility that Yi committed 
suicide in the Seine in agony for not being able to adapt 
himself to life in Paris. 


FBIS-EAS-38-021 
2 February 1988 


Chon Tu-hwan Addresses News Conference 
SK010655 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Opening statement by ROK President Chon Tu-hwan 
during his news conference with foreign reporters based 
in Seoul and Tokyo held at Chongwadae on 25 Janu- 
ary—recorded] 


[Text] Foreign reporters from various countries of the 
world: 


I am very pleased to have you here and to talk with you. 
I am gratefui, in particular because many foreign report- 
ers, who are based in Tokyo, Japan, are participating in 
my news conference. 


I am very sorry for not having frequent opportunities to 
meet you, the reporters, during my term as president. 
Thank you for your eager and attentive efforts in report- 
ing on the Korean situation. I am also very grateful to 
our allies for extending much encouragement during my 
term in office. 


As you well know, as stipulated in our Constitution, | am 
scheduled to retire from the presidency on 24 February 
afier serving a single 7-year term in office and transfer 
the presidency to the president-elect, selected in the 
December, 1987, election. Seeking security, economic 
stability, and political development without hindering 
growth was the most difficult task during my 7-year term 
in office. If security is imperiled and if the economy 
collapses as we seek democratic development, it would 
present a very bad situation. Therefore, the government 
has made efforts to meet various demands, while main- 
taining security and stability. Our people also chose 
reform and development amidst stability in the recent 
presidential election. 


Korea is marking the flowering of democracy in earnest, 
based on the strong foundation of free democratic forces. 
I] am proud of the might of our people for attaining such 
political and economic development. | believe that with 
pride and confidence in such development, our people 
are generally optimistic about their future. I am confi- 
dent that you, the foreign reporters, will become wit- 
nesses who will watch and record in history the bright 
future of Korea. I am also confident that you, the 
reporters, will deal with the bright and positive aspects of 
Korea in evaluating and reporting on the Korean situa- 
tion. I will now answer your questions. Thank you. 


[applause] 


Answers Reporters Questions 
SK300201 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
30 Jan 88 p 2 


“Excerpts” from Chon Tu-hwan question and answer 
session with 100 foreign reporters at Chongwadae on 29 
January] 


[Text] Question: Despite outstanding economic growth 
during your presidency, questions were raised with 
regard to legitimacy. Do you think it is possible the 
military will step in again? 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Answer: To answer your question directly, I believe it 
will never happen again. 


Should it happen again, Korea would experience a repeat 
of its unfortunate history. 


You raised a question about the legitimacy of the Fifth 
Republic. 


Let me begin with the background of the Fifth Republic’s 
inauguration. 


President Pak Chong-hui died suddenly in October 
1979, creating uncontrollable political and social unrest 
in Korea. 


Martial law was declared the night President Pak died. 


Against this backdrop, a new governmeni was inaugu- 
rated in the lawful and democratic procedure laid down 
by the then constitution and statutes. 


Later, a referendum was held for the adoption of a new 
constitution for the Fifth Republic. It was approved by 
91 percent of votes cast. The voting rate was 95 percent. 


Under the constitution, elections were held to reflect the 
wishes of the people. I do not think the government 
created in this manner had any legitimacy problem. 


But such a controversy came out of Korea's political 
climate. I don’t think it matters to people well versed in 
democratic procedures. 


Let me talk about the December presidential election by 
direct popular voting as was demanded by the opposi- 
tion. 


Candidate No Tae-u was elected with an overwhelming 
margin. But you will remember what opposition candi- 
dates said about the election outcome instead of accept- 
ing it and sending bouquets to the winner. 


Because the next president was elected by direct popular 
voting, reflecting the wishes of the people, there cannot, 
and should not, be a controversy over legitimacy. Q: The 
unfortunate Kwangju incident was caused before you 
took office. What do you think about it? A: The incident 
was caused amid efforts to settle the -vorst-cver crisis 
which threatened the existence of the nation. It was a 
very unfortunate and regrettable incident. 


I hope that the scars left by the incident will be healed as 
soon as possible so that the people are no longer worried 
by matters arising from it. 


I also hope that Kwangju citizens and political leaders 
join hands to solve the issue. Q: If you were thrown back 
to 1979, how would you start again? And please tell us 
about your plan after retirement. A: Honestly speaking, I 


a 


FBIS-EAS-88-021 
2 February 1988 


wouldn't like to be thrown back to 1979. The reason is 
that the nation faced a very difficult situation at that 
time and the people were distressed. 


At that time, I did not have the slightest intention to 
become the president. I neither specialized in politics 
nor had any interest in it. 


As for the question about my plan if | were thrown back 
to 1979, I will give an answer in private after dwelling 
upon it at my leisure after retirement. (He laughed.) 


My term of office expires in 26 days. Upon leaving this 
presidential residence, I'd like to take a good rest with 
my family. As a president who did not want to be 
president, | was kept busier and more tired than other 
presidents who desired the office. 


I] want to read books, write my memoirs and freely travel 
here and there. 


In Korea, the president is a man who is most deprived of 
freedom. When I leave office, I will restore my deprived 
freedom. 


These days, I and my family are pleased to move from 
here to a new home. We often sit late talking about home 
life. Q: You said south and north Korea in the long run 
would be able to foster a relationship of peaceful coex- 
istence. Then, what’s your short-term prediction about 
the development of inter-Korea relations before the 
Olympics? A: North Korea might resort to terrorism and 
any other means to disrupt the Olympics. I don’t expect 
north Korea to change its policy and decide to partici- 
pate in the Seoul Games. 


But, we are fully prepared to crush any disruptive 
activities by the north. I can say for sure that safety will 
be guaranteed for athletes and tourists during the Olym- 
pics. 


I’m worried that the Soviet military build-up in the Far 
East might help encourage north Korea to invade the 
south. 


Fortunately, however, the Soviet Union, China and most 
other Communist countries have decided to attend the 
Games. Considering this, Pyongyang might be further 
isolated in the international community. 


With the south expected to continue its growth in 
economy and various other fields, the gap in national 
power between the two sides would be greater in the 
years to come. 


North Korea spends 24 percent of its GNP, which is less 
than $20 billion, for military purposes and its economy 
is on the verge of collapse. My prediction is that the 
north would have no other choice but to pursue open 
policies. 
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Considering these factors, the inter-Korea dialogue may 
resume in 1989, or in the early 1990s at the latest. 


What is most important in inter-Korea relations is the 
restoration of mutual trust. Mutual trust will help foster 
a basis for peaceful coexistence, and ultimately national 
reunification. Q: Will you talk about the most memora- 
ble achievement during your presidency, and the most 
regrettable incident? And what score would you give 
yourself as the President? A: I think I have done many 
things. (Smiling) | am disappointed that you asked me to 
pick only one thing. But I will tell you about two of my 
achievements. One is the nation’s first scheduled peace- 
ful change of power, and the other is the doubling of the 
gross national product. 


At the time of my inauguration, the GNP stood at $60 
billion. It doubled to $120 billion in 1987. I feel really 
proud of these two things. 


There were also many events for which I felt sorrow and 
bitter. One of them was the north Korea-engineered 
bombing in Rangoon of 1983 which took the lives of 17 
innocent people, including several cabinet members. | 
still don’t know how to console the bereaved families. 


It is difficult to evaluate oneself. I hope you do the job on 
behalf of me and secretly send me the score. 


Opposition Parties Agree To Continue Talks 
SK300239 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
30 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] The three opposition parties yesterday failed to 
narrow their differences and produce a single draft 
revision to the parliamentary clection law. 


Negotiators from the Reunification Democratic Party, 
the Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] and the New 
Democratic Republican Party [NDRP] met for the first 
time but could not reach an agreement concerning the 
format of the general elections. 


The officials, however, agreed to jointly refuse the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party’s format of electing one to four 
candidates from each district. 


They also agreed to discontinue separate party-to-party 
negotiations with the DJP and instead hold joint meet- 
ings in which all four parties are represented. 


A second round of negotiations on the revision of the 
parliamentary election law will begin from Feb. |. The 
ruling DJP plans to hammer out a draft revision by Feb. 
i0. 
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At yesterday's meeting, negotiators from the RDP and 
the NDRP maintained that a plural-member district 
system which elects two or three candidates from a 
constituency is the most appropriate scheme for the 
nation, while their counterparts from the PPD stuck to 
the single-member format. 


Given the sharp confrontation over the critical issue of 
election format, the three opposition parties are unlikely 
to agree to a single revision draft unless they make 
dramatic compromise. 


But the negotiators decided to continue their meetings to 
form a common front in the negotiations with the ruling 


party. 


They were in one voice in criticizing the ruling party 
draft. The DJP scheme is, they said, to monopolize 
Assembly seats in rural constituencies while at the same 
time sharing seats with the opposition in urban areas 
where it is not expected to fare well. 


They also accused the ruling party of carrying out the 
negotiations through separate mectings with each oppo- 
sition party. The DJP, they said, deceived the opposition 
parties by taking advantage of the fact that the party-to- 
party meetings were held in secret. 


In the second series of talks scheduled to start from the 
next month, the ruling party is expected to put forward a 
modified plan in which one to three candidates are 
elected from a district. It is reportedly considering reduc- 
ing the number of single-member districts and increasing 
two-member and three-member constituencies. 


Then, the DJP plan would turn out to be something not 
altogether unacceptable to the RDP and NDRP, though 
they will demand more plural-member districts. The 
PPD, which has upheld the single-member format, is 
expected to draw back on its stance and agree to the DJP 
draft. 


DJP Compromises on Constituency Size 

S$K020145 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 

2 Feb 88 p 1 , 

[Text] The ruling party has decided to increase the 
number of medium-sized districts electing two lawmak- 
ers by 31 to a total of 72 to compromise with Kim 
Yong-sam and Kim Chong-pil’s parties which are stick- 
ing to their medium constituency demands. 


Democratic Justice Party negotiators adopted their “‘fi- 
nal” proposal for a new parliamentary election law in a 
Strategy meeting Sunday, urging the three opposition 
parties to come up with a unified formula by tomorrow. 


The compromise plan will be formally presented to 
interpartisan talks tomorrow with the other alternative 
to the present constituency system, DJP spokesman Yu 
Kyong-hyon told reporters yesterday. 
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informed party sources said that the other option given 
to the opposition would be a small constituency system, 
favored my Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD], under which one lawmaker is elected 
from each (smaller) district. 


Rep. Yu said, “We will decrease the number of small 
districts by 31 and turn them into medium-scale ones as 
the final formula in a compromise with the opposition 
demands.” 


The original DJP formula, a mixture of small and 
medium constituencies, features 161 constituencies with 
population ranging from 71,000 to 250,000 electing one 
lawmaker, 41 constituencies with 250,000-500,000 elec- 
tors electing two and nine constituencies with popula- 
tions of over 500,000 electing three. 


Despite the “final” offer, the number of small districts 
may further be reduced to some 110 in a last-ditch 
compromise, informed sources said. In such case, the 
number of medium-sized electoral districts will be raised 
to 100. 


Receiving a report on the Sunday decision, president- 
elect No Tae-u told DJP chief negotiator Sim Myong-po 
to accept “as many opposition demands as possible.” 


Kim Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party was 
reported to be calling for the slash of small districts to a 
two-digit number, an offer which DJP negotiators 
described as “not even imaginable.” 


The rival parties had earlier been determined to finish 
revision talks before the opening of a seven-day parlia- 
mentary session on Feb. 10 but it is still doubtful if they 
will be able to iron out broad disagreements on the 
constituency system acutely reflecting their separate 
interests. 


Rep. Sim, currently secretary general of the ruling party 
said, ““We do not expect that we can reach a complete 
compromise with the three opposition parties now at 
odds with each other.” 


When asked about what they would do if both formulas 
are rejected by the opposition, he reaffirmed a previous 
DJP position to pass the amendment to the election law 
by means of the DJP’s majority strength. 


“A vote is, as is well known, a most democratic way of 
handling sticky issues.” 


Both the RDP with 52 parliamentary seats and the PPD 
with 25 seats immediately turned down the revised DJP 
draft, recommitting themselves to their own formulas. 


After an expanded meting of RDP executives, spokes- 
man Kim Tae-yong flatly said that the party would not 
consider the DJP plan unless it totally gives up the small 
constituencies. 
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Meanwhile, the PPD demanded that the ruling party 
scrap the partly medium-sized formula and support its 
scheme, “widely preferred by the electorate and best fit 
to the Korean political situation as proven in the past.” 


DJP floor leader Yi Tae-sun rescheduled the deadline on 
the passage of the amendment bill for Feb. 16, six days 
later than the initial plan, vowing to exert “all-out” 
efforts for compromise. 


89 Dissidents To Join PPD, Demand Power Share 
SK020149 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
2 Feb 88 p 1 


[Text] Eighty-nine dissidents yesterday expressed their 
intention to join the Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD] but they demanded the assurance of a “*50 percent 
share” in the party before their entry. 


Representatives of the dissidents submitted their inten- 
tion to join the party and the conditions for their entry to 
PPD president Kim Tae-chung. 


They include professors, lawyers, human rights activists, 
representatives of farmers and workers’ organizations 
and the urban poor, religious leaders and 40 former 
student activists. 


Prominent among them are Prof. Mun Tong-hwan, 
lawyer Yi Sang-su, So Kyong-won former chairman of 
the Catholic Farmers Association, Rev. Ko Yong-kun 
and Mrs. Pae Un-sim, mother of Yi Han-yol, a Yonsei 
University student who was killed last year by police- 
fired tear gas shell. 


They demanded that the PPD adopt the collective lead- 
ership system under which 50 percent of the PPD 
decision-making body will be controlled by themselves. 


As part of the 50 percent share, they also requested that 
an equal number of PPD lawmakers and dissidents form 
a joint screening committee to select candidates for the 
national Assembly election. 


They also called on the PPD to hold a national conven- 
tion before the forthcoming legislative election to revise 
the party constitution in favor of the collective leader- 
ship system and to renovate the structure of the party. 


Under the collective leadership system, Kim Tae-chung 
will become the chief representative of the seven-mem- 
ber top decision-making body, and the remaining six 
seats will be equally shared between existing PPD seniors 
and the recruits from the dissident circles. 


They recommended that Prof. Mun Tong-hwan, Mrs. 
Pak Yong-suk, incumbent PPD vice president and one 
senior dissident leader to be decided later be named vice 
presidents. 6 
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Kim Tae-chung is expected to accept the recommenda- 
tion and will soon name three party seniors to become 
members of the decision- making body. 


PPD president Kim said that the 89 are the first batch of 
recruits from the dissident circles and that the door is 
open to any dissidents and non-party oppositionists at 
any time. 


The recruitment of the dissident figures will have no 
effect on the moderate reformist line the PPD has been 
pursuing, Kim said. 


But observers said the PPD will have to tilt toward a 
more hardlined and progressive color with the entry of 
the dissident figures. 


The dissidents said yesterday that the PPD must become 
a more policy-oriented party to promote the interests of 
the alienated, the farmers, workers and medium-size 
enterprises. 


The PPD will actively spearhead the movement for the 
peaceful and independent unification policy, they said. 


To consolidate the PPD as the only policy-oriented 
Opposition party, they suggested that it set up a political 
academy to bring up future political leaders, issue a 
monthly gazette and establish a political development 
institute to develop policy alternatives. 


They also proposed that the PPD open dozens of work- 
ers’ halls near the industrial complexes so that the party 
can promote the welfare of laborers. 


They also said the PPD will employ specialists through 
open competition so that they can activate the policy 
development of the party. 


Reconciliation Panel Raising Broad Support 
SK020241 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
2 Feb 88 p 2 


[“‘News Analysis” by staff reporter Yun Kuk-han: “Brisk 
Reconciliation Panel Surprises Critics, Skeptics”’] 


[Text] The Committee for Promotion of Democracy and 
National Reconciliation is gaining broader popular sup- 
port these days. 


The 56-member organization which was formed to make 
suggestions to President-elect No Tae-u on ways of 
achieving consensus on outstanding national issues is 
outdoing earlier expectations. 


When the committee was first established by No and the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party, people were generally 
skeptical about the course of action the “neutral’’ body 
would take. 
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Some even viewed that the panel would be no different 
from other similar organizations which have been 
labelled as “‘progovernment.” 


Thus, the committee was regarded by skeptics merely as 
a gathering of senior citizens who were brought together 
only to keep President-elect No’s election pledge to 
establish such a panel. 


However, after the pan-national committee launched its 
activities, it emerged as a very useful forum for differing 
Opinions to converge popular thoughts on the nation’s 
most sensitive problems. 


Divided into three subpanels, for democratic develop- 
ment, national reconciliation, and social reform, the 
56-member body is engaging in candid and uncensored 
discussions to solve the political, social, and economic 
controversies of the past, most notably the 1980 
Kwangju incident. 


The committee is a mixture of former senior politicians, 
administrators, businessmen, academicians, artists, and 
social activists. 


The committee’s major theme is that a new era is 
necessary in the nation’s political development. 


The committee members share the view that division 
and continuity should be clearly manifested between the 
governments of the past and the future. 


Of course, it remains to be seen how effectively the panel 
can develop its various opinions for national rapproa- 
chement into realistic policies. 


In this regard, there are views that the opinions have 
been nothing more than impracticable theories. 


Concerning the Kwangju incident of 1980, the commit- 
tee has raised worries in ruling circles that it would end 
up in bringing discontent and conflict to the surface by 
dealing with the incident too theoretically or sentimen- 
tally. 


But regardless of the nature of its proposals, which will 
be announced Feb. 23, the committee is expected to 
contribute to national reconciliation more than expected 
by arousing national concern about knotty social issues. 


The committee recommended on Jan. 29 that all politi- 
cal prisoners be released and their honors be restored, 
pointing out that there arose many political crimes 
because of the undemocratic nature of society which in 
turn stems from the wrong-doings of the leadership. 


The committee’s demand is that the residues of “wrong 
politics” be wiped out. As for prisoners who are on trial 
and thereby cannot be released through a special amnes- 
ty, the committee called for a general amnesty as a way of 
their reinstatement. 
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The committee’s recommendations are seen as a step 
forward from the government’s scheme and as correctly 
reflecting the public desire 


The most difficult task facing the committee is undoubt- 
edly the Kwangju incident. The issue began to be tackled 
in earnest by the subpanel for national reconciliation 
from yesterday. 


The committee drew public attention when it put the 
issue on the agenda of its full congress on Jan. 22. At that 
meeting, the consensus view was that the incident should 
be clarified first before solutions are discussed. 


During the discussions, most of the committee members 
proposed that a true picture of the Kwangju incident be 
disclosed and that a new interpretation of it be made. 


They further proposed punishment against those respon- 
sible and appropriate compensation for the victims. 


Their proposals embarrassed the DJP, but there’s no 
practical way for the committee, whose activities end in 
a month, to thoroughly disclose the total truth about the 
incident. 


Therefore, the committee is likely to only propose to the 
government a way to resolve the incident and to define 
it. 


Another issue concerning the incident was who should 
settle it. 


Many members suggested that the incumbent president 
should deal with it, but the issue has not yet been 
decided. 


In addition, such issues as the irregularities of the 
Saemaul Headquarters, the torture death of a college 
student, the independence of the judiciary branch, the 
political neutrality of the military, and etc. were raised 
during the panel sessions. 


On the police “brutality,” some members said that 
‘without disclosing thoroughly all the facts of the torture 
death of Pak Chong-chol, torture will never die.” 


Some members proposed reinvestigation of major irreg- 
ularities by the Saemaul Headquarters and business 
firms. 


The ruling DJP has not intervened in the activities of the 
committee as originally planned. Three party lawmakers, 
who are members of the panel, have made few remarks. 


The ruling party seems to be concerned about discus- 
sions among committee members On outstanding issues, 
including the 1980 Kwangju incident. 


In particular, many committee members have called for 
the formation of a body to probe the incident. 
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What draws the most attention is how the committee will 
conclude its discussions on the incident. 


This is because the results of its activities on the incident 
might cause yet more controversy. 


The DJP, however, appears encouraged in that the 
committee's activities have helped the party improve its 
im“ge. 


Begins Kwangju Hearings 
SK020135 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
2 Feb 88 p 2 


[Text] The democratization and Reconciliation Council 
yesterday began an in-depth debate on the 1980 military 
suppression of a popular uprising in Kwangju, reviewing 
documentary films and materials related to the incident. 


The council members watched five sets of video-tapes 
showing the bloody scenes, provided by Catholic priests 
and some foreign groups in Japan and Canada. 


They made an extensive review of printed materials 
related to the Kwangju case, which the defense Ministry 
had submitted to the National Assembly in 1985. 


The council selected 15 persons to hear testimony on the 
politically-sensitive case. 


Among those recommended by the council were Hong 
Nam-sun, a lawyer in Kwangju; Chang Hyong-tae, ex- 
governor of Chollanam-do province; Chong Ung, former 
commander of an infantry division responsible for the 
security of the Kwangju area; and Yon Kong-hui, arch- 
bishop of the Catholic Kwangju archdiocese. 


Also included were Ku Yong-sang, former Kwangju city 
mayor; Gen. Yi Hui-song, ret., former martial law com- 
mander; Lt. Gen. Yi Kwang-no, ret., who made report on 
the military suppression. 


After watching the videotapes, some members com- 
plained that the tapes were more or less “‘censored” to 
screen the bloody scenes. 


Pak Ok-chae, representative of those wounded in the 
Kwangju uprising, said, “The videotapes are not realistic. 
For example, they don’t contain any scenes of the killing.” 


Pak, who earlier demanded that the members obtain a 
videotape of the bloody uprising produced by U.S. CBS 
News, admitted, however, that the tapes are “genuine.” 


Rev. Cho Hyang-nok complained that the tapes did not 
contain the parts showing armed citizens rushing toward 
the Kwangju Prison which allegedly touched off the 
firing by the martial law forces. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The council members agreed that testimonies will be 
made openly “in principle” except when the testifying 
individuals request a closed-door session. 


Kim Chae-son, president of the monthly magazine SAEMTO 
(FOUNTAIN), asserted that the testimony is better con- 
ducted behind closed doors to make the individuals feel at 
ease. he withdrew his remarks later, complying with the 
majority's opinion favoring an open testimony. 


Pak Ok-chae asserted that a testimony is not enough, 
calling for the formation of a fact-finding commission to 
reinvestigate the kwangju incident. 


Pak also asserted that the council should form a report- 
ing center joined by people who are accepted in Kwangju 
where the citizens involved in the Kwangju incident 
report afresh the disappearance of their sons, daughters 
and relatives in the bloody incident which took nearly 
200 lives by official tallies. 


Council members plan to hold further discussions on 
these issues including the formation of a fact-finding 
body today. 


The panel discussion on the Kwangju incident will 
continue until Thursday. 


The council will work out an across-the-board scheme to 
settle the problems of Kwangju and present it to Presi- 
dent-elect No Tae-u before his inauguration as president, 
scheduled for Feb. 25. 


Government authorities had disclosed that about 200 
citizens were killed, but dissident groups claim a higher 
death toll. 


Opposition Seeks Reinvestigation of Scandals 
SK310023 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
3] Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] The opposition camp yesterday called for the 
extensive reinvestigation of all scandalous irregularities 
and malpractices perpetrated by the current Fifth 
Republic government over the past seven years. 


Three major opposition parties issued harshly-toned state- 
ments separately, calling for the revelation of the truth in 
various political, social, and financial scandals, in connec- 
tion with which the public have harbored suspicions. 


The statements by the opposition camp were issued follow- 
ing the Supreme Court’s ordering of a retrial of a former 
police officer allegedly involved in the so-called “sex-tor- 
ture” case. 


With the country’s highest court’s decision, Mun Kwi- 
tong, a former senior patrolman assigned to the Puchon 
Police Station, is destined to stand trial for having 
sexually harassed a former woman student. 
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The three parties, in their statements, welcomed the 
Supreme Court's decision to accept an appeal by the defense 
lawyers of Miss Kwon In-suk, an alleged sex-torture victim 
that the case should be brought to court again. 


Rep. Kim Tae-yong, spokesmzn of the main opposition 
Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), said in a statement 
that the Supreme Court’s decision on the retrial of the 
six-torture case is an “in-spring deed ensuring the victory of 
justice.” 


“With the Supreme Court's decision, truth in the con- 
troversial case will be disclosed. The suppression of 
human rights, as in this case, must not recur,” the 
statement noted. 


It then welcomed recent moves occurring within the 
police organization, calling for the political neutrality of 
the police. 


The statement went on, “An institutional apparatus 
should be provided to ensure that all policemen can 
devote themselves to their intrinsic duty for the mainte- 
nance of public peace,” 


An Tong-son, spokesman of the Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy (PPD), claimed that the Supreme Court’s decision on 
the sex-torture case should become a decisive impulse to 
disclose the truth about the long-festering incident. 


Court Orders Sexual Harrassment Retrial 
SK300333 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0259 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan 30 (YONHAP)—The supreme court Friday 
paved the way for fresh trial of a former police investigaior 
for sexually harassing an ex-college coed activist 20 months 
ago by upholding an appeal against the lower court's decision 
to suspend the cop’s indictment. 


It was the second case of its kind since 1973, when the 
criminal procedure code was rewritten, that the supreme 
court accepted an appeal filed by one or more defense 
lawyers against a lower’s court decision in disfavor of their 
client. 


“he three-judge criminal panel, chaired by Yi Myong- 
hui, ruled that former senior patrolman Mun Kwi-tong 
assigned to Puchon police station sexually abused Kwon 
Ki-suk, a former Seoul National University senior, 
infringing upon her human rights and thus the suspen- 
sion in July 16, 186 of indictment of Mun is illegal. 


The highest court, however, rejected the defense coun- 
sel’s appeal against five other police officers, including 
the chief of the Puchon police station, allegedly involved 
in the sex-torture case, citing no supportable evidence. 
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After making the ruling, the highest court sent the case to the 
Seoul appellate court for retrial, which is expected to follow 
the supreme court’s decision because the earlier ruling was 
based on the misinterpretation of a principle of law. 


In the ruling, the top court said, basic human rights are 
guaranteed in the constitution and under the current 
criminal procedure code no criminal suspects will be 
tortured and forced to make testimony unfavorably to 
them during interrogation. 


Nevertheless, Mun imposed both physical and mental pain 
on the woman defendant by sexually abusing her, the presid- 
ing judge said, describing it as an offense unpardonable. 


The presiding judge went on to say, though the lower 
tribunal rejected an appeal by Kwon’s defense lawyers 
on ground that Mun inadvertently committed the crime, 
was repentent of the sexual torture and fired, the indict- 
ment suspension was illegal. 


With the ruling, the Seoul appellate court will have to 
review the case within 20 days and send it to the Inchon 
district court which has jurisdiction over the controver- 
sial case within seven days after the receiving the case. 


The district court will appoint a lawyer as a special prosecu- 
tor, who will be empowered to reinvestigate the case. 


If found guilty, Mun would face up to 10 to five years in 
jail plus suspension of his civil rights for 10 years. 


The sex-torture case was brought to light on July 3, 1986 
when Kwon filed with the prosecution a complaint that 
Mun sexually harassed her while conducting interroga- 
tions on June 6 and June 7 of the same year. On June 4, 
Miss Kwon was taken to the police station on charges of 
falsifying her academic background to be employed as a 
labor worker in Puchon, an industrial complex on the 
outskirt of Seoul, and of stirring up labor unrest. 


The Inchon district prosecutor’s office, however, suspended 
Mun’s indictment on July 16 of the same year, dismissing 
Kwon’s allegations that she was sexually abused during an 
investigation while relieving Mun of his post. 


On Sept. |, a total of 166 lawyers appealed the prosecu- 
tion decision to the Seoul applellate court, demanding 
Mun’s retrial. 


Tie Seoul applellate court dismissed the appeal filed by 
the defense lawyers two months later. 


The defense counsel filed another appeal with the 
supreme court in Oct. 30, 1986. 


Kwon, who was convicted of document forgery charges, 
was sentenced to one-and-a-half years in prison on Dec. 
4 at the Inchon district court. But she was released from 
jail last July on parole. 
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VOMD Editorial on People’s Army Day 
HK020545 (Clandestine) Voice of Malayan Democracy 
in Malay 1215 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[“*Editorial”: “Respects to the Malayan People’s Army!”’] 


[Text] The Malayan National Liberation Army, which 
was renamed the Malayan People’s Army [MPA] in 1982 
and officially established on | February 1949, is 39 years 
old as of | February this year. On the occasion of Army 
Day, we extend the highest respects and warmest con- 
gratulations with boundless praise to all MPA command- 
ers and soldiers who are unswervingly defending the 
people’s interests and who are holding on in their respec- 
tive revolutionary posts. The MPA is unswervingly try- 
ing to promote the revolutionary situation of our country 
either at base or in guerrillas areas and no matter how 
cruel and complicated the circumstances of the struggle 
are. The people’s army extended eternal great services to 
the cause against British colonialism and for national 
independence. At present, it is trying actively, earnestly, 
and resolutely to realize the present special program 
issued by the Communist Party of Malaya [CPM] Cen- 
tral Committee in its statement dated 29 April 1985 to 
counter the antipeople war of the Kuala Lumpur govern- 
ment and establish a democratic coalition government 
composed of representatives of various patriotic and 
democratic parties as well as nonparty patriots and 
democrats throughout the country. It is overcoming all 
difficulties and obstacles with an undaunted revolution- 
ary spirit of patriotism, resoluteness, and optimism. It is 
fully confident of a bright future in which justice will 
defeat falsehood, democracy will defeat dictatorship, 
and the revolutionaries will defeat the reactionaries. 


The MPA deserves the title of an army of the children of 
the people of all nationalities in our country. At present, 
various MPA units are actively performing the tasks of 
promoting the political and military quality of the units. 
In the political field, various units are running Marxist 
schools through instructions to promote the theoretical 
level of the commanders and soldiers, broaden their 
(?vision) and knowledge, and correct their methods. In 
the military field, the MPA units continue to intensify 
the tasks of combat preparedness, intensify tactic and 
technique exercises, and further promote the combat 
ability of the soldiers. In addition, they are also launch- 
ing revolutionary competitions in daily tasks, developing 
the noble tradition of seeking truth from facts, being 
united and helping one another, and making criticism 
and self-criticism. The strong habit of reading books in 
the units is very good. 


Since the eighties, the confrontation between the ruling 
clique and the people of all nationalities from various 
Strata has been sharpening on a scale unprecedented 
before in line with the rapid expansion of the bureaucrat 
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and comprador capitalists in our country; the widening 
gap between the rich and the poor in society, particularly 
the extreme prevalence of graft and cor: uption, misuse 
of state funds and power, the disregard of parliamentary 
democracy and human rights, race politicking, and other 
acts by the Mahathir regime. Under these circumstances, 
more and more intellectuals are paying attention to the 
country’s future, social justice, the welfare of the masses, 
and personal dignity and freedom. They are seeking an 
effective way to establish a government which truly 
meets the people’s wishes. The public is increasingly 
paying attention to and taking seriously the policies and 
recommendations put forward by the CPM. Indeed, with 
the exception of a handful of the most reactionary 
military and government leaders, the majority of the 
people of all nationalities from various strata are unwill- 
ing to see the continuation of the domestic war designed 
tO Oppose communism and suppress the patriotic and 
democratic forces being waged over the past 30 years. 
The younger generation, politically knowledgable, is 
even resentful of and bored with the anticommunist 
domestic war. Generally speaking, ending the anticom- 
munist domestic war and establishing a democratic 
coalition government are present common aspirations of 
the people of our country. 


In its important statement entitled “Fight for the Real- 
ization of the Present Special Program,” the CPM Cen- 
tral Committee pointed out: To preserve their dictatorial 
rule and the plundering interests of the bureaucrat, 
comprador, and foreign monopoly capitalists, the reac- 
tionaries have used various reactionary acts, exerted 
pressure on patriotic and democratic parties, and 
oppressed the people of all nationalities. First of all, they 
have been trying to eliminate our party through the 
counterrevolutionary war. Faced with this situation, our 
party must definitely counter the counterrevolutionary 
war of the reactionaries with a revolutionary war solely 
for seif-defense, the revolution, democracy, and the 
freedom of patriotic and democratic parties and the 
people of nationalities as well as against the dictatorial 
rule and the plundering policies of the reactionaries. 


It also pointed out: To establish a democratic coalition 
and defend the people’s interests, we must broadly 
mobilize the people of all nationalities from various 
strata and firmly prevent the Kuala Lumpur ruling 
clique from continuing the antipeople and counterrevo- 
lutionary war. 


The statement further pointed out: So long as Kuala 
Lumpur continues the counterrevolutionary war, our 
party and army must develop and expand the people’s 
armed forces and unswervingly and firmly continue the 
revolutionary war. 


The people of our country understand and support the 
CPM’s stand on the above-mentioned domestic war. It is 
only because of this that the CPM, and the MPA under 
its leadership, could preserve the armed struggle for a 
long period and become a solid bastion for the masses of 
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all nationalities to fight for democracy; legitimate free- 
dom, rights, and interests; and play a major role in 
encouraging the patriotic and democratic movement. On 
the one hand, the people of our country oppose the 
continuation by the Kuala Lumpur government of the 
antipeople domestic war. On the other hand, they deeply 
sympathize with and support the CPM’s determination 
to preserve the revolutionary armed struggle against the 
policy of violence of the Kuala Lumpur government for 
democracy and the people’s freedom. The people’s feel- 
ings toward the domestic war are in total harmony with 
those of the MPA soldiers on the issue. This is true 
especially after the Mahathir clique conducted mass 
arrests throughout the country under the Internal Secu- 
rity Act in October last year. Faced with the violence of 
the autocratic regime of the bureaucrat capitalist and 
comprador class, the masses firmly support the MPA to 
counter the counterrevolutionary violence with revolu- 
tionary violence. 


In October last year, Mahathir tried to temporarily 
stabilize his position in UMNO [United Malays 
National Organization] and prevent the people from 
criticizing the reactionary policies of the government 
and acts of leaders of achieving personal interests by 
unfair means through ironhanded measures such as mass 
arrests and the suspension of newspapers. Several 
observers were of the opinion that Mahathir had consol- 
idated his position by manipulating sensitive racial 
issues until he conducted the mass arrests. However, the 
racial issues might prove to be a double-edged sword. 
One edge wounded the nonMalays, while the other also 
wounded the Malays. Several foreign newsmen in Kuala 
Lumpur pointed out that the mass arrests had gripped 
Kuala Lumpur in an atmosphere of fear. No one will be 
stupid enough to openly unleash his dissatisfaction with 
the government. But, how long can the calm atmosphere 
arising from the iron-handedness prevail? It needs to be 
proved by future developments. It was also reported that 
several persons had gone underground to avoid arrests. 


This shows that many people are deeply aware that 
various ways must be taken to launch a struggle against 
tyrant Mahathir who is arbitrarily trampling the system 
of parliamentary democracy. This is the reason why even 
Tengku Abdul Rahman and a number of U.S. congress- 
men demanded that Mahathir unconditionally release all 
detainees. They are worried that the Mahathir clique’s 
arbitrary acts of arresting leaders of legitimate organiza- 
tions and muzzling the people’s legitimate channels to 
oppose government policies in accordance with the Con- 
Stitution will definitely bring about serious and far- 
reaching harmful effects for the power of the bureau- 
cratic capitalist and comprador class in Malaysia. 


The Mahathir clique, which represents the interests of a 
handful of big bureaucratic and comprador capitalists, 
has committed all crimes. This has day by day caused the 
dissatisfaction of the people of all nationalities from 
various strata. Various forms of mass movement and 
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patriotic and democratic movement will definitely con- 
tinue to develop. The confrontations between the Maha- 
thir clique and various social forces whom it had elimi- 
nated, suppressed, and defeated as well as within the 
UMNO and Barisan Nasional are increasingly sharpen- 
ing. This situation is useful for ensuring that various 
forces opposed to the Kuala Lumpur autocratic and 
dictatorial regime will gradually unite. The persons 
whom the Mahathir regime brutally arrested cover all 
strata in society, including different factions within the 
ruling clique. These ironhanded measures will intensify 
instead of lessening the confrontation between the 
Mahathir clique and the people from various strata. The 
ironhanded measures will definitely encourage various 
patriotic and democratic forces in the society at home to 
further support one another and cooperate. 


It is under this atmosphere that the revolutionary army 
and masses commemorate army day this year. The 
unswerving fighting determination of the MPA inspires 
the struggle of the people of all nationalities from all 
Strata throughout country against the autocratic rule of 
the reactionary regime to defend the democratic rights 
and freedom and further encourage the patriotic and 
democratic movement to develop more firmly. 


Let us once again extend the highest respects and warm- 
est congratulations to the heroic MPA! 


Singapore 


Foreign Minister Dhanabalan Explains Policies 


Views on Malaysian Relations 
BK011013 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0925 GMT | Feb 88 


[By Musa Scully] 


[Text] Singapore, Feb | (BERNAMA)—Foreign Minis- 
ter S. Dhanabalan reiterated Monday that Singapore will 
not do anything that will threaten the security of Malay- 
sia, nor will it allow “anyone from using Singapore to 
undermine the security of Malaysia”. 


He said bilateral relations which took a dip in December 
1986 over the visit to Singapore of Israeli President 
Chaim Herzog a month earlier and over the role of 
Malays in the Singapore Armed forces was now back on 
the track for the better. 


He said frank discussions by Prime Minister Dr Maha- 
thir Mohamed and Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew 
allayed fears and contributed to the improvement of 
relations. 


Dhanabalan was speaking to six Malaysian journalists 
who are on a week’s visit to Singapore as guests of the 
government. 
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He said Singapore always took into account the sensitiv- 
ity involved in the relations between both countries. 


Both Malaysia and Indonesia were very central to Sing- 
apore’s well being. 


Differances are bound to arise. This is inevitable in the 
case of neighbours, he said. 


He went on to say the inter-change of the new generation 
of leaders of both countries would continue especially 
between those of the civil service. 


Singapore would make its civil servants learn Bahasa 
Malaysia to enable them to have easier rapport with their 
counterparts. 


The minister said over the weekend on his return from 
Indonesia that he was surprised at the inability of young 
Singaporeans to speak even a word of Malay. 


Dhanabailan said Singapore took into consideration her 
close relationship with Indonesia on the question of 
having diplomatic ties with China. 


He said that as long as Indonesia felt that China posed a 
threat to it, Singapore would not allow a Chinese 
embassy to be set up in the Republic. 


Singapore at present has trade relations with both China 
and Taiwan. 


He felt that China at the moment had other priorities 
and would not be involved in supporting any insurgent 
group. 


He pointed out that China had already stopped broad- 
casts supporting communist insurgent groups in the 
ASEAN region. 


Asked on Singapore’s policy of allowing companies to 
bring in workers from China, he said they were few in 
number and were subject to similiar restrictions as those 
imposed on other foreign workers. 


An ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL report in 
November last year said that a U.S. based semiconducter 
corporation had confirmed hiring 100 Chinese contract 
workers. 


Asked on Singapore's relationship with Israel, he said 
this went back to the time when Singapore had sought 
expertise to build-up its armed forces. 


He said Singapore had first approached India and then 
Egypt but both gave a negative response. 


He said the only country prepared to respond then was 
Israel. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


However, Singapore had many differences with Israel 
especially on the Palestinian issue. 


He said Singapore had voiced the differences in forums 
like the United Nations. 


We have very little to do with them except on matters 
concerning our armed forces, he added. 


Evaluates Cambodian Issue 
BKO11111 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1040 GMT | Feb 88 


[By Musa Scully] 


[Excerpt] Singapore, Feb | (BERNAMA]—Singapore’s 
Foreign Minister S. Dhanabalan said Monday Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk is aware that the Kampuchean situ- 
ation will not be solved so long as Vietnamese troops 
remain in Kampuchea. 


He was commenting on Sihanouk’s abrupt resignation as 
leader of the United Nations recognised Coalition Gov- 
ernment of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK). 


Speaking to a group of visiting Malaysian journalists, he 
expressed confidence that Sihanouk would not deviate 
from the fundamentals of the Kampuchean issue. 


He said: The prince is a political realist and has said that 
there could be no solution without satisfying the two 
main parties—Vietnam and China. 


He is aware that any solution which cuts out the Khmer 
Rouge cuts out China 


Dhanabalan said that Singapore which does not main- 
tain diplomatic ties with China was awaiting reports 
from the ambassadors of Malaysia, Thailand and the 
Philippines in Beijing. [passage omitted] 


Cambodia 


SPK Reports on Hun Sen-Nguyen Co Thach Talks 
BK301301 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1104 GMT 
30 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, SPK January 30—Hun Sen, Polit- 
ical Bureau member of People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea Central Committee, chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers and minister of foreign affairs, during his 
stop-over in Hanoi on Thursday (28 January) on his way 
home from Paris met Nguyen Co Thach, Political 
Bureau member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and minister for foreign affairs, reports VNA. 
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Hun Sen informed Nguyen Co Thach of the result of his 
second meeting with Prince Sihanouk in Paris on Janu- 
ary 20-21. He said that, following the four-point com- 
munique issued on December 4, 1987, the second meet- 
ing marked a further step toward a political settlement of 
the Kampuchean issue through negotiations among the 
Kampuchean parties. “Its result demonstrated the cor- 
rectness of the five-point stance and the policy of 
national reconciliation of the People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea and the efforts and constructive spirit of the 
PRK and Prince Sihanouk,” Hun Sen noted. He further 
said that the event also demonstrated the goodwill atti- 
tude of Kampuchea, Laos and Vietnam toward the 
settlement of the Kampuchean issue and other issues 
concerning peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


Nguyen Co Thach, on behalf of the Vietnamese party, 
government and people, welcomed the positive outcome 
of the second meeting between Chairman Hun Sen and 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk. “The people and Govern- 
ment of Vietnam,” he said, “fully support the just stance 
and proposals of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
and acclaim the agreement between Chairman Hun Sen 
and Prince Norodom Sihanouk to continue their talks.” 


Nguyen Co Thach expressed his confidence that with 
common efforts and good will, and with sympathy and 
support of the world public, the meetings between the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea and Prince Sihanouk 
will continue to progress in spite of difficulties and 
complexities caused by anti-dialogue forces, thus helping 
accelerate the process of solving the Kampuchean issue 
in the interests of peace and stability in Southeast Asia 
and the supreme interests of the Kampuchean people 
and all other peoples in the region. 


First National Assembly To Hold 14th Session 
BK020711 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0409 GMT 
2 Feb 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 2 Feb (SPK)}—The First National 
Assembly of the PRK will hold its 14th session before 
long. 


The National Assembly will hear, among others, the 
reports on activities of the National Assembiy, of the 
Council of State, and of the Council of Ministers; on the 
implementation of tasks in the field of social affairs 
during 1986-87 and the draft of the state plan for 1988; 
on the financial and budgetary situation in 1987 and the 
draft for 1988; and on the activities of the People’s 
Supreme Court and of the People’s Supreme Public 
Prosecutor's Office. 


Bou Thang Addresses Proselytization Meeting 
BK020715 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] The meeting to sum up the outcome of the 1987 
proselytization movement held at the former royal pal- 
ace for the past 3 days ended successfully on the after- 
noon of 30 January. 
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Addressing the closing ceremony, Comrade Bou Thang, 
member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, and 
chairman of the party Central Committee’s Proselytiza- 
tion Commission, warmly acclaimed the achievements 
made in carrying out the proselytization campaign in 
1987 by all provinces and cities throughout the country, 
thus contributing to the Cambodian revolution’s posi- 
tion of strength and victory. 


The comrade also exhorted all participants to strive to 
carry out the organization and leadership work more 
successfully by learning and drawing lessons from good 
experiences in the past and vigorously stimulating the 
masses to join in the proselytization campaign, thus 
persuading more persons who were misled by the enemy 
propaganda to return to live with the people and national 
society. 


The Proselytization Commission also presented citation 
banners and certificates and souvenirs to various prov- 
inces, cities, and individuals who were outstanding in 
this work. 


Sihanouk Remains ‘National Front’ Chairman 
HK020618 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] The office of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s 
personal representative in Cambodia and Asia reported 
that Samdech Norodom Sihanouk has resigned from his 
post as president of the Cambodian coalition govern- 
ment as of 30 January. However, the prince still remains 
the chairman of the National United Front for an 
Independent, Neutral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cam- 
bodia [Funcinpec] and will continue his efforts to seek 
resolution for an end to the war in Cambodia. 


According to the report, the prince’s resignation from the 
post of president of the Cambodian coalition govern- 
ment is in order to enable him to become a free man in 
his efforts to seek a solution to the Cambodian problem. 


The report noted that the Funcinpec and the ANS 
{National Sihanoukist Army] will continue to join with 
the two other groups in the Cambodian coalition gov- 
ernment in the struggle to drive the Vietnamese aggres- 
sors out of Cambodia. 


VODK Ridicules PRK’s ‘Conflicting’ Statements 
BK300301 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Station commentary: “The Vietnamese Enemy Cannot 
Cover Up Its Defeat on the Cambodian Battlefield”’] 


[Text] The Vietnamese enemy is currently facing great 
difficulties. The National Army and all patriotic resis- 
tance forces, in cooperation with Cambodian people 
throughout the country and even Cambodian soldiers, 
militiamen, and village and commune officials, who 
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have been forced to serve the Vietnamese, have been 
attacking the Vietnamese and further bogging them 
down on the Cambodian battlefield. 


Faced with a very difficult situation, the Vietnamese 
have ordered their lackey named Chea Soth to boast in 
Phnom Penh on 23 January that the Vietnamese regime 
in Phnom Penh is not threatened by resistance forces in 
an attempt to conceal its inextricable problems on the 
battlefield, and to implement all kinds of deceitful dip- 
lomatic maneuvers to buy time and improve its situa- 
tion. However, those who have followed the Cambodian 
situation burst out laughing. They asked the Vietnamese 
this question: If the Vietnamese regime in Phnom Penh 
is not threatened by resistance forces and if this regime 
has been consolidated, why do the Vietnamese not pull 
their troops out of Cambodia and why are these forces 
stubbornly staying in Cambodia? Foreign reporters 
arriving in Phnom Penh also asked this question: If the 
Vietnamese regime is really secure, why do the Vietnam- 
ese still impose a curfew in Phnom Penh? 


There is no agreement even among the Vietnamese 
lackeys in Phnom Penh. While one boasted in Phnom 
Penh that resistance forces were not a threat, Hun Sen 
continually talked in Paris about the Democratic Kam- 
puchean threat. On 20 January, at a meeting in Ho Chi 
Minh City, another Vietnamese lackey said the Vietnam- 
ese troop withdrawal can only take place when the 
security situation is not a problem. 


These conflicting statements by the Vietnamese lackeys 
and the situation that journalists have observed in 
Phnom Penh show people that the Vietnamese enemy is 
in a difficult position on the battlefield in Cambodia. 
The Vietnamese cannot use anything to conceal this 
Situation. In truth, the Vietnamese are experiencing 
great difficulties. Since our National Army has intensi- 
fied attacks to dismantle administrative networks in 
villages and communes throughout the country, the 
Vietnamese have lost all kinds of supply sources, both 
economic and manpower, in Cambodia. The Vietnam- 
ese lack everything, including food for their aggressor 
troops, and fighting forces to oppose our National 
Army’s attacks. They try to resist us in one place and 
there is a gap somewhere else. They have been chasing us 
everywhere and have completely lost the initiative. As 
admitted in a Vietnamese document in June 1987, 
Vietnam cannot win the war in Cambodia and cannot 
destroy Cambodian resistance forces. 


It is in such a difficult position on the Cambodian 
battlefield that the Vietnamese enemy aggressors have 
been carrying out all kinds of deceitful and tricky diplo- 
matic maneuvers to prolong the time of defeat and to 
gain time to improve their situation. However, no matter 
how good the Vietnamese are at deceiving and lying to 
people, as long as they do not pull their aggressor forces 
out of Cambodia, the world will not stop pressuring 
them. People will continue to unite and pressure Viet- 
nam in every field to force it to pull ail its aggressor 
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troops out of Cambodia as prescribed by resolutions of 
the past nine UN General Assembly sessions. As for the 
Democratic Kampuchean National Army, the entire 
Cambodian people, and all Cambodian resistance forces, 
they will continue to unite and cooperate to carry on the 
struggle even more vigorously against the Vietnamese on 
the battlefield in order to force them to face more 
difficulties until they can no longer endure them and are 
forced to pull all of their aggressor troops out of Cam- 
bodia and to respect the Cambodian people’s right to 
self-determination without outside interference in accor- 
dance with the UN resolutions. 


Unity in Anti-Vietnamese Struggle Stressed 
BK300755 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khiner 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Political commentary”: “Cambodians’ View of the 
Nation”] 


[Text] A nation’s internal conflict opens the door wide 
for foreign enemies to violate the country’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. Without this internal conflict, 
foreign enemies could not commit aggression against 
that country. This is the truth each nation has written 
down in its history. 


It is the same in Cambodia’s history. When Cambodians 
quarreled among themselves, Cambodia was weakened. 
Foreign enemies, particularly the Vietnamese, took 
advantage of the opportunity to invade the country. 
Only after realizing that foreigners were in control in 
Cambodia did Cambodians of every group and party 
forget the conflict between Cambodians and unite to 
fight Cambodia’s common enemies, namely the foreign 
aggressors. It is because Cambodians have firmly 
adhered to this view that Cambodians of every period 
have been able to safeguard Cambodian territory. What 
is the view of the current Cambodian generation? 


We would like to recall that after Cambodia got its 
independence from France in 1954, Cambodia’s prestige 
soared in the international arena because the country 
was independent, sovereign, and free from occupation 
by foreign forces. When Cambodia was independent, the 
country enjoyed national unity; each Cambodian was 
striving to build the country in every field. However, a 
few years later, war broke out and almost ruined the 
country. The serious consequence of this war was Cam- 
bodia’s loss of national unity. Cambodians were divided, 
and this allowed the Vietnamese to commit aggression 
against Cambodia. The current phase is one of Vietnam 
committing aggression against Cambodia and is one in 
which Cambodians share the view that all Vietnamese 
should be chased out of Cambodian territory—the Viet- 
namese should not be allowed to stay and occupy Cam- 
bodia. To successfully chase out the Vietnamese, what 
should Cambodians do? 
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To answer this question, we should look at Cambodia's 
current great resistance movement. This great resistance 
movement is a result of the wide and resolute contribu- 
tions and cooperation of Cambodians from every side 
and of the Cambodian people everywhere, with or with- 
out arms. If we examine the current military situation we 
realize that Cambodians of every party and group are 
united as one. In other words, Cambodians are fighting 
against Cambodia’s common enemies, the Vietnamese. 


In the past 7 years, Cambodian national liberation forces 
have constantly made progress fighting the Vietnamese. 
This situation allows us to think that present-day Cam- 
bodians, although divided into groups and parties, like 
their predecessors, are firmly taking a common stand to 
fight against the common enemy. Finally, we note that 
the common view of fighting against the common enemy 
has always been in the heart of Cambodians of every 
generation, past and present. The belief is very clear in 
Cambodian minds that they would be very guilty if they 
did not unite against the common enemy and prevent 
the Cambodian nation’s enemies from achieving their 
goal of exterminating the Cambodian race. 


Cambodians think that later, problems among Cambo- 
dians should be resolved peacefully, no matter how great 
these problems are, because they are internal ones. The 
issue of foreign aggression against Cambodia is a crucial 
one for the Cambodian nation. It requires all Cambodi- 
ans to help solve it. Therefore, we see that the Cambo- 
dians’ common view of the nation is a correct nationalist 
one, like the one adopted by previous Cambodian gen- 
erations. The common view of chasing out common 
enemies taken by every Cambodian party is one that 
realizes the Cambodian nation’s survival. The Cambo- 
dian nation’s glory depends on the unity of all Cambo- 
dians. If they are united, Cambodians will certainly win 
against the Vietnamese. 


Six Villages ‘Liberated’ in Battambang 
HK020237 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
1 Feb 88 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
feature] 


[Excerpt] West Battambang battlefield: On 26 January, 
our National Army attacked Phnum Sampeou township 
and dismantled the Vietnamese administrative networks 
in Phnum Sampeou Commune in Battambang District. 
After 20 minutes of fighting, we totally liberated this 
township. We killed two Vietnamese soldiers, wounded 
three others, and seized some war materiel. We liberated 
six villages, namely Cheng Sda, Kouk Ponlei, Phnum 
Sampeou, Pda, Kampeou, and Samneng. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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Kampot-Kompong Som Train Ambush Reported 
HK020239 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Text] On 24 January, a Vietnamese train moving from 
Kampot to Kompong Som was ambushed by our 
National Army at Damrei Kon. We destroyed a locomo- 
tive and killed or wounded a number of Vietnamese 
soldiers on the train. 


Rice, Timber Sent to Vietnam by Boat 
BK300800 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] A report from the Psychological Operations 
Deparment of the 3d Army Region of the KPNLF 
reports that in early January, Vietnamese authorities 
transported 1,000 sacks of rice by boat from Phnom 
Penh to Vietnam, along with two boatloads of teakwood. 
This report says that the boats carrying rice and timber 
were under the control of Vietnamese experts. These 
boats left the customs warehouse No 16 and were 
escorted by a number of Vietnamese soldiers. 


Another report says last week, Vietnamese soldiers 
robbed a villager in Beng village, Ampil District, Oddar 
Meanchey Province, and tortured him, accusing him of 
feeding Cambodian resistance fighters. 


Sihanouk’s Greetings to Romanian President 
BK310436 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 0400 GMT 31 Jan 88 


[Birthday greetings from Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, 
president of Democratic Kampuchea, to Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu, president of the Socialist Republic of Romania; 
dated 28 January] 


[Text] On this joyous occasion, when the heroic Roma- 
nian people are celebrating your excellency’s glorious 
birthday, on behalf of the Cambodian people and the 
CGDK and in my own name, I am honored to extend 
warmest greetings and best wishes to you, the esteemed 
and beloved ieader of the Romanian nation. May you 
enjoy good health, long life, happiness, and total success 
in carrying On your historic mission as the head of state 
of the Socialist Republic of Romania. 


Thanks to your lofty patriotism and heroic efforts and 
leadership, Romania has become a powerful and pro- 
gressive socialist state and the Romanian people have 
enjoyed happiness and prosperity. 


On this joyous occasion, | would like once again to 
express profound thanks to your excellency for your 
noble support of the Cambodian people’s national liber- 
ation struggle and their just cause for an independent, 
neutral, nonaligned, and peaceful Cambodia and for 
national reconciliation and unity. 
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Please, Mr. President, accept my highest fraternal 
regards. 


[Signed] Norodom Sihanouk, president of Democratic 
Kampuchea 


[Dated] Beijing, 28 January 1988 


Briefs 


SRV Party Delegation Leaves 


Phnom Penh, SPK January 30—A delegation of the CPV 
Central Committee’s External Relations Commission 
led by its deputy head, Phan Dinh Vinh, left here on 28 
January after an 8-day official friendship visit to Kam- 
puchea. While here, the delegation was warmly received 
by Yos Son, member of the party Central Committee 
and president of its Commission for External Relations. 
It met Sam Sundoeun, member of the KPRP Centra! 
Committee, first secretary of the People’s Revolutionary 
Youth Union of Kampuchea, and president of the Kam- 
puchea-Vietnam Friendship Association; held talks with 
Prach Sun, vice-president of the party Central Commit- 
tee’s Commission for External Relations; and visited 
Kompong Som City and Phnom Penh. [Summary] 
[Phnom Penh SPK in English 1113 GMT 30 Jan 88 BK] 


Returnees in Battambang 


Phnom Penh SPK January 30—Last year, 1.291 people 
misguided by the enemy propaganda broke with the 
enemy ranks and reported themselves to the revolution- 
ary authorities in Battambang Province, bringing along 
847 assorted guns and a quantity of war materials. The 
returnees included 600 ex-Pol Potists and 649 ex-Serei- 
kans (Son Sannian). [Excerpts] /Phnom Penh SPK in 
English 1106 GMT 30 Jan 88 BK] 


Local Military Achievements 


In 1987, the combined armed forces in Ratanamondol 
District, Banteay Meanchey Province, ambushed the 
enemies many times, killing 91 enemy soldiers; took a 
prisoner; and seized 18 assorted weapons, a field radio, 
and some war materiel. [Excerpts] /Phnom Penh Domes- 
tic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 1 Feb 88 BK] 


Indonesia 


Mokhtar Departs for Visit to Soviet Union 
BK020042 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
2300 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja says 
Indonesia understands Sihanouk’s decision to res‘gn 
from the post of CGDK president. Speaking to newsmen 
before leaving for Moscow, Mokhtar said he believed 
that Sihanouk knows what is the best for his nation. 
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According to Mokhtar, what is important is that Indo- 
nesia does not interfere in the internal affairs of another 
nations, and that Cambodia is allowed to settle its 
problems on its own. 


Foreign Minister Mokhtar will be in Moscow from 4 to 7 
February. He will meet Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze. 


Comments on Sihanouk Resignation 
BK011443 Hong Kong AFP in English 1432 GMT 
1 Feb 88 


[Text] Jakarta Feb | (AFP)}—Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said Monday he hoped 
Beijing would use its influence to help reunite the 
Cambodian resistance after the resignation of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. 


“We hope China will use its influence so that in the 
current critical period, the (Cambodian resistance) can 
remain united,”’ Mr Mokhtar told reporters before leav- 
ing for Bangkok and Moscow. 


He said Indonesia would continue to support Prince 
Sihanouk’s search for peace. He added that he would 
discuss the latest developments with Thai Foreign Min- 
ister Sitthi Sawetsila on Tuesday. 


Commenting on Prince Sihanouk’s resignation Saturday 
as president of the Coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea (CGDK) Mr Mokhtar said Indonesia “can 
understand the attitude and action of Prince Sihanouk.” 


“As a statesman and a leader of the Khmers, Prince 
Sihanouk knows what is best for the nation...Indonesia 
will continue to support Sihanouk in his struggle to 
achieve an integral political solution to the Cambodian 
problem,”” Mr Mokhtar said. 


“In other words, we have yet to see the end of the story. 
It will largely depend on the attitude and influence of 
China, which we know has given a lot of support to the 
Cambodian resistance,” he said. 


Mr Mokhtar said Prince Sihanouk’s efforts for a political 
settlement to the Cambodian problem “did not receive 
the support of the coalition’s two other factions”—the 
Khmer Rouge and nationalists led by Son Sann. 


But he said Beijing could use its influence on both 
factions. 


“The tragedy of the Khmer struggle is that at the critical 
hours, they can not be united,”” Mr Mokhtar said. 


He said he will discuss Prince Sihanouk’s resignation 
and its implications with Mr Sitthi during a one-day stay 
in Bangkok. Mr Sitthi is chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Cambodia of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 
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ASEAN groups Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand. It has been in the fore- 
front of efforts to resolve the Cambodia crisis through a 
total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops. 


Mr Mokhtar is scheduled to arrive in Moscow on Thurs- 
day for a three-day visit, and he said Cambodia would 
figure in his talks with Soviet leaders. 


He said the Soviet Union—Vietnam’s closest ally—had 
yet to show “its good intentions towards Southeast Asia” 
by helping to settle the Cambodian problem. 


Its reluctance to do so has been an “obstacle” to better 
ties with the region, he said. 


ANTARA Reports on USSR, PRC Trade Since 1982 


Report on Soviet Trade Relations 
BK291249 Jakarta ANTARA in English 1224 GMT 
29 Jan 88 


{Text} Jakarta, Jan 29, (OANA-ANTARA)—Indonesia’s 
trade balance with the Soviet Union in the last five years 
has been in favour of Indonesia, except in 1982 when 
Indonesia suffered from a deficit of U.S.$16.83 million, 
sources at the Trade Ministry said to ANTARA here on 
Friday. 


Indonesia’s exports to the Soviet Union in 1982 stood at 
U.S.$22.36 million, U.S.$16.83 million smaller than the 
U.S.$39.19 million it imported during the same period 
from that country. 


But in 1983, Indonesia’s exports to the Soviet Union 
increased to U.S.$50.32 million, surpassing its imports 
from the country which dropped to U.S.$24.93 million. 


The export value of Indonesia to the Soviet Union in 
1985 rose to U.S.$77.93 million while its imports 
declined further to U.S.$3.37 million, causing Indonesia 
to enjoy a surplus of U.S.$74.56 million. 


In 1986, however, Indonesia’s exports to the country 
dropped slightly to U.S.$51.99 million and its imports 
increased to U.S.$5.25 million, but still showing a deficit 
of U.S.$46.75 million for the Soviet Union. 


Until December last year, the value of Indonesia's 
exports to the socialist country was recorded at 
U.S $65.38 million while its imports amounted to 
U.S.$13.04 million, or a deficit of U.S.$52.34 million for 
the Soviet Union. 


Indonesia’s export commodities to the country were 
pepper, rubber, coffee, palm oil and spices while its 
imports were fertilizers, chemical substance and textile 
machine tools. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry is 
exploring possibilities of increasing export commidities 
to the country such as coffee, tin, rubber and rubber 
products. 


Indonesia-Soviet trade relations have been carried out 
based on a trade agreement signed on March 23, 1974. 


To step up the two countries bilateral trade, Foreign 
Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaaja will make a tour of 
the country next month (February). 


Reports on PRC Trade Dealings 
BK291025 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0915 GMT 
29 Jan 88 


[Text] Jakarta, Jan 29 (ANTARA)} —The Indonesia- 
China trade balance in the last five years have been in 
favour of Beijing, since Jakarta has imported many 
commodities from the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC), it was learned here Friday. 


Data from the Ministry of Trade showed that Indone- 
sia’s export value to PRC in 1982 was recorded at 
U.S.$14.17 million, while its import from that country 
was valued at U.S.$230.89 million, or a deficit of 
U.S.$216.71 million for Jakarta. 


The following year, Indonesia suffered a deficit of 
U.S.$177.08 million in its trade balance with PRC, as 
Indonesia’s export value to that country was recorded at 
U.S.$26.95 million, while its import amounted to 
U.S.$204.3 million. 


In 1984, the Indonesian exports to Beijing dropped to 
only U.S.$7.67 million, while its import from that coun- 
try rose to U.S.$224.42 million, or a surplus of 
U.S.$216.75 million for China. 


The Indonesian export value to China increased again to 
U.S.$84.19 million in 1985 and its import from that 
country rose to U.S.$224.42 million, or a deficit of 
U.S.$164.74 million for Indonesia. 


In 1986, Indonesia’s export value to China increased to 
U.S.$139 million, while its import also rose to 
U.S.$337.12 million, or a surplus of U.S.$198.12 million 
for Beijing. 


The increase of Indonesia's trade volumes to China in 
1985 and 1986 was mainly caused by the signing of the 
memorandum of understanding [MOU] by the Indone- 
sian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Kadin) and 
the China Council for the Promotion of International 
Trade (CCPIT) in Singapore on July 5, 1985. 


The MOU is the main basis for the promotion of direct 
trade relations between Indonesia and PRC since the two 
countries frove their diplomatic relations in 1966. 
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Meanwhile, Indonesia’s export value to China up to the 
first semester [as received] of 1987 was recorded at 
U.S.$118.28 miliion, while its import from that country 
dropped to U.S.$195.99, or a deficit of U.S.$77.71 
million for Jakarta. 


Indonesia’s main export commodities to China are alu- 
minum, coffee, iron and steel products, plywood, sawn 
timber, and cement, while China exports cotton, coal, 
cattle fodder, corn, soybean and agricultural machiner- 
ies. 


Laos 


Thai Aircraft Downed in Boten District 
BK020137 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] According to a local news report from Boten 
District, at 1000 yesterday [1 February], the Thai ultra- 
rightist reactionary troops fiercely fired artillery shells 
while conducting aerial bombings to support their infan- 
try forces’ attacks against positions of our Lao regional 
armed forces in Na Bonai canton, Boten District, Saya- 
boury Province. However, they were heroically counter- 
attacked by our regional armed forces. As a result, they 
were forced to retreat. 


Later, at 1500 on the same day, they mobilized three 
F-5’s to bomb and strafe the various positions of our 
regional armed forces with 250-kg bombs and (?incendi- 
ary bombs) [words indistinct]. At the same time, they 
sent one aircraft to fly in a provocative and challenging 
manner over Ban Nakok village some 30 km inside Lao 
territory. The aircraft was shot down by the antiaircraft 
forces of Boten District in an area some 2 km west of Ban 
Nakok Village. 


Their intensification of attacks [words indistinct] to 
annex Lao territory has brought them nothing good. 
Such acts by them will only bring ever more serious 
losses to the fraternal Thai people. 


News Conference on Thai ‘Avoidance of Talks’ 
BK0O11419 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Text] At 1630 today, the LPDR Foreign Affairs Minis- 
try held a news conference on the nibbling attacks by 
Thai forces on Lao territory in Na Bonoi canton, Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province, and on the avoidance of 
talks by the Thai side. The news conference was attended 
by local and foreign reporters. 


Phanthong Phommahasai, LPDR Foreign Affairs Min- 
istry spokesman, told the press the following: 


[Begin recording] The LPDR Government issued a state- 
ment on 25 January 1988 calling for the Thai Govern- 
ment to try to solve the problem through negotiations 
and proposing to send a Lao delegation to Bangkok in 
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early February. Or, if for any reason the Thai side was 
not in the position to receive the Lao delegation, the Lao 
side would be pleased to receive a Thai delegation in 
Vientiane during the same time period. 


At 1600 on 28 January, the Thai charge d'affaires 
informed the LPDR Foreign Affairs Ministry that the 
Thai side would be pleased to welcome a Lao delegation 
in Bangkok and that the desire of the Thai side was to 
have Phoun Sipaseut head the Lao delegation. Or, if the 
Lao side wanted to propose another person as head of 
the delegation, the Thai side would also be pleased to 
consider him. 


On 29 January 1988, the counselor to the Thai Embassy 
[in Vientiane] called on the Foreign Affairs Ministry to 
inform the Lao side that no negotiations would be held 
as long as Lao troops were not withdrawn from the 
disputed area. 


This exchange of words within a short period of 24 hours 
has created a doubt in the mind of the Lao side as to the 
intentions of the Thai Government. Meanwhile, within a 
period of 3 days from 27 to 29 January 1988, the Thai 
authorities organized two massive demonstrations at the 
LPDR Embassy in Bangkok. These demonstrations 
caused damage to the embassy property, thus constitut- 
ing a serious violation of the Vienna convention on the 
privileges of foreign missions. 


At the same time, the military confrontation in Na Bonoi 
canton, Boten District, has seriously developed for the 
worst. Beginning on 27 January 1988, the Thai Armed 
Forces launched a very serious large-scale operation 
against the Lao forces’ positions. They also deployed 
artillery and F-5 jet aircraft to strafe and drop several 
hundred bombs on Lao territory. On 30 January 1988, 
Thai warplanes intruded some 30 km inside Lao air- 
space. 


These acts by the Thai side clearly show that there exist 
numerous tricks in their ambiguous proposals and vari- 
ous hypocritical statements. The Thai side wants to 
avoid facing Thai and world public opinion, which 
increasingly demands that the Thai side negotiate with 
the Lao side. The acceptance of talks and the rejection of 
them the following day confuses the Lao side consider- 
ably for we do not know what the Thai side really wants 
to do. The truth is that the Thai side has intensified its 
military assaults on the Lao positions in the hope of 
scoring military victories so they will be at an advantage 
should negotiations be held. 


The LPDR Foreign Affairs Ministry strongly condemns 
the new and more extensive military attacks launched by 
the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries with a view to esca- 
lating and intensifying the fighting in Na Bonoi canton, 
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Boten District, and demands that the Thai side immedi- 
ately cease committing such acts because they are under- 
mining the Lao Government's efforts to settle the prob- 
lem through negotiation and the long-awaited 
aspirations of the Thai people themseives as well as of 
the Lao and other peoples throughout the world. 


The LPDR Foreign Affairs Ministry urgently calls on the 
Thai Government to expeditiously reply to the LPDR 
Government's consistent and reasonable proposals so 
that the Lao side can consider necessary steps in making 
preparations for negotiations in Bangkok. 


The Lao Government and people once again call on the 
fraternal Thai people to cooperate with us in urging the 
Thai Government to negotiate with the Lao Government 
soon in order to end the armed clashes and to attain a 
lasting peaceful settlement to the problem. [end record- 


ing] 


After that our Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman 
replied to questions posed by local and foreign reporters 
to everyone’s satisfaction in a straightforward, clearcut, 
and detailed manner. 


More Mass Rallies Held To Denounce Thailand 
BKO11101 Vientiane KPL in English 
0941 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February | (KPL)—Mass rallies have 
been organized in Luang Prabang and Vientiane Prov- 
inces to denounce ultra-rightist Thai reactionary troops 
armed attacks to annex the Lao territory in Na Bonoi 
village, Boten District, northwestern Province of Saya- 
boury. 


The meetings denounced the ultra-rightist Thai reaction- 
ary troops which are continuing their attacks against the 
Lao territory, described these acts as a violation to the 
Lao sovereignty, and running counter to the spirit of the 
Lao-Thai brotherly relations, and violation of the UN 
charter and international relations. The participants at 
the rallies expressed their full support to the communi- 
que of the government of the LPDR. They also urged the 
Thai side to find ways to solve this problem by peaceful 
and constructive means. 


UN Representative Calls for Thai Talks 
BK300854 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Text] Aloun Keositthikhoun, LPDR charg: d'affaires to 
the United Nations, told a news conference which was 
held at the UN headquarters on 28 January that the Lao 
Government is interested in settling the border dispute 
with Thailand through peaceful means to quickly nor- 
malize relations between the countries and revive peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia. He said that the Lao 
Government has once again proposed to the Thai side 
the resumption of talks and expressed its readiness to 
send a delegation to Thailand for that purpose in early 
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February, adding that if the Thai side cannot accept the 
proposal, the Lao side is also ready to welcome a Thai 
delegation in Vientiane during the said period. The Lao 
representative went On to Say that it is necessary to settle 
the conflict through negotiations so as to revive good- 
neighborly relations between the two countries. 


Thai Envoy Meets Press on Border Dispute 
BK301038 Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 
30 Jan 88 


[Text] Vientiane, January 30 (KPL)—Thai ambassador 
to Laos, Niran Phanuphong, yesterday evening spoke to 
Lao media men here to explain Thailand’s position 
regarding the Lao-Thai border dispute. 


In his expose, the Thai ambassador employed a series of 
maps previously used for the benefits of foreign diplo- 
mats in Bangkok by the Thai Foreign Ministry’s Press 
Department to back the claim over the disputed area. 


It is to be noted that the maps used, however, were at 
variance with the one based on the 1907 Franco-Siamese 
Treaty on the border line between the two countries. 


Views Phoun Sipaseut Visit 
BK011022 Vientiane KPL in English 
0918 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February |st—The Thai side is ready 
to welcome the Lao foreign minister in Bangkok. No 
invitation will be issued and Phoun Sipaseut will not be 
received as the head of the Lao delegation at the talks 
with the Thai side, PASASON quoted Thai ambassador 
to Laos at a meeting with Lao media men here on last 
January 29. 


Ambassador Niran Phanuphong of the Kingdom of 
Thailand answering a question whether it is true that 
F.M. [foreign minister] of Thailand, M. Sitthi Sawetsila 
has declared in Bangkok that he is ready to meet M. 
Phoun Sipaseut, Lao foreign minister, the Thai ambas- 
sador said: the Thai side is ready to welcome M. Phoun 
Sipaseut in Bangkok. The government, however, will not 
send the Lao foreign minister any invitation. He added: 
the Thai side will not consider him as the head of a Lao 
delegation to negotiate with the Thai side. His stay in 
thailand will be regarded as a simple visit to Thailand. 


In his expose, the Thai ambassador employed a series of 
maps previously used for the benefits of foreign diplo- 
mats in Bangkok by the Thai Foreign Ministry’s Press 
Department to back the claim over th disputed area. 


It is to be noted that the used maps, however, were at 
variance with the one based on the 1907 Franco-Siamese 
Treaty on the border line between the two countries. 
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Thai Ambassador Summoned for Clarification 
BKO11058 Vientiane KPL in English 
0932 GMT |! Feb 88 


{Text} Vientiane, February | (KPL}—Mr Sombat 
Chounlamani, head of the Department Number 3 of the 
Lao Foreign Ministry, on January 30 asked clarification 
from Thai Ambassdor to Laos Niran Phanuphong, on 
the Thai Government’s invitation to delegation of the 
Lao Government to hold talks in Bangkok. The occasion 
was so arranged following a rather confusing statement 
made by the Thai ambassador at his talk with Lao 
journalists on January 29. 


If the Thai side agreed to hold talks in Bangkok, the Thai 
Government would have to send an official letter for the 
Lao Government to consider, said Sombat Chounla- 
mani. 


On this same occasion, he protested against the ultra- 
rightist Thai reactionaries who made use of hooligans in 
the demonstration at the Lao Embassy in Bangkok 
during which grossly base words in describing Lao lead- 
ers, by destroying Lao coat of arms and other embassy’s 
properties. [sentence as received] 


He further pointed out that the second demonstration on 
January 29 was even more serious than the first during 
which Lao leaders’ effigies were burnt, abusing words 
and curses were made on Lao people. He demanded Thai 
officials to take measures to stop such unbecoming 
activities. 


Referring to Thai reactionaries’ continued attacks and 
attempts to annex Lao territory in Boten District, Som- 
bat Chounlaman; demanded the Thai side to respond to 
the Lao Government proposal for solving the probem by 
means of peace. 


Paper Says Thailand Evading Talks on Problems 
BK011023 Vientiane KPL in English 
0922 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February Ist (KPL)}—The daily PASA- 
SON today comments on the systematic attempts by 
Thailand to evade Lao-Thai talks on the peaceful settle- 
ment of bilateral problems. 


PASASON recalls the negative attitude maintained by 
some Thai officials towards the holding of Lao-Thai 
talks proposed by the Lao side on January 25. To this 
extent, Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila due to 
public pressure, had to state his willingness to meet with 
his Lao counterpart, while other seniour Thai officials, 
such as PM’s Secretary Prasong Sunsiri, declared no 
talks with Laos unless the talks agenda have been agreed 
upon beforehand. Earlier, in his recent interview to THE 
NATION paper, Sitthi Sawetsila further complicated the 
Lao-Thai affairs by declaring no talks with Laos on 
border dispute. 
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There exists Thai foreign minister’s sincerity on his 
uncertainty with regards to the meeting with his Lao 
counterpart. Along the same line, Thai Ambassador to 
Laos Niran Phanuphong stated on January 29: There 
will be no invitation from Thailand for the Lao Foreign 
minister’s visit in Bangkok. If Phoun Sipaseut will go to 
Bangkok, but not in a capacity as a negotiator, the Thai 
side will receive him, the Thai ambassador said. For the 
holding of Lao-Thai talks as pursued by the Thai circles, 
there manifests in the Thai circles insincerity for the 
settlement of border dispute triggered by Thailand at 
Lao Boten District, northwestern Province of Saya- 
boury. The yes and no for talks voiced in turn by seniour 
Thai officials are nothing more than deceitful attempts 
to evade the talks. The statements applied merely to 
lessen pressure exerted by Thai public that calls for a 
development of Lao-Thai neighbourliness, PASASON 
points out. 


To prove his willingness for talks with Lao Foreign 
Minister Phoun Sipaseut, Sitthi Sawetsila ought to 
extend an invitatien to the Lao Government. Not doing 
so, there will be an even broader call from Thai public 
demanding that Sitthi Sawetsila better resign from the 
leading diplomatic position and acquaint himself with 
other suitable work, PASASON notes in conclusion. 


CPV Historians Arrive for Working Visit 
BKO11105 Vientiane KPL in English 
0828 GMT I Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February Ist (KPL)}—A team of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam history researchers led by 
the head of department concerned arrived here yesterday 
for a working visit. 


The Vietnamese party historians are to take part in a 
consultative meeting among the heads of the parties 
historical study departments of the three Indochinese 
countries due to be opened here on February 6. 


The meeting is to focus around the execution of the 
programme aimed at mutually consolidating the tri- 
partite cooperation in the field. 


KPL Reports Opening of 1988 SPC Plenum 
BK0201056 Vientiane KPL in English 
0933 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February 2 (KPL}—The People’s 
Supreme Assembly [PSA] opens here today its annual 
and ordinary session with the attendance of Kaysone 
Phomvihan, general secretary of the LPRP CC, chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers of the Lao PDR. 


Also in attendance were Souphanouvong, Politburo 
member of the LPRP CC, president of the Lao PDR and 
the PSA, whose health is now gradually getting better, 
and other memebrs of the party CC’s Politburo and 
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vice-presidents of the PSA and Vice-Chairmen of the 
Council of Ministers Nouhak Phoumsavan, Phoumi 
Vongvichit, Phoun Sipaseut, Sisomphon Lovansai, and 
Sali Vongkhamsao. 


Members and alternate members of the LPRP CC, and 
other members of the LPRP CC, [as published] vice- 
president and acting-president of the PSA [words indis- 
tinct] speech declaring the official inauguration of the 
session. He said that the PSA’s 1988 session is held 
under an atmosphere of elation of the 4th party congress 
resolution. He also hailed the success of the recent Sth 
plenum of the LPRP (4th congress), describing it as a 
significant hallmark in the national political, economic 
and social life. 


In turn, K. Phomvihan addressed the session, in which 
he reported the success of the Sth party plenum (4th 
congress) to the gathering. He recalled that the plenum 
evaluated the important evolution of world and regional 
situations in 1987, and reaffirmed the introduction of a 
new concept in the party’s foreign policy programmes 
Starting from the reality and special national features, 
existing in the country where the economy is natural and 
semi-natural in character. 


Paper on Success of LPRP Fifth Plenum 
BKO11014 Vientiane KPL in English 
0903 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] Vientiane, February | (KPL) — PASASON today 
editorially hails the successful outcome of the Sth ple- 
num of the LPRP CC (fourth congress) describing the 
plenum, which drew lessons from the last twelve years’ 
practical deeds, as an important event from which more 
suitable orientations for future steps compatible with the 
nation’s special features were determined. 


The paper recapitulates that the plenum chaired by the 
general secretary of the LPRP CC, with unanimity, 
defined in considerable details economic orientations, 
programmes and policies in line with the country’s 
reality and the spirit of restructuring taking place in the 
socialist community. 


The decisions taken at the Sth plenum and to be applied 
during the transitory period involving the restructuring 
of economic management and the raising of the effi- 
ciency in the organised policy execution with regards to 
monetary, banking, the state, joint state-private ven- 
tures, private sector of economy matters among others, 
adds the paper. [sentence as received] These orientations 
and policies will serve as a compass for the entire 
society’s activities aiming at urgently transforming the 
natural and semi-natural characteristics of our economy 
to the production of goods according to the socialist 
orientiation, and so doing, the potential of the nation can 
be hoped to be fully exploited, on the one hand, and our 
international economic cooperation can be best accom- 
plished on the other. 
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The outcome of the last party plenum proves the ability 
and creativeness of the leadership which the people are 
proud of and thanks to this leadership, our revolution is 
sure to score more and greater victories, points out the 
paper adding that the entire people need to study and 
assimilate the decisions of the 5th plenum of the LPRP 
CC (fourth congress). 


Briefs 
Komsomol Order to Youth Leader 


Vientiane, January 30 (KPL)}—The Komsomol highest 
order, on January 29 was conferred here on Thongvin 
Phomvihan, the first secretary of the Lao People’s Rev- 
olutionary Youth Union Central Committee, by Yuriy 
Mikheyev, ambassador of the Soviet Union to Laos. The 
honour was bestowed on her in recognition of her 
endeavour for peace and strengthening of friendship and 
solidarity among nations. Yuriy Mikheyev, also 
expressed best wishes to Mrs. Thongvin Phomvihan on 
the occasion of her 50th birthday. [Text] /Vientiane KPL 
English 0913 GMT 30 Jan 88 BK] 


Indonesian Drought Relief Aid 


Vientiane, January 29 (KPL)}—The ambassador of the 
Indonesian Republic, Bambang Sumaniri, on January 28 
met Souban Salitthilat, deputy-minister for foreign 
affairs, and handed him a cheque worth $U.S.24,000. 
This was Indonesian aid to help Laos to fight against 
drought. [Text] /Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 29 
Jan 88 BK] 


Philippines 


Bases Discussions To Take Place in U.S. 
HK020453 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] A delegation from the Philippine Council of 
Foreign Relations headed by Supreme Court Justice 
Florentino Feliciano will confer with American officials 
on the U.S. bases issue. The trip by the group is being 
sponsored by the Asia Foundation, which is connected 
with the U.S. State Department. The Philippine delega- 
tion will be made up of scholars and officials formerly 
connected with the last administration. 


The Republic of the Philippines-U.S. bases agreement, 
which expires in 1991, is due for review this year. 


Manglapus Says No Bases Extension Beyond 1991 
HK011327 Hong Kong AFP in English 1259 GMT 
1 Feb 88 


[Text] Manila, Feb | (AFP)}—The Philippines will not 
discuss any extension beyond 1991 of U.S. access to two 
military bases here when the two sides review the current 
agreement this year, Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus 
said Monday. 
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The Manila panel will call for a discussion of a consti- 
tutional ban on nuclear weapons on Philippine territory, 
legal jurisdiction over crimes involving U.S. servicemen, 
a nw compensation package, and labor problems, he 
said. 


Mr Manglapus was speaking to a news conference after 
attending a meeting of a preparatory committee review- 
ing the current agreement governing U.S. access to Clark 
Air Base and Subic Naval Base, the two largest U.S. 
overseas military facilities. 


The agreement expires in 1991. 


President Corazon Aquino created the joint executive- 
legislative committee to prepare for the bilateral talks 
this year, for which no date has been set. 


‘Legal questions of jurisdiction, the nuclear issue, and 
problems of labor and compensation,” are to be brought 
up by the Manila panel, Mr Manglapus said. 


He said the study group reached a consensus to refrain 
from bringing up an extension of the current agreement 
beyond 1991, and that the compensation package to be 
discussed “will only be good for 1990 and 1991.” 


The current five-year compensation agreement ending in 
1989 stipulates a 900 million-dollar package to the host 
in the form of military and economic aid. 


Several congressmen have been calling for a higher rent 
while others have broached the idea of a three- to 
five-year extension in exchange for a writing off of 
Manila’s 28.6 billion-dollar foreign debt. 


The Constitution bans the storage or passage of nuclear 
weapons on Philippine soil if it is “consistent with the 
national interest.” Washington neither confirms nor 
denies the presence of nuclear facilities in Clark and 
Subic, which employs 68,000 Filipinos. 


There has been a long-running disagreement between the 
two countries over jurisdiction of so-called ‘“‘on-base and 
off-base crimes,” especially those involving U.S. military 
personnel. 


Mr Manglapus also said a “constitutional question” 
existed in the current agreement because it called for a 
one-year notice by either side if they did not want a 
renewal, while the Philippine constitution provides for 
an automatic termination after 1991. 


A member of the committee, House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Lorna-Verano 
Yap, told reporters the study group discussed the debt- 
for-bases deal. But Mr Manglapus denied this. 


A US. aircraft carrier allegedly carrying nuclear weap- 
ons docked at Subic Monday, a Philippine anti-nuclear 
group charged. 
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Subic spokesmen told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that 
following official U.S. policy, they would not confirm or 
deny if the U.S.S. Enterprise was nuclear-armed or 
powered. 


They said the carrier and its escorts were On a routine 
port call of about four days. 


The Reverend Elmo Manapat, secretary-general of the 
Nuclear Free Philippines Coalition (NFPC), told AFP 
the Enterprise was equipped with “tactical nuclear weap- 
ons.” 


Congressmen Comment on Bases Issue Options 
HK011307 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] The panels assigned to study the R.P. [Repub- 
lic of the Philippines]-U.S. bases agreement have not yet 
formulated their stand. This was the statement of GAD 
[Grand Alliance for Democracy] spokesman Francisco 
Tatad at the Kapihan sa Maynila [Manila Coffeeshop 
Forum] this mornipg. Tatad said it is not yet time to 
formulate the options because we are not yet prepared to 
implement them. Minority floor leader Juan Ponce 
Enrile said that there is a great need to carry out 
extensive consultation on the U.S. bases the issue of 
security is involved, and the people’s reactions have to 
be heard. 


{Begin Enrile recording in English] | am now [words 
indistinct] whether it is indifferent for the country or not 
that these American military facilities should continue to 
remain in our country. And I would like to give myself 
that flexibility by now stating that I am reviewing and 
[words indistinct]. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Senate President Pro Tempore Teofisto 
Guingona said that the options should remain open until 
1991. 


[Begin Guingona recording in English] Since we are 
called upon to review the bases agreement [words indis- 
tinct] to keep off the [words indistinct] while keeping 
options open, meaning really having options, not just the 
renegotiation of bases, and I would like to see this started 
more [words indistinct] in the next few years. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 


Editorial on Superpowers’ Concern Over Bases 
HKO11515 Manila MANILA STANDARD in English 
30 Jan 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “A Filipino Issue} 


[Text] The stream of American and Russian officials 
meeting with government leaders manifests the concern 
of the two superpowers over the fate of the impending 
reexamination of the military bases treaty. 
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In just three weeks, seven U.S. officials visited Manila 
and sought audiences with President Aquino and some 
congressional officials. The last of these officials was 
U.S. Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs Gaston Sigur who, after conferring with Presi- 
dent Aquino, told newsmen he was confident that the 
government would opt for the bases’ retention beyond 
1991. Whether he got favorable signals from his visit or 
he was just putting up a brave front, we do not know, but 
it’s sure that the Americans wouldn’t miss a trick to get 
what they want. 


Not to be outdone, the Soviets launched a similar 
diplomatic offensive, this time to swing the Philippine 
stand to the opposite direction. Last Monday, Soviet 
Ambassador Oleg Sokholov, bearing a bronze bust of 
Mrs Aquino, called on her during her birthday. Sokholov 
said afterwards the the bases were not actually discussed, 
but that he did reiterate Moscow’s offer on the matter. 


The Americans and the Soviet present different wares for 
their respective suits, though both, while proceeding 
from different premises, make a currency out of regional 
security. The Americans have made pointed and guarded 
reference to their “mini-Marshall” plan and trade expan- 
sion as tied somewhere to the retention of the bases. On 
the other hand, the Soviets offer to withdraw their air 
and naval forces at Vietnam’s Cam Rahn Bay if the U.S. 
forces pull out from the Philippines. 


We suppose that the two nations have to push for their 
own selfish interests, and that they might have a right to 
such a course but whatever they do must only be at our 
forbearance. It appears that they are on the verge of 
taxing Our graciousness. 


Now that we are so close to the date of renegotiation and 
now that diverse arguments are being expounded, and 
policymakers are in the process of firming up the gov- 
ernment’s position, it is incumbent upon external forces 
to hold their peace. The bases issue is exclusively a 
\ Filipino issue. For 40 years, the foreign bases have 
occupied our heartland; that we choose to allow it or at 
any moment cease to allow it should be a purely Filipino 
decision. We do not need outside importunings or extra- 
neous remarks. 


Such is the gravity of the bases question that we do not 
even believe that deciding on it should solely be the 
President’s task. The decision should collectively be 
arrived at. 


We see Congress as the proper venue for discussion, even 
for decision-making, for it houses as wide a representa- 
tion of the people as we can muster. Although a plebi- 
scite is ideal, we don’t think we can afford such an 
exercise right now, and it may not draw enough partici- 
pation. There may be a good voter turnout in Central 
and Western Luzon, where the two bases directly cast 
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their influence, but not in the Visayas or in Mindanao 
for the nation’s true sentiments to prevail. And the 
nation’s true sentiment, not-withstanding the superpow- 
ers’ interest, must prevail. 


Embassies Adopt Tighter Security Measures 
HK021241 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 2 Feb 88 pp 1, 10 


[Text] Still unidentified men drove Thursday to the 
residence of the West German ambassador in Makati but 
left when told the envoy was not there, a member of the 
Bonn Embassy reported yesterday. 


This developed as the embassies of the United States, 
Great Britain and Australia adopted tighter security 
measures following reports that their officials and 
nationals may be possible targets for communist terrorist 
attacks. 


A West German embassy staffer told the ASSOCIATED 
PRESS the armed men had identified themselves as 
“secret service 2” agents when they drove to the resi- 
dence of Ambassador Peter Scholz in Makati. 


The diplomat, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said a security guard saw weapons in the car. He added 
the group left without explaining why it wanted to speak 
with Scholz. At the same time, spokespersons for the 
U.S., Australian, British and Israeli embassies denied 
reports linking their countries to the Armed Forces’ 
counterinsurgency campaign. 


“The Embassy of Israel categorically denies any role in 
the counterinsurgency in the Philippines and insists that 
allegations made in the name of the (rebel) spokesman 
are completely baseless,’ a press statement said. 


U.S. Embassy spokesman Gerald Huchell reiterated that 
contrary to the rebel’s claim, neither the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) or the U.S. Government was 
providing assistance to the AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] on counterinsurgency. 


Reacting to a report Saturday that an assassination 
attempt on U.S. Ambassador Nicholas Platt was being 
considered by communist rebels, Huchell reiterated the 
embassy’s statement that it was “taking all threats seri- 
ously.” 


But Huchell refused to say whether Platt’s movements 
have been restricted, adding the embassy was taking 
precautions “adequate to the situation.” 


Sources at the British Embassy said that while the British 
Government was “not in any way” involved in counte- 
rinsurgency here, officials here were “obviously con- 
cerned” by the threat aired by the the guerrilla spokes- 
man. 
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The rebels had said the list of potential targets for attack 
was being expanded to include nationalities other than 
Filipinos and Americans. 


Military Calls NPA Radio Claims ‘Brazen Lie’ 
HK021229 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 2 Feb 88 p 6 


[Text] The military said yesterday the communist guer- 
rillas were not capable of controlling any part of the 
country. 


It also belied the rebels’ claim that they had about 30,000 
full-time and part-time guerrillas. 


Col. Oscar Florendo, Armed Forces spokesman 
described the rebel statements as “another desperate and 
exaggerated attempt to bolster their own morale and at 
the same time destabilize the country.” 


“A complete and a brazen lie.” Florendo described the 
rebel claims in a news conference in Camp Aguinaldo 
late yesterday afternoon. 


In a radio broadcast over an unused frequency on the 
FM band Saturday night, rebel spokesman Fidel Alinea 
said the New People’s Army had 83 combat battalions or 
about 30,000 full-time and part-time guerrillas deployed 
in almost all 73 provinces of the country, including 
Muslim-dominated areas in Mindanao. 


“May mga puwersa tayong handang sumalakay at kon- 
trolin ang mga lugar na ito” [“We have the force ready to 
attack and control the places’’}, Alinea boasted during a 
broadcast that started at around 9 p.m. 


It was the second broadcast of the rebels’ clandestine 
radio station which they called Radyo Sierra Madre— 
ang tinig ng Malayang Pilipinas [Voice of the Free 
Philippines], since last Dec. 26, the 19th anniversary of 
the Communist Party of the Philippines. 


The military described the second broadcast as “very 
weak and very crude.” citing the poor reception, static 
and long pauses during the hour-long broadcast. 


Florendo said the military monitored the entire broad- 
cast but could not locate the exact spot from where 
Alinea was broadcasting. 


Florendo said Alinea apparently was moving from one 
position to another to escape detection from the mili- 
tary’s Communications experts. 


He said, however, Alinea was broadcasting only in Metro 
Manila and not in the Sierra Madre mountain ranges as 
the rebel spokesman tried to make it appear. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In a statement read before reporters, Florendo said “‘it is 
clear that the NPA wishes to create an image of strength 
and formation way beyond their own numbers and 
resources just to cause apprehension among the popula- 
tion.” 


Based on military intelligence records, Florendo said the 
NPA numbered no more than 25,000 with only 60 
percent (15,000) of them armed. 


Florendo called on the people to reject and stop support- 
ing the rebels, “who kill innocent people, bomb bridges, 
impose heavy taxation and who will prevent any type of 
religious worship.” 


Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Ramon Montano, PC-INP chief, 
urged the military and police field commanders to try to 
get more people to support the counterinsurgency cam- 
paign of the Government. 


In his first command conference in Qamp Crame, Mon- 
tano also asked the field commanders to organize and 
develop a stronger barangay intelligence system to 
counter the rebels’ political activities in the countryside. 


Says NPA Now 25,000 Strong 
HK020735 Hong Kong AFP in English 0726 
GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Manila, Feb 2 AFP)}—The Philippine military 
Tuesday said the strength of the communist New Peo- 
ple’s Army (NPA) had risen to 25,000 and vowed to 
destroy the rebels this year with military and political 
offensives. 


The estimate was up by 2,000 from last year’s official 
figure and 5,000 less than the total regulars and militia- 
men claimed by the NPA in a clandestine radio broad- 
cast over the weekend. 


Chief-of-staff General Renato de Villa told a news con- 
ference that the NPA was now “in the level of 25,000 
now or thereabouts” nationwide with 15,000 to 16,000 
firearms. He did not classify the guerrillas into regulars 
or militia. 


The armed forces has 160,000 troops, but unlike the 
mobile guerrillas they are largely stationed in barracks 
and urban centers and occasionally involved in police 
and other non-combat duties. 


“Our objective now is not just to maintain peace and 
order in the country. Our objective is to go out and 
destroy the enemy,” Gen. de Villa said in his first news 
conference since becoming chief of staff 10 days ago. 


He said the military will focus on the communist polit- 
ical infrastructure, which he described as the “greater 
threat” than the more visible NPA. 
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“We will have to generate a stronger offensive effort. a 
higher spirit of the campaign, to bring down the capabil- 
ity of the enemy, and eventually to break up their guerilla 
force and reverse the situation that we are in now.” 


He said attacking the infrastructure was where “good 
government, justice, livelihood and the delivery of basic 
services would have to come in.” 


“This is where the conflict will be decided eventually,” 
he said. 


He said the military was encountering new aspects of the 
problem in the form of “‘soldiarity groups” abroad 
generating funds for the NPA, but added that so far no 
foreign government has backed the insurgents’ | 9-year- 
old campaign. 


The military earlier estimated tgat the communists 
received eight million dollars in cash and in kind last 
year from abroad. 


Gen. de Villa said the military will also address commu- 
nist efforts to infiltrate political institutions. 


On urban guerrilla assassinations of police officers and 
soldiers, he said “we will give them the same measures 
that they have been giving to our officers and men,” 
stressing that all measures will abide by the law. 


More than 100 policemen, soldiers and civilians were 
slain by the NPA in Manila and suburbs last year. 


Gen. de Villa said two recent radio broadcasts by a 
communist spokesman on the FM band were made by a 
mobile transmitter. 


“We will try to determine where it is and whoever is 
there we will take him out,” he said. 


Ramos Announces Rebel Amnesty Program End 
HK020239 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos yesterday [1 Feb- 
ruary] said the amnesty for communist and other rebels 
will end on 28 February. In this connection, the govern- 
ment has launched a massive inter-agency civic action 
program to provide various forms of government assis- 
tance to the countryside, particularly in western Minda- 
nao. 


The defense chief directed a naval district office in this 
city to provide one naval boat for the district to counter 
any move by rebels to alienate the rural areas against the 
government. Ramos said the |-year amnesty program 
follows the national reconciliation and development 
program set in action by the president under Letter of 
Instruction 103. 
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Boy Killed During Local Election Protest 
HK020959 Hong Kong AFP in English 0836 GMT 2 
Feb 88 


[Text] Manila, Feb 2 (AFP)—A child was reported killed 
and dozens of other people injured Tuesday in a nearby 
town when police used clubs and tear gas to disperse 
some 1.000 rioters protesting local election results. 


The incident occurred as President Corazon Aquino 
appealed for unity among political rivals in the wake of 
the January 18 elections for provincial, city and town 
officials, the country’s first local polls in eight years. 


News reports said that a five-year old boy suffocated to 
death when security forces fired tear-gas to disperse 
about 1,000 rioters who had barricaded the road to the 
Muntinlupa town hall south of here. 


Police said they were investigation the reporters, carried 
by state-run television and newspapers. but declined to 
confirm the death of the unidentified boy who was at the 
scene of the riot. 


A photographer who was on the scene told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE that the boy collapsed after inhaling 
a massive does of tear gas, but there was no independent 
confirmation of the death. 


It was the worst case of post-election violence near 
Manila so far. Mrs Aquino, who was visiting two nearby 
provinces to formally proclaim winners of the elections, 
appealed for unity in a visit to Tarlac, her hometown 
north of the capital. “It is time for all of us to be united,” 
she said. “The elections are over. The people have shown 
who they want their leaders to be.” 


She also warned elected local officials that they will be 
made “accountable” to her if they fail to live up to the 
electorate’s expectations. 


The Muntinlupa rioters were supporters of losing oppo- 
sition candidates who accused administration candidate 
Ignacio Bunye of winning by fraud. The rioters first 
stormed the town hall Monday, when six of them were 
injured after being hit by water cannon. The building 
was damaged. 


Police and eyewitnesses said the rioters set up barricades 
Tuesday with cement pipes, torn-down posts and burn- 
ing tires in front of the town hall. 


Security forces arrived to disperse the crowd with trun- 
cheons, water cannons and tear-gas, amid a barrage of 
stones from the rioters. One officer leading the dispersal 
was wounded in the head by a rock, the police said. 


Election officials Tuesday said the vote was largely 
peaceful in four troubled provinces south of here where 
delayed polls were held Monday under heavy military 
guard. 
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Police said communist and Mosiem rebels mounted 
attacks in two provinces, delaying voting in 100 pre- 
cincts with an average of 200 votes each, but observers 
said the incidents paled compared to past polls. 


Insurgents Prevent Voting, Injure Voters 
HK020501 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Eleven persons, including a rebel commander, 
have been reported killed in an encounter between 
government forces and rebels in Leyte. Soldiers confis- 
cated documents bearing a list of anticommunist admin- 
istration candidatas marked for liquidation. 


Meanwhile, thousands of voters in various parts of Levte 
that are under rebel influence were prevented from 
voting yesterday by the insurgents. 


Reports have also been received of some men in fatigues 
Strafing a precinct in San Isidro, northern Samar, 
wounding many voters. 


Security Forces Prepare for MNLF Attacks 
HK020753 Hong Kong AFP in English 0743 GMT 
2 Feb 88 


[By Immanuel Jaldon] 


[Excerpt] Zamboanga, Philippines, Feb 2 (AFP)}—Secu- 
rity forces here are bracing for guerilla strikes in the 
coming weeks by Libyan-backed Moslem separatist 
rebels seeking membership in the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 


Major General Cesar Tapia, chief of the Philippine 
Southern Command, said he expected the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) to mount attacks 
ahead of a scheduled OIC meeting next month in Jordan 
in order to dramatize its bid. 


The MNLF has been campaigning for a separate state for 
the Moros, the fiercely independent Moslem minority of 
this largely Roman Catholic nation, for 16 years. Its 
main backer and arms supplier is Libya. 


Maj Gen Tapia minimised the possibility of an all-out 
war similar to the carnage in Mindanao and surrounding 
islands in the 1970’s which left an estimated 100,000 
guerillas, troops and civilians dead. 


“They might resort to guerilla warfare and sporadic 
sabotage and terroristic activities,” he told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE in this bustling Moslem-Christian 
city that hosts the regional military headquarters. 


He said that if the MNLF gained membership, it would 
have the authority to set up field offices in OIC coun- 
tries, get more aid, and gain a springboard to be a U.N. 
observer like the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO). 
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President Corazon Aquino is offering the Moros political 
autonomy and is concerned about fresh hostilities here 
which would divert government resources from the more 
serious insurgency led by the communist New People’s 
Army. 


She forged a ceasefire with MNLF chief Nur Misuari in 
September 1986. The peace has generally held except for 
skirmishes, but was broken increasingly in recent weeks 
by incidents which the military so far sees as police 
problems. 


Maj Gen Tapia estimates MNLF strength at {0,000 
regulars armed with Soviet-made AK-47 rifles, mortars 
and B-40 rocket launchers, slipped in via the “southern 
backdoor,” a reference to the Malaysian state of Sabah. 


He said 13 military combat battalions, six of them 
battle-tested Marines, are now stationed here in western 
Mindanao. Seven other battalions are in central Minda- 
nao, where an MNLF rival faction is based. 


At an average of 600 men each, the 20 battalions would 
have 12,000 troops. Thousands of police, paramilitary 
and militia forces will back them up. 


Maj Gen Tapia said the MNLF had ammunition only for 
a week of full-scale warfare—a claim dismissed by 
MNLF leaders who vow to fight for many years more if 
necessary after four centuries of resisting full control by 
Manila. [passage omitted] 


Senate sources said Philippine intelligence chief Rodolfo 
Canieso told a closed session in Manila Tuesday that 
Moslem separatists are regrouping for a major offensive 
timed to start during the regular meeting of the Organi- 
zation of the Islamic Conference next month 


He said the MNLF, MILF [Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front] and a third rival faction, the MNLF-Reformists 
are all involved. 


Both the fundamentalist MILF and the Reformists split 
from the MNLF over leadership disputes in the past 
decade. 


Senate sources said Mr. Canieso warned the closed 
senate session that the Moro separatists had obtained 
new firearms and ammunition from Middle East sourc- 
es, including Soviet-made AK-47 assault rifles. 


MNLF Calls Government Move ‘Sign of Panic’ 
HK291329 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
29 Jan 88 p 3 


[By Joey Salgado and Manuel Del Carmen] 


[Text] A Muslim rebel leader yesterday described “as a 
sign of panic” the Department of Foreign Affairs’ [DFA] 
move recalling all ambassadors to the Middle East for 
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discussions on ways to block the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front’s bid to become a member of the Organiza- 
tion of Islamic Conference [OIC]. 


Sultan Macapaton Abbas Jr., political officer of the 
reformist wing of the MNLF, also predicted a unification 
of Muslim and communist insurgent forces as a response 
to President Aquino’s recent call for stepped-up military 
operations on rebel forces. 


The unification would take a long process, but the 
MNLF and the National Democratic Front would even- 
tually forge a common front against the Aquino govern- 
ment, he said. 


Abbas belittled reports the DFA plans to launch a 
diplomatic offensive to block the MNLF bid, saying the 
government has nothing to offer the OIC. 


He said the OIC supports the MNLF’s demand for 
autonomy for 13 provinces in Mindanao without a 
plebiscite. 


“The governemnt must put in black and white what they 
are willing to give the Moro people. And this should be 
spelled out in a proposed bill which should be endorsed 
by the President to Congress outlining her policies on 
autonomy,” Abbas told MALAYA. 


“What has the government to offer? It had disregarded 
the OIC’s offer to mediate between the MNLF and the 
government when the talks broke down last June,” he 
added. 


Abbas said he expects an increase in both moral and 
material support to the Muslim insurgents from the 
sympathetic Muslim countries. 


The OIC meeting, to be held in March in Jordan, will 
take up the MNLF’s application for full membership as 
a separate Muslim state. 


MNLF Confident of Islamic Body Membership 
H*¥ 290951 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] MNLF chairman Nur Misuari has expressed 
his belief that the MNLF will be accepted as a member of 
the Islamic Conference Organization [ICO]. In an inter- 
view with Misuari in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, he warned 
against ASEAN Muslim members who will try to stop his 
bid for membership in the ICO which is schedule to meet 
in Amman, Jordan on 21 March. According to him, the 
MNLF will create trouble in Southeast Asia if the 
ASEAN Muslim communities sabotage his plan. Misuari 
has announced that majority of the ICO members are 
supportive of his application, but the ICO refuses to 
comment on his statement. If the ICO approves the 
MNLF’s application, the latter will have the right to 
represent itself in each country, like the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organization. [passage omitted] 
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Ramos Doubts Qualifications 
HK020507 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Tex] The Philippine Government is optimistic that the 
Organization of Islamic Countries [as heard] will not 
grant full membership status to the seccesionist MNLF 
group. This was according to Defense Secretary Fidel 
Ramos. 


In his first out of town press conference since being 
named defense secretary, Ramos said he believed the 
MNLF would not qualify to be member of the powerful 
Muslim organization. 


The MNLF enioys the status of an observer in the OIC. 
However, MNLF chairman Nur Misuari has launched 
an extensive campaign abroad for the MNLF to be 
recognized as a member of the Muslim body when the 
OIC holds its annual meeting in March this year in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 


The Philippine Government has also launched a 
counter-diplomatic drive to stop the MNLF from being 
an OIC member. 


UN No Longer To Question Human Rights Record 
HK281401 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 28 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] The Philippines is no longer on the list of coun- 
tries whose record on human rights will be scrutinized 
and questioned during the annual meeting on Monday of 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights 
{UNCHR] in Geneva, Foreign Undersecretary Jose D. 
Ingles said yesterday. 


Just the same, however, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) has asked the Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) to submit a report on the status of the 
cases of human rights abuses that have been filed before 
it. This is in anticipation that some non-governmental 
Organizations who may observe the Geneva meeting 
would raise questions on the human rights situation 
here, Ingles said. 


“You can’t prevent non-governmental organizations 
from making statements there,”’ Ingles said, “so we have 
to be up on our toes.” Ingles, who is the Philippine 
representative to the meeting, said it will be his task to 
“refute” whatever allegations may be hurled against the 
government on human rights. “This government has 
never adopted a policy of violating human rights,” Ingles 
said. 


Local human rights groups as well as international fact- 
finding missions which visited the Philippines last year 
had claimed that violations of human rights continue to 
be committed by the military and the policy. 
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Ingles said under the Marcos regime, the Philippines had 
been included in the UNCHR’s list of countries where a 
“consistent pattern of massive and flagrant violations of 
human rights were recorded. 


Human Rights Body Sees ‘Serious’ Violations 
OW301041 Tokyo KYODO in English 0859 GMT 
30 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 30 KYODO—The Asian Human 
Rights Commission (AHRC) Saturday said the Philip- 
pine Government’s “total war” policy against commu- 
nist insurgents has resulted in “serious and unjustifi- 
able” human rights violations. 


A nine-member group from the Hong Kong-based 
AHRC conducted a 12-day tour of several insurgency- 
wracked provinces in the country upon the invitation of 
Protestant church groups. 


“Our impression is total militarization of the country, 
turning the whole of the Philippines into a battlefield 
and pitting civilian against civilian in a war that should 
be fought between two armies,” it said in 4 statement 
read during a news conference. 


The mission cited violations committed by military- 
backed anti-communist vigilantes in Kidapawan and 
Davao on Mindanao Island and in Cebu in Central 
Visayas. Most of the material gathered, they said, were 
based on testimonies of human rights victims. 


The AHRC mission also said it was “deeply disturbed” 
by statements made by President Corazon Aquino that 
allegation of human rights abuses raised by critics from 
the left were “total lies.” 


The 55-year old president made the remarks during the 
formal turnover of the Armed Forces Command from 
retired Gen. Fidel Ramos to Gen. Renato de Villa. 
Ramos, 59, replaced Rafael Ileto as defense secretary. 


She likewise urged troops to “go out and fight” promis- 
ing to stand by them “until final victory is ours.” 


“We find this untenable given the serious and unjustifi- 
able violations of human rights which we have 
observed,” mission spokeswoman Jane Kelsey said. The 
group included Prof. Narihiko Ito of Japan's Chuo 
University. 


“The country adopted a Constitution which is consid- 
ered amongst the most progressive in the world with 
regard to guaranteeing human rights,” she said. “Yet we 
see no evidence of that commitment being put into 
effect.” 


Kelsey said they were going to give Aquino a copy of 
their report before publishing their findings which she 
said they hope would lead Aquino to adopt a “more 
positive human rights position.” 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Asked how she would compared the human rights situ- 
ation under Aquino with the one prevailing during 
deposed leader Ferdinand Marcos’s 20-year rule, Kelsey 
said, “the human rights situation under Marcos was 
horrendous, it is stili horrendous today.” 


Thailand 


Air Force To Aid Army in Lao Border Dispute 
BK020208 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
2 Feb 88 p 1 


[Excerpt] Thai forces will get tougher with Laotian 
troops occupying a disputed border area in Phitsanulok, 
Army Commander in Chief Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
announced yesterday. 


His statement came as government agencies prepared for 
a meeting to discuss closing the entire frontier with Laos. 


The Royal Thai Air Force [RTAF] is ready to support the 
army with air attacks on Laotian positions in the dis- 
puted area, declared AVM [Air Vice Marshal] Sommot 
Sunthorawet, RTAF secretary general. 


Gen Chawalit, who had said earlier the Thai military 
would resort to “soft’’ measures first, will visit the 
northern province today to inspect the situation at Chat 
Trakan District, where Laotian soldiers have held stra- 
tegic Hill 1428 for months. 


“| would say only that the time has come,” said the army 
chief, when asked if the Thai military forces will increase 
their pressure on the Laotians. 


AVM Sommot said the army may not want much acrial 
support since air raids could lead to violation of Laotian 
airspace. [passage omitted] 


Chawalit, Suwit, Sitthi Comment 
HK020201 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
2 Feb 88 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Army chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut yesterday 
hinted that “decisive action” against Laos may be immi- 
nent, while the National Security Council [NSC] said 
Thailand is considering closing the border with Laos 
within two days. 


“The time is up now,” Gen Chawalit said in response to 
a reporter asking if it was time for the military to take 
decisive action against Laos to end the ongoing dispute 
at Ban Romklao border village. 


A military source said Gen Chawalit would fly to the 
border today to give instructions to field commanders 
and boost the morale of troops. 


He will also hand out gifts to soldiers, police and 
villagers, the source said. 
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Meanwhile, NSC chief Suwit Sutthanukun said Thailand 
was considering a closure of the border within two days. 


He said the NSC, the Internal Security Operations Com- 
mand (ISOC) and Government ministries would discuss 
the matter. 


“It will be known in two days if the border will be closed 
or not,” he said. 


The NSC chief said that only two points allowing cross- 
border trade are now open, in Nong Khai and Mukdahan 
provinces. 


But he said Thailand was reluctant to shut the border 
because the closure would aiicct merchants more than 
the military. 


“But when the situation deteriorates, it is necessary for 
us to consider the closure,” he said, adding the border 
would be reopened once the situation returned to nor- 
mal. 


Mr Suwit strongly attacked Hanoi for being behind the 
Thai-Lao conflict. 


He said Vietnam instigated Laos to fight and did not 
want to see Vientiane have good relations with Thailand. 


The NSC chief said Hanoi had observed an improve- 
ment in Thai-Laotian relations and hoped to undermine 
the process by encouraging Laos to “hate” Thais. 


Concerning anti-Thai demonstrations reported in Laos, 
he said the protesters were no more than following the 
government's script. 


Thai protests, on the other hand, were motivated by 
patriotism and concern for the country’s sovereignty, he 
said. 


Mr Suwit said Vientiane’s proposal for unconditiodnal 
talks was really an invitation to conditional! talks. 


“It’s merely a twist of the tongue which we have experi- 
enced before. Laos only wants to use Thailand for 


propaganda purposes,” he said. 


Also yesterday, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila told the 
BANGKOK POST he had instructed the Thai ambassa- 
dor to Laos, Niran Phanuphong, to inform Vientiane as 
to when he would be available for talks with a proposed 
Laotian delegation to Bangkok. 


The minister said he would be free after returning from 
a trip to Malaysia scheduled for between tomorrow and 
Friday. 
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“| have told our envoy to teil Laos that I am free during 
these periods in February. I have specified the dates,” he 
said, adding the most suitable period would be around 
the middle of this month. 


Any talks would depend on who the Laotians would be 
sending, ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said. 


He said Thailand has already done away with certain 
preconditions, such as setting an agenda and specifying 
that talks be held in a third country. 


The only remaining condition for talks is a complete 
withdrawal of Laotian troops from the border area. 


He said if Laos wants a ceasefire, then Vientiane should 
ask for one. 


According to field reports yesterday, Thai and Laotian 
gunners engaged in fierce artillery and mortar duels 
across the border at three spots in Loei and Phitsanulok 
provinces. 


Laotian forces reportedly lobbed more than 10 mortar 
shells across the Huang River about two kilometres from 
Ban Muang Phrae, Na Haeo district of Loei. 


Two 130-mm artillery shells and several mortar shells 
also smashed into Hill 1146 in the vicinity of Ban 
Romklao, Chat Trakan district of Phitsanulok. 


Following the shelling, Loei governor Chiwin Sutthisu- 
wan alerted district officers near the border to prepare 
plans to evacuate villagers should the situation deterio- 
rate. 


Meanwhile Thai defence forces have been ordered to be 
extra watchful at border positions along a 350-kilometre 
stretch of the Mekong River from Sangkhom to Bung 
Kan districts in Nong Khai Province, a provincial source 
said yesterday. 


Governor Santi Manikarn yesterday called an urgent 
meeting of highlevel officials—including deputy gover- 
nor Sanitwong Utheinan, police superintendent Pol Col 
Chuangchai Satchaphong, all district police chief inspec- 
tors, district officers and representatives of Mekong 
Operations units and BPP [Border Patrol Police]—to 
discuss the border situation. 


However, Mr Santi said the Nong Khai border with Laos 
would remain open. He said about 40 Thai people apply 
for border passes to iravel to Vientiane every day. 


Khukrit Favors Military Action 
BK011045 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
] Feb 88 p 3 


[Text] Former prime minister M.R. Khukrit Pramot said 
yesterday the military must take decisive action against 
intruding Laotian troops to protect Thai territory. 
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In a barrage of criticism, M.R. iXhukrit said the military 
should not have let the Laotian troops remain in Thai 
territory for so long. 


Since the disputed territory was Thai. the military 
should have taken drastic action to drive all Laotian 
intruders out, said the e!der statesman. 


Remarking that military leaders boasted of their loyalty 
and capability in protecting territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, he said: “The Defence Ministry should be 
dissolved,” if the Foreign Ministry was to be allowed to 
take the lead in seeking a diplomatic solution. 


“Since the military have allowed the Laotian soldiers to 
sneak across the border undetected, it shouid take imme- 
diate action and not waste time talking to the Laotians 
and allow them to stay in our house,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said since the Foreign Ministry had taken 
foreign diplomats to see with their own eyes that Ban 
Romklao in Phitsanulok was in Thai territory, soldiers 
should not hesitate to get tough. 


Thai soldiers should not be afraid of allowing the dispute 
to develop into a major regional conflict. 


“The United nations has been set up to prevent wars but 
there is now fighting in every corner of the world.” he 
said. 


“Casualties from these conflicts were much higher than 
those in the last world war. 


“I don’t see why we have to try to be so nice to others in 
a situation like this,” M.R. Khukrit said. 


Thailand has repeatedly said Ban Romklao is Thai while 
Laos insists the village is theirs. 


M.R. Khukrit said the World Court could be asked to 
decide on the dispute but the process would be lengthy. 


The issue could be taken up at the UN Security Council, 
but it was unlikely that any decision would be made. 


“Since nobody would be able to rule on the problem, 
what do we have soldiers for?” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said Thailand had lost three villages in 
Uttaradit to Laos and stoody to lose more territory little 
by little if the Foreign Ministry and the military failed to 
do anything to stop it. 


The military, he said, might be afraid of losing a large 
number of soldiers if a large-scale operation was 
launched like that to drive Vietnamese intruders out of 
Chong Bok in Ubon Ratchathani. 
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“If that’s the case, I will remember that Thai soldiers are 
afraid of Laotian troops,” he said, suggesting Thai sol- 
diers remain idle because Ban Romklao was only a small 
village. 


M.R. Khukrit said the military action could help put an 
end to the border dispute with Laos since Thailand had 
already failed in diplomatic and political attempts. 


“But we should’t sit idle and allow the dispute to go 
silent and give up the land to laos,” he said. 


Official Says Lao Border To Remain Open 
BK240909 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Answering questions from correspondents this 
morning before attending a cabinet meeting about 
whether the Thai-Lao border dispute in Ban Romklao 
will become serious enough to require the closing of the 
border, Deputy Foreign Minister Praphat Limpaphan 
said the current situation is not serious enough to close 
the border. He noted that the border crossings are still 
open because the government wants contacts between 
the Thai and Lao peoples to continue. At the same time, 
he went on to say, government officials have tried 
earnestly to bring about negotiations that will enable 
both sides to avoid losses. Neither side benefits from 
fighting. In any event, he said, if the situation deterio- 
rates to the extent that a negotiated settlement is impos- 
sible, the border might be closed. 


When asked about the demonstrations calling for the 
intruders’ expulsion, Praphai replied that the protests 
show the Thai people's patric’ -~» ind feelings about the 
issue. He also said the gov i cannot tolerate for- 
eign forces’ intruding into . .. ‘territory and that the 
government is waiting to see how Laos will respond to 
Thailand's good intentions. Praphat also disclosed that 
all foreign envoys who recently observed the Lao border 
situation were convinced that the incident occurred in 
Thai territory. 


Government ‘Not Involved’ in Sihanouk Action 
HK020654 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Speaking to newsmen at Government House this 
morning, Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi 
Sawetsila said Thailand was not involved in Prince 
Sihanouk’s resignation as leader of the CGDK. Sitthi 
added that the resignation was Prince Sihanouk’s own 
decision and could have been influenced by disputes 
within the CGDK. Asked if the resignation will make it 
more difficult to settle the Cambodian problem, Sitthi 
said that could be the case. 


Sitthi said Indonesian Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusu- 
maatmaja requested last night that China be consulted in 
an effort to maintain unity among CGDK factions. Sitthi 
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said he will be briefed today by the Indonesian foreign 
minister on his meeting with Prince Sihanouk and his 
upcoming visit to the Soviet Union. 


Official Faults Vietnam Sincerity in Cambodia 
BK300227 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
30 Jan 88 p 3 


[Excerpt] Vietnam is unlikely to withdraw from Kampu- 
chea by 1990 as pledged and Hun Sen’s talks with Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk are intended to undermine the three 
Khmer resistance factions, a senior Foreign Ministry 
official said yesterday. 


Dr Sarasin Wiraphon, deputy director-general of the 
Political division, said in an address at Thammasat 
University that Vietnam’s intention is not to negotiate 
the Kampuchean problem but to win international rec- 
ognition for Premier Hun Sen and particularly to under- 
mine the Khmer Rouge. 


He said that since Hanoi seems insincere in solving the 
problem, he believes the Vietnamese will not withdraw 
their troops from Kampuchea by 1990. 


However, Dr Sarasin said Hanoi had numerous prob- 
lems with the international community because of its 
occupation of Kampuchea. 


It is cut off from the world and its economy is suffering 
because 40 percent of the national budget has to be used 


for military purposes. 


Vietnam has an army of one million people, the fourth 
largest in the world. 


Because of this, the country is trying to improve its 
image in the international community, Dr Sarasin said. 


He said the Sihanouk-Hun Sen talks were aimed at 
establishing world standing for Hun Sen. 


Though Vietnam and Laos sent congratulations to the 
prince on the talks, what Hanoi wants is for the negoti- 
ations to drag on, he said. 


Their aim is also to cause conflict within the Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea, the Three anti- 
Vietnamese Khmer factions of Sihanouk, Son Sann and 
the Khmer Rouge, Dr Sarasin said. 


Hanoi also aims to undermine the standing of the Khmer 
Rouge, its main enemy in the CGDK, he said. 


“Vietnam’s aim in the talks is not diplomatic.” Dr 
Sarasin said. “They don’t want to talk. They want to 
win.” 


He said a Vietnamese troop withdrawal should precede 
negotiations to settle the Kampuchean conflict. 
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“When bandits take over your home, how can you 
compromise with them to accept 10 per cent of your 
property back while they take 90 percent?” he asked. 


Dr Sarasin said Prince has told the Vietnamese that if 
Hanoi wanted to destroy the Khmer Rouge they should 
talk to China and not to him. 


He said the Soviet Union is of the same mind as 
Vietnam. 


“They think like Vietnam. They want to fight. At the 
same time they want to keep talking and introducing 
more problems into Kampuchea,” he said. 


He said the Soviets have tried to introduce a Thai- 
Kampuchea problem, a Thai-Vietnam problem, a Viet- 
nam-China problem and the regional bases problem into 
the Kampuchean conflict to confuse the issue. 


He said that for the first five years of the Kampuchean 
conflict, Thailand denied being a party to the dispute. 


Bangkok does not deny this any longer since the world 
sanctions Vietnam for its occupation of Kampuchea and 
supports Thailand in its actions to seek a political 
solution. [passage omitted] 


Ministry Criticizes SRV on Refugee Influx 
BK291529 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry issued the following state- 
ment today [29 January] on the entry into the country by 
Vietnamese boat people: 

1. The sharp increase in the influx of Vietnamese boat 
people into the country during the past year has created 
concern among Thai Government officials. 

2. The Foreign Ministry has raised this problem for 
discussion with the representative of the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees [UNHCR], the UN secretary 
general's special envoy, and representatives of various 
governments. 

3. On 22 Jan, the Thai delegation raised this issue for 
discussion during the meeting of the UNHCR Executive 
Committee in Geneva and appealed to all countries to 
help relieve Thailand's burden and exert more efforts to 
enable the Vietnamese people to leave their country in a 
safe and orderly manner. 

4. The ASEAN foreign ministers issued a joint commu- 
nique in Singapore on 14 Jun 1987 stressing serious 
concern and resentment over the influx of refugees, 
displaced persons, and illegal immigrants from Vietnam. 
This influx has created a heavy burden in terms of 
economic, social, political, and national security prob- 
lems for ASEAN member countries and has adversely 
affected regional stability as a whole. 

5. The ASEAN foreign ministers at that time called on 
Vietnam to eliminate all conditions which caused the 
outflow of refugees, displaced persons, and illegal immi- 
grants from Indochina. 
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6. Thailand believes that the Orderly Departure Program 
is a mechanism which enables the Vietnamese people to 
leave their country in a safe and orderly manner. There- 
fore, this burden should not be pushed onto other 
countries in the region. 

7. The Thai Government once again calls on Vietnam to 
eliminate the conditions that cause its people to depart 
their country by boat and demands that, by successfully 
implementing the Orderly Departure Program, Vietnam 
cooperate in earnest with the Office of the UNHCR and 
countries wanting to accept Vietnamese people for reset- 
tlement. 


Boat People Continue to Land 
BKO010155 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
1 Feb 88 p 3 


[Text) Chanthaburi—Some 70 Vietnamese boat people 
landed in Laem Sing district yesterday amid the impo- 
sition of tougher controls on illegal arrivals in Trat 
province. 


The 44 men and 26 women, landed in Ban Khlong Plan, 
Tambon Bang Kra Chai at 3 I|.m. They told authorities 
they set off from Kompong Som two days ago and had 
swam ashore after their boat sank. 


But, Ban Khlong Pla duk chief Thoi Noenchai, who 
informed district police chief Pol Lt-Col Phonsin Mang- 
kondin, of the arrivals, said the Vietnamese were ferried 
ashore by a Thai fishing trawler, which set them down 
near the beach. 


The boat people were detained at the district hall for 
further questioning. 


Governor Somphong Phansuwan said he will seek coop- 
eration from trawler operators in the province to moni- 
tor vessels suspected of smuggling refugees. 


In addition, said Mr Somphong, officials will go out on 
the vessels. 


87 More Boat People Arrive 
BK300739 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
30 Jan 88 pp 1, 20 


[Excerpt] In spite of the Interior Ministry's strict instruc- 
tion that its agencies prevent Vietnamese refugees from 
landing in Trat Province, a total of 87 Vietnamese 
refugees in two small boats and a Thai fishing boat 
landed on the province's coast on 29 January. 


According to our correspondent, the provincial police 
station at Tambon Mai Rut was informed at 1000 that 
some Vietnamese refugees had landed at Hua Maeo Yai 
Beach in Khlong Yai District. Upon arriving at the 
beach, the police found 7 Vietnamese who had arrived in 
a small boat and 66 others who had arrived in a Thai 
fishing boat, which had since disappeared. Another 
group of 14 Vietnamese refugees arrived in a small boat 
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at a beach in Ban Ao Palat Phet, Tambon Ko Chang, 
Laem Ngop District. These refugees scuttled their boat 
upon arrival. Taem Khunsonthi, the deputy village head- 
man, delivered the refugees to the deputy district officer 
for further processing. 


(Son Nguyen Cong), 38, a Vietnamese who arrived on 
the first boat, spoke good English. He said he and his 
friends paid $1,000 each to be delivered to Thai territo- 
ry. (Tu), a Vietnamese official, collected their n. ney and 
arranged for a Thai fishing boat to pick up (Son) and his 
friends from their small boats at sea. The fishing boat 
then followed the coastline, using the radio mast at the 
Ko Kut district office as a guide until it arrived at Kut 
Island where the refugees boarded a small boat to the 
Thai coast. (Son) refused to name the owner of the Thai 
boats involved. [passage omitted] 


NATION Reports Joint Fishing Venture With SRV 
BK020400 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
2 Feb 88 pp 1, 2 


[By Kawi Chongkitthawon] 


[Excerpts] Ho Chi Minh City—Seven Thai trawlers with 
150 Thai fishermen aboard will head for Vietnamese 
waters later this month to begin what will be the first 
Thai-Vietnamese joint fishing venture since 1975. 


The arrangement was made here on Jan 19 between Ngo 
Van Giap, vice director of Sea Product Export Corpora- 
tion, and Wichan Sirichai-ekkawat, president of the 
Overseas Fishing Association of Thailand and owner of 
Sirichai Fishing Company. 


Under the agreement, fishermen hired by the Thai 
company will be eligible for a three-month trial fishing 
period with the Vietnamese firm in southern Vietnam 
off Ming Hai and Kian Giang Provinces. 


The outcome of the joint fishing experiment will form 
the basis of an official joint fishing venture between 
Thailand and Vietnam. 


In an interview with THE NATION, last week Minister 
Vo Dong Giang, chairman of the State Commission for 
External Economic Relations, said that Thailand is the 
first Asian country to enter into a joint fishing venture 
with Vietnam. “We don’t foresee any difficulties because 
the Thais are good fishermen,” Vo Dong Giang said. 


Last December, Australia began shrimp fishing in Viet- 
nam, also under a joint fishing venture arrangement, he 
said. [passage omitted] 


The fishing deal is tnderstood to be the first to be made 
by the Thai private sector with Vietnam since the end of 
the Vietnam war in 1975. 
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Thailand has joint fishing ventures with several foreign 
countries, including Australia, Indonesia and Bangla- 
desh. 


According to Wichan, during the trial period Thailand 
will supply “everything” to its Vietnamese counter- 
part—including export of marine products—and net 
profit will be divided equally. 


To facilitate the operation and upcoming trade activi- 
ties, Wichan added, his company is planning to open an 
office soon in a three-storey building in Ho Chi Minh 
City. Other foreign trade representatives normally use 
hotels as offices. 


Vietnam will dispatch three trawlers and a number of 
fishermen to cooperate in the trial venture. “Both Thai 
and Vietnamese fishermen for the first time will fish 
hand in hand, learning from one another,” he added. 


Vo Dong Giang said Southeast Asian nations, including 
Thailand, should take advantage of the openness and 
various economic reforms aimed at improving the Viet- 
namese economy. 


“We would like to give priority to our neighbouring 
countries, which can help us improve our economic 
development,” he said. 


Vo Dong Giang is responsible for Vietnam’s external 
trade and also takes care of the recently announced new 
foreign investment law, which is the most liberal code in 
the socialist world. [passage omitted] 


Last year the two-way trade volume between Thailand 
and Vietnam amounted to about 82.2 million baht, but 
businessmen estimated that the trade figure, including 
the informal trade and trade through third countries 
with Vietnam, should be a lot higher. 


Foreign Ministry officials contacted by THE NATION 
agreed that the business ties will continue to grow and 
the ministry will not intervene if the trade ties do not 
harm national security interests or involve technology 
transfer. 


Most of the Thai businesses concentrate their commer- 
cial activities in this southern city because of its relative 
openness and business connections. Before the reunifi- 
cation of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) 
was an important trading hub in Southeast Asia. 


Thai authorities have repeatedly warned that it is risky 
to conduct commercial transactions with Vietnam. 
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Government Deplores KAL Crash as Terrorist Act 
BK300213 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
30 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] Thailand yesterday deplored the destruction of a 
South Korean airliner as a terrorist act, but did not name 
North Korea as being behind it. 


“Thailand deplores the loss of the Korean Airlines 
airliner KE 858 with its 115 passengers on 29 November 
1987 as a result of sabotage. Consistent with its known 
position, Thailand condemns all acts of international 
terrorism which wantonly destroys human lives and 
property,” the statement said. 


Thai authorities first reported the disappearance of the 
plane in an area near Burma, and helped search for 
wreakage. 


The United States and Japan imposed sanctions on 
North Korea after a woman confessed on national tele- 
vision in Seoul, South Korea’s capital, that she was a 
North Korean agent and had planted a bomb aboard the 
flight. 


Sympathy Message to ROK 
BK300938 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Text] The deputy director general of the Foreign Min- 
istry Information Department, Wit Rayananon, 
reported that the Thai Government has sent a message of 
sympathy to South Korea over the crash of a Korean 
Airline plane caused by sabotage. The message reads: 


Thailand would like to express deep regret over the act of 
sabotage against the Korean Airlines Boeing KE858 with 
115 passengers on board on 29 November 1987. Consis- 
tent with its position, Thailand condemns all interna- 
tional terrorism acts that inhumanely destroy lives and 


property. 


Budget Director Briefs Prem on 1989 Budget 
BK020258 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
2 Feb 88 p 15 


[Excerpt] The expenditure budget for the 1989 fiscal year 
beginning this October has been set tg grow by 9.8-11.5 
percent with the objective of fuellitte higher economic 
growth and better income distribution. 


Budget Bureau Director Bodi Chunnanon gave a briefing 
on the budget to Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon 
yesterday during the Premier's official visit to the 
Finance Ministry. 
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Mr Bodi told Gen Prem the Budget Formulation com- 
mittee comprising Finance Minister Suthi Singsane, 
national Economic and Social Development Board Sec- 
retary General Sano Unakun, bank of Thailand governor 
Kamchon Sathiakun and himself had met last week to 
work out the budget for next year. 


The budget was formulated with two major objectives-— 
to stimulate stable economic growth and correct unequal 
income distribution. 


The 1989 expenditure budget has been set at betwen 
267,300 million baht and 271,500 million baht, an 
increase of 23,800-28,000 million baht or 9.8-11.5 per- 
cent over the expenditure budget this fiscal year. 


This is an exceptionally high increase compared with the 
7 percent growth in recent years. 


The revenue budget for next fiscal year has been set at 
between 226,000 million baht and 231,500 million baht, 
an increase of around 11,660-17,160 million baht or 
5.4-8 percent over this year. 


The Government will borrow around 40,000-41,300 
milion baht next fiscal year compared with 44,000 
million baht this year. The Government’s borrowing 
proportion will then decrease to 2.7 percent-2.8 percent 
of the gross domestic product (GDP) from 3.4 percent 
his year. 


The GDP next year will be around 1,470,000 million 
baht. 


The Government will allocate 66,600 million baht or 
24.5 percent of the total expenditure for loan and inter- 
est repayments next fiscal year. 


The investment budget will be a bit higher than the 16.6 
percent set for this year with most of the investment 
going On infrastructure and communications. 


Mr Bodi told the Premier the country would continue to 
borrow from abroad, but only at a controllable level. He 
said the Government’s debt burden had improved in 
recent years and it was the intention of the Finance 
Ministry and Budget Bureau to reduce the budget allo- 
cation for debt repayments to 20 percent of the total 
budget within the next few years. [passage omitted] 


Vietnam 


Hue Meeting Commemorates 1968 Tet Offensive 
BKO11557 Hanoi VNA in English 1503 GMT 
] Feb 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb |—A meeting was held in Hue 
City in the central province of Binh Tri Thien this 
afternoon to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1968 Tet 
offensive against the U.S. occupationists and their Sai- 


gon stooge regime. 
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It was atttended by Le Quang Dao, member of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee, chair- 
man of the National Assembly, former secretary of the 
party committee of the Highway 9-Khe Sanh Front; 
Senior Lieutenant General Tran Van Quang, vice min- 
ister of National Defense, former secreiary of the party 
committee and commander of the Tri-Thien-Hue Mili- 
tary Zone; and other revolutionary veterans who had 
participated in the 1968 Tet offensive, and representa- 
tives of the local population. 


Speaking on this occasion, Vu Thang, member of the 
CPV Central Committee and secretary of the provincial 
party committee, brought out the strategic significance 
of the 1968 offensive on the whole battlefield of South 
Vietnam, and that of Tri-Thien-Hue in particular. 


That victory contributed to tilting the war situation 
much in favour of the Vietnamese people and to their 
final victory in 1975, he stressed. 


U.S. Help in Dairy Farming Reported 
BK301546 Hanoi VNA in English 1532 GMT 
30 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA January 30—The Agricultural Ser- 
vice of Ho Chi Minh City and the “Our Land Interna- 
tional Organization” (OLIO) in the United States have 
agreed to cooperate in cow breeding and dairy farming at 
the An Phu dairy farm in the suburban district of Cu 
Chi. 


O.L.1.0. will invest 3.7 million U.S. dollars worth of 
breed, equipment and dairy techniques and in building a 
dairy farm with 3,600 cows within the next five years. 


Hanoi Criticizes U.S., West for Arms Race 
BK291425 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Duong Quang Minh commentary: “Unacceptable Argu- 
ment” 


[Text] The military-industrial complexes in the United 
States and many other Western countries argue that the 
development of military goods—like when they test- 
launch Cruise missiles in Canada: test-fire intercontinen- 
tal missiles in California, U.S.A.; or provide training in 
the use of new weapons in Western Europe—contributes 
to economic development and creates more employ- 
ment. What is the truth? 


Theoretically speaking, the production of weapons and 
other means of war is the most nonproductive aspect of 
man’s activities. The manufacture of weapons that 
destroy man or his way of life is not contingent on the 
development of material production. Weapons cannot 
be used as a means of labor, nor can they satisfy the 
needs of life. From a practical viewpoint, a document 
compiled by the United Nations reveals that $1 billion 
spent for military purposes only generates 45,000 jobs 
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whereas the same amount invested in the civil sector 
would create as many as 58,000 jobs. In the United 
States, it is calculated that the money spent for an 
aircraft carrier would be sufficient to set up a large 
hydroelectric complex; for a nuclear submarine, 120 
well-equipped hospitals: for a strategic aircraft like the 
F-15, 800 homes complete with all modern convenienc- 
es; for three self-propelled antiaircraft guns, a vocational 
school of technology; and so forth. 


The consequences of the arms race conducted by the 
imperialist countries are weighing heavily on their very 
own peoples. According to statistics gathered in the 
United States and other Western countries, there are 
currently 30 million jobless people; and this figure rises 
to as high as 50 million if the unregistered jobless are 
included. In the United States alone, as many as !0 
million people are unemployed, 30 million live below the 
poverty level, and 4 million are homeless. It has also 
been calculated that if the arms race policy was checked 
and the money earmarked for military spending was 
used to fund construction projects and improve life, the 
current serious scourge of unemployment would be done 
away with. 


The arms race advocated by warmongering forces is also 
one of the causes of economic difficulties, hunger, pov- 
erty, and diseases plaguing the developing countries. 
Faced with the threat of war posed by imperialism, the 
developing countries have to spend on the average as 
much as 20%—and in many cases, up to a whopping 
60%—of their gross national product for national 
defense while spending for education averages only 2%; 
and for public health, more than 1%. In those countries, 
there is a soldier for every 250 people whereas there is 
only a doctor for every 3,700 people. While the arms race 
costs mankind nearly $1 trillion a year, the developing 
countries’s foreign debts total $1 trillion; and the num- 
ber of hungry, illiterate, and untreated sick has grown to 
1 billion. If this situation continues, the number of 
poverty-stricken people will reach 1.5 billion by the year 
2000. 


Clearly, the abovementioned argument by the military 
complexes of the United States and other Western coun- 
tries is erroneous. Thre is no doubt that they seek to 
conceal the policy of arms proliferation which they are 
pursuing while progressive mankind strives to do its best 
to limit the arms race and step up development—two 
issues that are closely related at the present time. 


Report on Sihanouk Resigning as GCDK President 
OW012208 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 
1130 GMT 1! Feb 88 


[Text] According to a report filed by a Western news 
agency, Prince Sihanouk announced in Beijing the day 
before yesterday his resignation from his post as the 
so-called president of the CGDK. He said: After thinking 
deeply and spending many sleepless nights, I have 
arrived at this conclusion. 
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As for the reason for his resignation, Sihanouk said: 
There exists a horrible devil in the Cambodian tripartite 
coalition government. He can no longer represent the 
interests of the Cambodian people. 


The leaders of various factions in the coalition govern- 
ment are furiously jealous of each other in terms of 
personal relations and ideology. Prince Sihanouk con- 
demned the remnant troops of the Khmer Rouge and 
Son Sann for infringing upon human rights, particularly 
for their maltreatment of Cambodian refugees and their 
crimes committed against the Cambodian civilians when 
they intruded into Cambodian territory. Prince Siha- 
nouk said: I have never suffered so much or felt so 
humiliated as during the period when I was the president 
of the CGDK. He affirmatively said: My decision to 
resign is resolute. No one can force me to change my 
mind. This is my final decision. 


VNA Criticizes Thailand’s ‘Lack of Good Will’ 
BK021003 Hanoi WNA in English 0717 GMT 
2 Feb 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 2—Thai police was quoted by 
foreign sources as announcing on 30 January the closure 
by order of the Bangkok authorities of six border-gates 
along the Thai-Lao borderline. 


They produced an utterly groundless pretext to justify 
their arrogant decision by saying that it aimed to prevent 
supplies to Lao troops in their infiltration into Thai 
territory. 


It must be pointed out that this shows the lack of good 
will on the part of the Thai side in their relations with the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, and at the same 
time, it is intended as a smokescreen to deceive public 
opinion. In fact over the past one month and more, the 
Thai ultrarightists have continuously launched land- 
grabbing attacks on Boten District, Lao province of 
Sayaboury, causing human and matcrial losses to the 
local population. 


Prompted by its good will for peace and its respect of the 
traditional relations of friendship between the two peo- 
ples, the Lao Government on 25 January issued a 
statement calling on the Thai Government to stop the 
conflict and negotiate with Laos to settle the existing 
problems in their relations. 


It is regrettable, however, that the Thai side has so far 
ignored Laos’ proposal. Worse still, it has reinforced its 
troops being illegally stationed in Lao territory in prep- 
aration for new land-grabbing attacks against Laos’ 
Boten District. 


It is clear that the Thai side is still sticking to its outdated 
policy of confrontation, opposing the interests of the two 
peoples and the trend of dialogue in the region and the 
world. 
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The Thai authorities must bear full responsibility for the 
present tension they have caused in their relations with 
Laos. 


Radio Denounces Demonstrators 
BK0O11404 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 31 Jan 88 


[Text] On 29 January, the Thai ultra-rightist reactionar- 
ies again Organized a demonstration in front of the Lao 
Embassy in Bangkok. This is the second time they have 
incited bad Thai elements to stage a demonstration to 
falsely accuse the Lao leaders and make allegations 
against Vietnam. This anti-Lao activity of the Thai 
ultra-rightist reactionaries was carried out after the Lao 
Government issued its statement on 25 January asking 
Thailand to enter into negotiations to solve problems in 
relations between the two countries, while Thai troops 
continued their land-grabbing operation at Boten dis- 
trict. 


This indicates that the Thai ultra-rightist reactionaries 
intend to obstruct negotiations to solve the Lao-Thai 
problem and to carry out their scheme to sow division 
and create hatred between the Lao and Thai peoples. 


Indochina, USSR Cooperate in Transportation 
BK290814 Hanoi VNA in English 0729 GMT 
29 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 29—The Committees of Viet- 
nam, Laos and Kampuchea for Cooperation in Commu- 
nications and Transport held their fourth session in 
Vientiane recently, reports KPL. 


Under a cooperation protocol signed by delegations of 
the three countries to the conference, goods will be 
transported from and to Laos via Kampuchea’s sea ports 
and from southern Laos to Ho Chi Minh City of Viet- 
nam, through Road No. 13. 


Delegates to the session also met with Soviet Deputy 
Minister of Sea Transport V.V. Zavarasenki then on a 
visit to Laos. The Vietnamese, Lao, Kampuchean and 
Soviet sides agreed to promote bilateral cooperation in 
this field. 


USSR Military Political Chief Arrives 
BK291631 Hanoi VNA in English 1504 GMT 
29 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 29—A delegation of the General 
Political Department of the Armed Forces of the USSR 
led by General A.D. Lizichev, member of the CPSU 
Central Committee and chief of the General Political 
Department of the Soviet Army and Navy, arrived here 
this morning for an official friendly visit to Vietnam as 
guest of the Defence Ministry. 
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It was welcomed at the guest house of the Defence 
Ministry by Senior Lieutenant-General Nguyen Quyet, 
secretary of the CPV Central Committee, chief of the 
General Political Department of the Vietnam People’s 
Army; Do Van Tai, deputy head of the party CC’s 
[Central Committee’s] International Department; Vu 
Xuan Ang, deputy foreign minister, and others. 


This afternoon, the guests hold talks with a delegation of 
the General Political Department led by Senior Lieuten- 
ant-General Nguyen Quyet. 


The two sides informed each other of the latest develop- 
ments in their respective countries and exchanged expe- 
riences in their work. They expressed their wish for 
further consolidation and development of the friendship 
and militant solidarity between the peoples and armies 
of Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 


Senior Lieutenant-General Nguyen Quyet expressed sin- 
cere gratitude toward the Soviet people and armed forces 
for their assistance to Vietnam in its national construc- 
tion and defence. 


Minister Signs Energy Agreement With USSR 
BK301554 Hanoi VNA in English 1535 GMT 
30 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 30—A memo on energy cooper- 
ation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union was signed 
here today. 


Signatories were Vu Ngoc Hai, minister of energy, and 
A.I. Mayore Soviet minister of electric power develop- 
ment and electrification. 


According to the memo, the Soviet Union will help 
Vietnam raise the capacities of the Hoa Binh and Tri An 
hydroelectric power plants to the capacity of the trans- 
mission grid, build high tension lines to supply electricity 
for central Vietnam from the power plants in the north 
and the south and to draw up a general scheme for energy 
development up to 1995. 


Also today, the Soviet minister was received by Tran 
Duc Luong, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers. 


Fishery Cooperation With USSR Reported 
BK181331 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 13 Jan 88 


[Summary] Over the past 70 years, the Soviet fish 
industry has quickly developed its scope and achieved 
close cooperation with other socialist countries, includ- 
ing Vietnam. 


Soviet specialists and their Vietnamese colleagues are 
making joint efforts in research activities along the 
coastal areas as well as in joint fishery enterprises. “The 
new cooperation patterns guarantee fair interests for the 
two nations. Various plans have been mapped out for the 
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immediate future, including a plan to have Soviet fish- 
ermen ship their catches of fish and marine products to 
joint enterprises in Vietnam. The end products will be 
either shared by the two sides or sold in a third market.” 


‘Plans have also been worked out to establish pilot areas 
to conduct joint studies on marine product breeding and 
processing. The possibility of cooperation between the 
Soviet Union and Vietnam in ship repair is under 
consideration. By the end of this year, hundreds of 
Vietnamese youths of both sexes will be sent to the 
Soviet Union for work and study at various enterprises 
subordinate to the Soviet Ministry of Fish Industry.” 


“Both countries have shown more concern for joint 
scientific research projects. Research projects on biolog- 
ical resources in Vietnamese seas have been conducted 
annually. Last year alone, using sonic and hydrological 
methods, Soviet scientific research teams completed the 
drawing of sea bottom survey maps indicating the den- 
sity and distribution of fish sources in the eastern part of 
Vieinam’s coastal area and in the Gulf of Tonkin.” 


Taking part in the surveys were Vietnamese specialists of 
the Haiphong Scientific Research Institute. Facts about 
areas very rich in fish have been discovered. Vietnamese 
scholars and specialists have regularly attended refresher 
courses at various fishing areas and enterprises subordi- 
nate to the Soviet Ministry of Fish Industry. Printed 
scientific materials have also been exchanged by the two 
sides. 


Trade Protocol Signed With Poland in January 
BK240218 Hanoi VNA in English 1450 GMT 
23 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan.23—A protocol on goods 
exchange between Vietnam and Poland was signed in 
Warsaw on Friday by Vietnamese Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Trade Le Kim Lang and his Polish counterpart, 
Helmut Floeth. 


The protocol envisages a turnover of 70 million rubles. 
Poland will export machines and equipment for mining, 
ship building, chemical, textile and food industries, 
metallurgical products, medicines, and synthetic fabrics. 
In return Vietnam will deliver tools, rubber, tin, jute, 
coconut oil, tea, coffee, frozen fruit products, and arts 
and crafts. 


Albanian Envoy Hosts National Day Reception 
BK151241 Hanoi VNA in English 1458 GMT 
14 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA Jan. 14—Albanian Ambassador 
Sirja Laze gave a reception here this evening in honour 
of the 42nd anniversary of the People’s Socialist Repub- 
lic of Albania. 
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Among the guests were Phung Van Tuu, vice chairman 
of the National Assembly, and Trinh Ngoc Thai, deputy 
head of the International Department of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee. 


In his speech, Sirja Laze brought out the significance of 
the event 42 years ago and the Albanian people’s 
advance along the path to socialism since. 


For his part, Phung Van Tuu spoke highly of the great 
and all-round achievements of the Albanian people over 
the past 42 years. He expressed sincere gratitude toward 
the Albanian people for their support and assistance to 
Vietnam in its revolutionary cause. 


The hosts and guests raised toasts to the further consol- 
idation and development of the friendship, solidarity, 
and cooperation between the two nations. 


French ©ompany Invests in Joint Venture 
BKU !0'! Har )'NA in English 1453 GMT 
1 Feb 8&8 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb |—The Sappel Company of the 
French General Company of Water (CGE) has signed a 
contract with the Lu Gia Engineering Company in Ho 
Chi Minh City to establish a joint water meter plant in 
accordance with the newly-promulgated law on foreign 
investment. 


Sappel specializes in producing water and liquid fuel 
meters. Two production chains with a total capacity of 
50,000 (fifty thousand) water meters a year are to be 
installed in Vietnam. 


The joint Lu Gia-Sappel water meter plant (Lugiapsel) 
has a fixed capital of 3,480,000 francs. 


Foreign Trade Achievements, Goals Discussed 
BK211335 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 21 Jan 88 


[Talk of the Week” feature] 


[Text] In 1987, for the Ist time in several years Viet- 
nam’s foreign trade fulfilled its annual plan for export 
quota. The country’s prospect in foreign trade is prom- 
ising with the promulgation of the new law on foreign 
investment. In today’s edition of “Talk of the Week,” we 
will bring you a review of Vietnam's foreign trade in 
1987. 


Vietnam has trade and economic relations with 77 
countries. The year 1987 saw the development of these 
relations. Ho Chi Minh City and the province of Ha 
Nam Ninh, south of Hanoi, are among the units taking 
the lead in foreign trade. Both the volume and value of 
many traditional export items kept increasing such as 
coffee, kenaf, spices, processed meat, embroidered san- 
dals, and jute carpets. There was a considerable increase 
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in the export of other small industry and handicraft 
commodities. The plan for import [as heard] was over- 
fulfilled by 20%, up by 14% compared with 1986. 


The above-mentioned figures are modest, but they speak 
volumes for the effort of Vietnam’s foreign trade. In 
1987 import and export met with many difficulties, 
especially the shortage of raw and other materials and 
energy for units producing export commodities. In many 
cases, unstable supplies of materials and problems in the 
pricing policy caused stagnation in the production of 
export goods. To overcome this, the Foreign Trade 
Ministry joined efforts with concerned branches in step- 
ping up the import of necessary goods to meet the needs 
of production and the people’s daily life. Quite a number 
of enterprises reached a state at which they could on 
their own ensure the procurement of imported industrial 
equipment, materials, and spare parts for maintaining 
and developing production. The volume of goods 
exported to the Soviet Union and other socialist coun- 
tries increased considerably in 1987. Progress is made in 
importing goods from Laos and Kampuchea. Due atten- 
tion has been paid to the procurement and export of 
valuable commodities such as frozen shrimp, scraped 
metals, and incensed wood. 


On the prospect of Vietnam’s foreign trade in the year 
1988, Vice Minister of Foreign Trade Ta Ca said: 


[Begin recording in Vietnamese fading into English 
translation] Our goal is to widen economic relations with 
the Soviet Union, Laos, Kampuchea, and other socialist 
countries on the basis of equality and mutual benefit and 
assistance, constantly strengthen the special alliance 
between the three fraternal countries, and widen eco- 
nomic relations with other countries. We expect that this 
year the volume of our export goods will be up by 17% 
compared with last year. Regarding the policy of the 
goods producers to export commodities, special atten- 
tion is paid to those engaged in growing coffee, rubber, 
and marine products. The foreign trade sector will 
improve the material conditions of these export produc- 
ers and the pricing policy. In 1988 the state will apply 
more policies along the line of renewal. The foreign trade 
branch has just published an instruction on ensuring the 
rights and interests of export producers and creating 
favorable conditions for units producing export com- 
modities, thus enabling them to approach the world 
market. [end recording] 


Nguyen Van Linh Attends Party Meeting 
BK011504 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT | Feb 88 


[Text] On the morning of 30 January, Comrade General 
Secretary Nguyen Van Linh addressed the conference of 
the Ho Chi Minh City party committee. Analyzing the 
national situation one year after the sixth Party Con- 
gress, the comrade general secretary pointed out newly 
established factors, which include: Efforts of peasants, 
workers, and all sectors and echelons to improve their 
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workstyles in order to guarantee profitable business and 
production under very difficult circumstances; attempts 
to give more room to democracy when it comes to social 
activities; and a public campaign to use the press to 
combat negative phenomena. All these efforts have 
helped develop the process of democratization and 
strengthen the confidence of cadres and people. 


Nevertheless, one year is not enough to help a weak and 
backward economy overcome the consequences arising 
from a bureaucratic and subsidy-based mechanism. The 
comrade generai secretary praised last year’s efforts of 
the party committee and people of Ho Chi Minh City 
and stressed that now that national construction is being 
carried Out in a spirit of renovation and under correct 
policies and lines, it is of decisive importance to pay due 
attention to organization and cadre-related work. 


It is necessary for Ho Chi Minh City to join its efforts to 
implement socioeconomic tasks to the party-initiated 
major campaign aimed at building a contingent of cadres 
of good quality and fine ethics who are capable of 
fulfilling all missions in the new situation. Efforts must 
be made to achieve internal unity and to ensure democ- 
racy for the people. It is necessary to promote the sense 
of collective mastery and to initiate a movement to 
perform revolutionary deeds in all grass-root units. 


Regarding the concrete tasks to be fulfilled by Ho Chi 
Minh City, the comrade general secretary reminded the 
party committee of the need to bring into full play 
creativity and spirit of openness to solve difficult prob- 
lems and develop industrial, small industrial, and hand- 
icraft activities. Efforts must be made to review work 
performances and to work out concrete policies aimed at 
fully developing the capabilities of family-based and 
private economic elements and at motivating the people 
to practice thrift, especially in materials and fuel, and to 
display frugality in everyday activities. 


Ho Chi Minh City Party Secretary Interviewed 
BK241415 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese I Jan 88 pp 1, 2 


[Interview with Vo Tran Chi, secretary of Ho Chi Minh 
City party committee, about Measures To Develop the 
Manufacture of Goods—date and place not given] 


[Text] [Unidentified Correspondent] The year of 1987 
has just come to an end. Although much effort has been 
made, the city has only achieved 98.6 percent of its plan 
norm. Worse still, handicrafts and artisan industry pro- 
duction that used to be a strong point of our city, was low 
last year. Does the liberation of production force which 
was specified at the sixth Party Congress appear to have 
met with some difficulty? 


[Vo Tran Chi] We have just gone through a year of the 
hardest struggle. Although workers and various echelons 
of management have exerted much effort, the results 
remain low. Supplies, raw materials, electricity, and 
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cash—the decisive factors of production—all are hard to 
get. The troubles in distribution and circulation have not 
been overcome. Moreover, although the viewpoint on 
liberating the production force has been asserted at the 
sixth Party Congress, the inertia of small-scale produc- 
tion based on self-sufficiency, conservatism, and hesita- 
tion in providing guidance for implementation has made 
it impossible to promulgate timely and uniform lines and 
policies to stimulate production. Although we struggled 
hard in 1987, we still did not create necessary changes as 
everyone had expected. 


[Correspondent] You have just returned from a plenum 
of the party Central Committee which discussed the 
5-year and 1988 socioeconomic plan. What will be the 
new changes in the coming plan? 


[Vo Tran Chi] The renovation of planning cannot stop 
with the change in planning method. The main issue is to 
do away with the bureaucratic planning method based 
on subsidization in order to shift to real planning for the 
manufacture of goods. If we want to advance from the 
economy of small-scale backward production, we must 
necessarily go through the period of vigorously develop- 
ing the economy of goods. It is of course the socialist 
production of goods. 


Once we have talked about the production of goods, we 
cannot help but talk about market. On the contrary, we 
must get in touch with, and study in detail, all markets 
both at home and abroad. On this basis, we will make 
uniform and concentrated investment in those produc- 
tion areas turning out the largest amounts of goods and 
the highest labor productivity at the lowest production 
costs. So, investment in the production of consumer and 
export goods in our city and Hanoi, or investment in the 
agricultural development of the Mekong and Red River 
deltas, is a common responsibility to be specified in 
plans. 


Talking about the production of goods evidently calls for 
accurate and adequate cost accounting. As a result, 
prices and rates of exchange must reflect values correct- 


ly. 


Goods are produced for sales and not for self-sufficiency. 
They therefore call for vigorous changes in circulation 
and for indispensable steps of development in commu- 
nications and transportation. 


Following the party Central Committee plenum, the 
National Assembly had just met to pass the socioeco- 
nomic plan in such a spirit; and in the near future, the 
Council of Ministers will certainly promulgate systems 
and policies to liberate all production abilities, vigor- 
ously develop the production of goods, and especially 
concentrate on the three major economic programs. 
With such specific lines and policies. we will mobilize all 
economic elements to participate in the production of 
goods. Among these elements, the state economy has no 
other way than struggling hard to turn out a large amount 
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of goods of the best quality in order to maintain its 
leading role. This does not mean that we “authorize 
these economic elements” to exist but such an existence 
is objective and necessary. The state must create condi- 
tions for these economic elements to develop throughout 
the still long period of transition. 


{Correspondent} The National Assembly has passed the 
law on foreign investments in Vietnam. Many of our 
people at home still have capital but do not feel free to 
make investments in production. Why don’t we enact 
appropriate laws to be applied to our economic elements 
at home? 


[Vo Tran Chi] I know that apart from immediate prob- 
lems in the areas of electricity and cash, our city also 
faces a situation in which many people have capital but 
still hesitate to invest in production. I agree with you on 
the need for us to enact laws guaranteeing the develop- 
ment of our economic elements at home. 


[Correspondent] Once we have talked about plans, we 
cannot help talking about executors or, to be more 
specific, about workers and other laboring peon!<. Could 
you tell something about the coming socioeconomic plan 
in the view of people who implement it? 


[Vo Tran Chi] The coming socioeconomic plan will 
motivate all socioeconomic elements. There is no way to 
implement this plan unless we have the participation of 
the laboring people. The salaries of producers and scien- 
tific-technological cadres will depend on the latter’s 
labor productivity and actual contributions. The same 
principle will be applied to peasants. The amount of 
grain we want from peasants must be commensurate 
with our efforts to help increase their incomes. Justice 
does not necessarily mean that everybody must stay on 
the same line. The strength of a country depends on the 
wealth of its people. We should not worry about people 
becoming rich through hard work, either manual or 
intellectual. Instead, we should condemn and punish 
people who make illegal profits through corruption, 
smuggling, and so forth. 


[Correspondent] As you have said, we need to vigorously 
develop the economy of goods and to liberate all produc- 
tion abilities. Then, isn’t it true that the city people’s 
committee’s Decision No 34 specifying that each pro- 
duction organization may hire a maximum number of 10 
employees is no longer appropriate? 


[Vo Tran Chi] As life keeps changing, regulations may 
become outdated with the passing of time. What matters 
is the ability to know how to evaluate the situation and 
make adjustments in time. As far as personnel recruit- 
ment is concerned, the party Central Committee’s fourth 
plenum held a far more open-minded view on it. Pro- 
duction organizations may hire personnel in a way 
commensurate with their production requirements and 
must treat them in accordance with state-regulated sys- 
tems and policies. 
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[Correspondent] What about people who fear that this 
would lead to a spontaneous capitalist development? 


[Vo Tran Chi] As far as those “timorous” people are 
concerned, in addition to what you have said, | can add 
a few more things. For example, they “are afraid of the 
markets,” and “scared by the people’s wealth,” and so 
forth. The point is, since the proietarian dictatorship 
state controls the development of the various economic 
elements in order to promote the socialist production of 
goods, there cannot be any chance for a spontaneous 
capitalist development. What we should fear is a poorly 
performing economy and slow production that would 
ultimately put everyone on the same poverty line. 


[Correspondent] You have said that 1987 was a year of 
the hardest struggle. Now that you just returned from a 
plenum of the party Central Committee, what do you 
think about the year of 1988? 


[Vo Tran Chi] Of course, we do not nurture a false hope 
of being able to solve all difficult problems. Neverthe- 
less, new progress has clearly served as convincing proof. 
Realities have continually testified to the correctness of 
the sixth party congress resolution. Resolutions Nos 2, 3, 
and 4 adopted by the party Central Committee this time 
have been developing in that right direction. It is my 
firm belief that thanks to those correct policies, 1988 will 
be a year of progress. We do not mean that everything 
will be all right. Nevertheless, we can be sure that 
everything will develop positively. What we should do 
now is to concentrate efforts on implementing very 
satisfactorily all the resolutions adopted by the party 
Central Committee. 


Vo Chi Cong Visits Hydroelectric Power Plant 
BK170849 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 
17 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan.!7—President of the State Coun- 
cil Vo Chi Cong on Saturday visited the Tri An hydro- 
electric power project, 50 miles northeast of Ho Chi 
Minh City. 


He was shown round major sections of the 400,000-kw 
plant, the biggest of its kind in southern Vietnam, being 
built with Soviet assistance. 


President Vo Chi Cong also met Soviet experts and 
Vietnamese cadres and workers there. Speaking on the 
occasion, he highly appreciated the Soviet experts’ help 
in techniques, management and personnel training for 
Vietnam. He said he believed that with the timely 
technical and material assistance of the Soviet Union 
and with the contributions of the southern Vietnamese 
people, the project would be completed in early 1989. 
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Northern Provinces Confer on Border Forces 
BK300306 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 29 Jan SS 


[Text] The northern border provinces recently held a 
conference in Lang Son Province to draw upon experi- 
ences of the border defense forces in conducting the 
determined-to-win emulation movement. The border 
defense forces of northern provinces overcame difficul- 
ties in successfully organizing the determined-to-win 
emulation movement to firmly defend national sover- 
eignty and security both on land and sea. 


The border defense forces on Cao Loc and Van Lang 
heights of Lang Sop Province and Vi Xuyen, Bach Dich, 
and Thanh Thuy heights of Ha Tuyen Province closely 
united with the local people to build an effective border 
defense line. In addition to their main duty, the northern 
border provinces’ border defense forces have also orga- 
nized economic building tasks, step by step and depend- 
ing on the capability of each locality, to help construct 
their barracks and improve their living conditions. 


Conference Reviews Emulation Experiences 
BK200919 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 19 Jan 88 


[Text] The Vietnam Confederation of Trade Unions 
[VCTU] held a conference in Hanoi this morning, 19 
January, to review experiences in organizing, directing, 
and mobilizing workers and civil servants to participate 
in the movement for innovations, inventions, and the 
application of advanced technology during the past 5 
years. The VCTU launched the movement in coordina- 
tion with the State Science and Technology Commission 
and the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union Central 
Committee. 


As reported by the VCTU, the movement, which has had 
a great effect on the struggle to overcome difficulties in 
the economic field during the past years, 1s gradually 
becoming an important moving force in the develop- 
ment of production. 


At the conference, many creative labor collectives from 
various sectors and localities—such as machine tool 
factory No. |, the Hanoi locomotive enterprise, the Ha 
Nam Ninh engine factory, and the Ho Chi Minh City 2 
September pharmaceutical products enterprise— 
unfolded and exchanged experiences in mobilizing work- 
ers and civil servants to participate in the movement for 
innovations, inventions, and the application § of 
advanced technology. 


The conference devoted much time to discovering the 
existing weaknesses of the movement. It also pointed out 
the need to link the movement with more specific and 
practical production norms so as to help accelerate 
production and achieve all the targets set forth by the 
sixth party congress. 
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Oil Refinery Planned for Ho Chi Minh City 
BK221545 Hanoi WNA in English 1450 GMT 
22 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA January 22 —A processing factory which 
can process 40,000 tons of crude per year will be established 
by the United Saigon Oil Processing Enterprises (Saigon 
Petro) in Cat Hai on the outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City. 


The project, to be undertaken by a construction company of 
overseas Vietnamese in France, Serepco, will turn out Viet- 
nam’s first crude oil products like solvent for paint, rubber 
and fat extracts, diesel oil, gas oil and fuel oil. 


The low sulfur content of Vietnam’s offshore oi! will 
make it possible to minimize environmental hazards. 


Saigon Petro’s products can be exchanged for farm 
produce of the Mekong River Delta and light industry 
products of Ho Chi Minh City which can be exported for 
the much-needed foreign currencies. 


With a modest initial asset, Saigon Petro has chosen to build 
first a small refinery. It is estimated that by the time 
Vietnam’s biggest crude oil refinery at Tuy Ha, 80 km south 
of Ho Chi Minh City, is completed, Saigon Petro will have 
recovered all its initial investments. Then the processing 
factory, which is designed according to modern technology, 
will be able to serve as a laboratory for the complex. It may 
also make tests and calculations of the industrial parameters 
of the big equipment of the complex. 


Agricultural Conference, Statistics Reported 


Grain Procurement Discussed 
BK300355 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Text] Representatives of the grain and finance sectors in the 
Bac Bo Plain provinces recently met at the Agriculture and 
Food Industry Ministry to discuss measures to solve the rice 
problem in major areas. Minister Nguyen Cong Tan reported 
that the grain situation continued to be difficult, especially in 
the second half of January 1988. 


The provinces of Ha Nam Ninh, Thai Binh, Hai Hung, 
and Ha Son Binh have strived to provide enough rice to 
the armed forces in major areas as planned for January. 
The southern provinces continue to procure rice for the 
central government, striving to reach 9,000 metric tons 
of rice in January. The minister commended Nghia Binh 
Province for yielding 2,000 metric tons of rice to the 
central government although it was hit by natural disas- 
ters. Ha Son Binh Province has resolved to partly relieve 
national difficulties by fulfilling the procurement norm 
prescribed by the central government. 


The provinces of Hai Hung and Ha Son Binh are 
planning to collect potato, corn, and cassava for distri- 
bution within the provinces and for delivery to the 
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central government. In addition to the amounts pro- 
cured in January, the provinces must also begin to pay 
taxes to the central government. The state has unified the 
control of rice to be paid as taxes to the central govern- 
ment. Provinces cannot use this amount of rice sor 
distribution in their areas. They are authorized to dis- 
tribute rice reserved for the armed forces stationed in the 
provinces until May 1988; the remainder will be handed 
over to the central government for redistribution. 


The ministry will start shipping rice to provinces for barter- 
ing purposes in support of winter-spring production. It will 
also ship goods and materials to provinces for bartering with 
grain. Provinces will concentrate on collecting taxes and old 
debts, and on implementing two-way contracts. 


Further on Grain Procurement 
BK301209 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry 
recently held a conference in Ho Chi Minh City to 
discuss the procurement of grain for the 10th-month and 
Winter-Spring cropping seasons in various provinces in 
the Mekong River Delta. Attending were representatives 
of the Council of Ministers and of various relevant 
sectors as well as the directors of various grain corpora- 
tions of the nine provinces in the Mekong River Delta. 


Based on the actual situation regarding the rice area and 
rice Output, the central government and the provinces 
agreed on the procurement norms for each province. 
Provinces with high procurement norms are An Giang 
with 260,000 tons, Hau Giang with 220,000 tons, and 
Cuu Long with 200,000 tons. 


The conference also agreed on the legal norms for 
agricultural tax and discussed many measures to resolve 
current difficulties in buying grain under two-way con- 
tracts and at agreed-upon prices. 


January Rice Crop Reported 
BK010948 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 30 Jan 88 


[Summary] The General Department of Statistics reports 
that “as of 25 January 1988, more than | million hectares of 
10th-month rice have been harvested in the South, nearly 
70% of the cultivated area.” The harvest has been completed 
in Song Be Province while 80-94% of the cultivated area has 
been harvested in Dong Nai, Lam Dong, and Minh Hai 
provinces. “The harvest has been slow in Dong Thap and An 
Giang provinces with only 30% or so reaped.” 


As for the planting of winter-spring rice, “some 115,000 
hectares of winter-spring seedlings have been sown in the 
North and some 100,000 hectares planted, which is 
about 10% of the plan.” 
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In the South, “709,000 hectares of winter-spring rice 
have been planted, nearly 94% of the plan norm. This 
figure includes 539,000 hectares in the Mekong River 
delta provinces, or 90% of the plan area. In the Eastern 
Nam Bo region, only 40% of the area has been planted to 
the crop.” Although the time for planting the winter- 
spring rice in the South is nearing an end, there are still 
140,000 hectares of the planned area which have not 
been planted to the crop. “Of the planted winter-spring 
rice area, some 102,000 hectares have been affected by 
insects, mainly stem borers, leaf rollers, and rice worm.” 


The weather in the North over the past few days has been 
cold, making the transplanting of grown rice seedlings 
impossible. 


“As for the planting of secondary food crops and vege- 
tables. some 357,000 hectares have been planted coun- 
trywide.” This includes 136,000 hectares of corn, 
172,000 hectares of sweet potato, more than 12,000 
hectares of cassava, 82,400 hectares of vegetables and 
legumes, and 50,900 hectares of industrial crops. 


The Ministry of Energy will reserve 100,000 kw of 
electricity for the planting of Sth-month-spring rice. In 
the coming 10 days, there will be some cold spells and 
drizzle suitable for the planting of winter-spring crops. 


The Ministry of Agriculture reminds localities of the follow- 
ing tasks: to mobilize their draft force—tractors and draft 
animals—to plow ricefields quickly while the weather is 
warm, to sow enough late spring rice seedlings to cover all the 
planned area; to accelerate the planting of spring industrial 
crops and |0th-month rice harvesting in the South; to 
transplant the winter-spring rice expeditiously, especially in 
Eastern Nam Bo; to prepare adequately for the summer-fall 
rice planting; to protect livestock against epidemics; and 
correctly control slaughtering. 


Rice Planting Statistics 
BK011248 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 31 Jan 88 


[Text] The General Statistics Department reports that as 
of 30 January northern provinces had planted almost 
100,000 hectares of winter-spring rice or 10% of the plan 
norm, while rice seedlings had been sown on 115,000 
hectares. These provinces have also propagated duck- 
weed on almost 10,000 hectares for use as fertilizer. 


The weather became cooler during the past several days, but 
did not affect the development of rice seedlings. However, 
the pace of rice planting was relatively slow since only 
one-fourth of the cultivated areas have been planted. The 
water conservancy, energy, and agriculture and food indus- 
try sectors have provided effective assistances to localities. 
As a result, the supply of electricity to serve irrigation work 
for winter-spring rice has improved satisfactorily. Various 
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localities are guiding grass-roots units to care for their sowed 
rice seedlings, while striving to provide seeds to compensate 
for loss of seedlings in cold-stricken areas and integrating 
the work force and drafting power to plow more land to 
accelerate the winter-spring rice planting in accordance with 
the crop schedule. 


Southern provinces have planted 709,000 hectares of win- 
ter-spring rice or 83.7% of the set plan norm. The end of the 
winter-spring rice season is approaching, however, and 
about 140,000 hectares have not been planted. Peasants in 
the Mekong River delta provinces are integrating their 
efforts to improve irrigation for winter-spring rice, buying 
more fertilizer for sufficient application to ricefields, and 
using insecticide and rudimentary methods to eradicate 
harmful insects on 50,000 hectares of the winter-spring rice. 


Briefs 
Geological Survey Agreement 


Hanoi VNA January 28—An agreement on Czechoslo- 
vakia’s loan to Vietnam to step up its geological survey 
and exploration for the 1988-1990 period has been 
signed in Prague. Signatories were Pham Quoc Tuong, 
general director of Vietnam’s General Department of 
Mines and Geology, and J.Memec, Czechoslovak deputy 
minister of foreign trade. [Text] /Hanoi VNA in English 
0708 GMT 28 Jan 88 BK] 


An Giang Party Membership 


—An Giang Province last year admitted to party member- 
ship another |,353 persons, an increase of 2.3 times over 
1986. Most of the new party members are young people with 
good educational and professional backgrounds who have 
experienced ordeals in various movements in their locali- 
ties. Meanwhile, various party organizations at the grass- 
roots level in the province also took disciplinary action 
against 289 party members for violation of discipline and 
ethical decline. [Summary] /Hanoi Domestic Service in 
Vietnamese 1100 GMT 19 Jan 88 BK] 


Indian Jute Factory 


Hanoi, VNA Jan 31—A jute factory named after the late 
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was inaugurated 
in Ho Chi Minh city on January 30. The factory, whose 
construction started in 1985 with an investment of 8.6 
million U.S. dollars from the Central India Machinery 
Manufacturing Company Ltd (CIMMCOQO), has a 
designed output of six million jute bags a year. Present at 
the inauguration were Cabinet Minister Vo Dong Giang, 
Chairman of the External Economic Commission of 
Vietnam, Phan Van Khai, Mayor of Ho Chi Minh city, 
and D.P. Mandelia, president of CIMMCO, who arrived 
in the city on January 28. [Text] /Hanoi VNA in English 
1525 GMT 31 Jan 88 BK] 


FBIS-EAS-88-021 
2 February 1988 


Australia 


Hayden To Visit Indonesia in February 
HK020233 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0110 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] Australia’s foreign affairs minister, Mr Hayden, is 
to visit Indonesia at the end of this month on his way 
home from a tour of Africa and the Middle East. 


Australian officials say Mr Hayden wants to have talks 
on bilateral issues with Indonesia’s foreign minister, Dr 
Mokhtar, and the trade minister, Mr Rakhmat Saleh. 


The foreign minister, whose portfolio includes responsi- 
bilities for trade, also wants to meet business leaders 
during his 3-day stay in Jakarta. 


Annual Inflation Rate Lowest Over 2 Years 
BK291051 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0510 GMT 29 Jan 88 


[Text] There is good news for the Australian Govern- 
ment with figures issued today showing a big fall in the 
inflation rate. The Bureau of Statistics said the annual 
rate of inflation at the end of the December quarter 
slowed to 7.1%—the lowest annual rate for 2 and 1/2 
years. 


It was more than 1% below the figures for the previous 
quarter. During the December quarter, consumers prices 
rose in all Australian capital cities with the biggest 
increases in clothing and health care. 


Fiji 


Rotuman Independence Movement Seeks Aid 
HK020651 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 2 Feb 88 


[Text] The leader of the Rotuman Independence move- 
ment in Fiji, Mr (Nanag) Sah Lagfatmaro, has appealed 
to Australia for financial support. Radio Australia’s 
Pacific correspondent, Tony Melvor, says the call was 
made in Auckland, where the Rotuman leader, who was 
born Henry Gibson, is living in self-exile. 


The self-styled king or (Nanag) said he had been told he 
would be shot if he returned to Fiji. A Fiji Army 
contingent went to Rotuma island, about 400 kilometers 
from Suva at the weekend and took down the British flag 
at the king’s village. 


(Nanag) Sah Lagfatmaro heads the dominant Malmohao 
clan on the island, inhabitants of which are mainly 
Polynesian rather than Melanesian as in the rest of Fiji. 
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The dissident clan is also reported to be seeking to make 
Rotuma a dependency of New Zealand. AUSTRALIAN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS says the clan has been critical of 
Fiji for its decision last week to break away from the 
Commonwealth and establish a republic. 


New Caledonia 


Kanak Separatists To Boycott Elections 
BK311356 Hong Kong AFP in English 1336 GMT 
31 Jan 88 


[Text] Noumea, Jan 31 (AFP)}—Separatists in the French 
Pacific territory of New Caledonia will boycott France’s 
upcoming presidential election, their leader said here 
Sunday. 


The Kanak Socialist National Liberation’ Front 
(FNLKS), led by Jean-Marie Tjibaou, had already 
announced that it was boycotting territorial elections in 
April 24. 


Mr Tyjibaou said the FNLKS would boycott the two- 
round presidential election—the first also taking place 
April 24—because the voice of New Caledonia’s indige- 
nous Melanesian (Kanak) population is never heard. 


“The new (French) president should know that there will 
be no viable, definitive and stable institutions in this 
country without the participation of the Kanak people,” 
he said. 


Melanesians in New Caledonia are outnumbered by 
French and Asian settlers. 


Last September 59 percent of New Caledonians cast 
ballots in a referendum and overwhelmingly choose to 
remain part of the French Republic. 


Papua New Guinea 


New Defense Clause Said To Favor Australia 
HK020233 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 1 Feb 88 


[Text] Papua New Guinea's recently sacked defense 
force chief says the new defense link with Australia is in 
Canberra’s favor and continues Australia’s domination 
of Papua New Guinea. Brigadier General Tony Huai, 
who is still in the army, has launched his attack on the 
defense clause in an exclusive article for a Papua New 
Guinea newspaper in which he calls for the dismissal of 
the defense minister, Mr James Pokasui. 


Brig Gen Huai was removed as commander in December 
for, amongst other things, allegediy leaking the wording 
of the defense clause to Indonesia's army chief, General 
Benni Murdani. 
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He says the final paragraph of the joint dec!2-ution of 
principles is to Australia’s advantage. Brig Gen Huai 
claims the Australians are forcing an arrangement on 
Papua New Guinea that will continue Australian domi- 
nation over the coun’ ~’ despite rhetoric to the contrary. 
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He says Australia has a lot at stake in Papua New 
Guinea, and it does not want to see other countries 
taking a leading role. Brig Gen Huai says he believes 
Australia’s assistance cannot be guaranteed and that any 
military response wouid be delayed. 
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Takeshita said the four-year term of lower house mem- 
bers should be respected. 


He also disapproved plans to hold another twin election 
of the Diet in the summer of 1989, when an election will 
be held for half the members of the upper house. 
Takeshita said it was not desirable to hold double 
elections of the Diet in a regular and set manner. 


The ruling Liberal Democratic Party scored a stunning 
victory in the previous twin election, which was held in 
summer 1986. 


Takeshita also said that he wanted to come up with a tax 
revision bill acceptable to the people, through delibera- 
tions in the Diet and tax councils of both the government 
and the Liberal Democratic Party. 


He said that the government would try to correct the 
unfair tax systems as much as possible through the tax 
reform. 


Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa said that the govern- 
ment planned to effect another round of tax reductions, 
following the Y2 trillion tax cut made last year. 


The tax cut, which consisted of Y 1.54 trillion in income 
tax and Y460 billion in the local tax, was not sufficient, 
Miyazawa said. 


As for plans to levy a new tax on capital gains through 
transactions of securities, the finance minister said cap- 
ital losses had to be taken into account in effecting the 
tax. The government Tax Commission is examining the 
issue, Miyazawa said. 


Koyama said, in his interpellation, that the unfair tax 
called for immediate correction by the government. 


He said he did not see why the government wanted to 
introduce a large-scale indirect tax before correction of 
the unfair tax. 


Koyama also said the planned indirect tax violated the 
LDP’s public pledge before the 1986 twin elections of the 
Diet not to introduce such a tax. 


If the government planned to implement the tax, then it 
should dissolve the Diet to seek to learn the will of the 
people, he said. 


Koyama charaged that the government was trying to 
increase Japan's defense spending by bearing more of the 
cost of Japanese who are employed by the U.S. forces 
stationed in Japan. 


He then referred to the recent trip to Washington by the 
prime minister, during which he reportedly offered the 
increase to U.S. President Ronald Reagan. 


ANNEX 


The premier made use of the issue as one of his gifts to 
the United States, and this was nothing but patchwork. 
Koyama criticized. 


The government defense expenditures have also topped 
the |-percent-of-GNP ceiling. he noted. 


The government should strictly observe the ceiling, if it 
really intended to keep Japan from becoming a military 
superpower, he stated. 


The government should draw up a new defense buildup 
pregram to repiace the current program, which expires in 
fiscal 1990, in view of the international situation follow- 
ing the signing of a U.S.-Soviet accord on the abolition of 
intermediate-range nuclear weapons, he said. 


Foreign Ministry Comments on Primakov Remarks 
OW020955 Tokyo YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

in Japanese 1 Feb 88 Morning Edition p 2—FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[Text] Regarding the remarks made by Yevgeniy Prima- 
kov, director of the World Economics and International 
Relations Institute of the USSR, in his interview with 
YOMIURI SHIMBUN, a Foreign Ministry source stat- 
ed: “If the Soviet Union should change its persistent 
position on the Northern Territories issue and adopt a 
flexible posture, it will be welcomed. However, as to 
whether Mr Primakov’s remarks indicate a change in the 
Soviet position, frankly speaking, we don’t feel there has 
been any change in the Soviet position.” This shows that, 
noticing Mr Primakov’s persistence in basing his argu- 
ment concerning the Northern Territories issue on the 
precondition that “Japan should indicate its flexible 
position,” the said source feels it rather hard to believe in 
any direct connection between his remarks and a switch 
in the Soviet position. 


As far as the Foreign Ministry is concerned, the “basic 
line of Japan’s diplomacy with the Soviet Union”— 
which has been clearly stated at the current Diet ses- 
sions—lies in the government plans to first demand the 
return of the Northern Territories and then to conclude 
a peace treaty (according to a Foreign Ministry source). 
Before Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze’s visit to 
Japan, scheduled for the second half of this year, “what 
is most urgent at present is to strengthen practical 
relations centered on the economic field as well as to 
promote personnel exchanges at various levels,” (accord- 
ing to Toshiaki Muto, Japanese ambassador to the Soviet 
Union). 


ROK Ambassador Interviewed on DPRK Sanctions 
OW 300118 Tokyo SANKEI SHIMBUN 

in Japanese 28 Jan 88 Morning Edition pp 1, 2—FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[“Summary™ of ROK Ambassador to Japan Yi Kyu-ho 
interview with SANKEI SHIMBUN Editorial Board 
member Nobuyuki Yoshida and reporter Yukio Tate- 
yama on 27 January at the ROK Embassy in Tokyo] 


G2 
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[Text] [Question] The Korean Air incident is so bizarre 
that there are many people who cannot understand why 
North Korea (DPRK) had to carry it out. What sort of a 
country is North Korea? 


Yi: European communists are influenced by humanism 
and know how to think rationally and act reasonably. 
But the communists in the “North” are not influenced 
by that sort of thinking. Even to we fellow Koreans, they 
are beyond comprehension. Thus it is only natural for 
some Japanese news media and opposition parties to fail 
to understand them. 


[Question] Some say that there is no advantage in 
Carrying Out that sort of thing. 


Yi: Through the Seoul Olympics, the ROK’s presence 
will be known to the Soviet Union, East Europe and the 
rest of the world. For the “North” this may be hard to 
swallow. This is probably why they were eager to sabo- 
tage the Olympics and reduce the number of participat- 
ing countries as much as possible. 


[Question] Following on the heels of the October 1983 
Rangoon incident, North Korea did the same thing again 
this time. What measures are needed to prevent the 
recurrence of such incidents? 


Yi: The communists in the “North” believe that “revo- 
lution is terrorism” and think that, since capitalism 
exploits the people, whatever they do cannot be a crime. 
To people of this sort, words like “‘peace”’ carry no 
meaning. It will be difficult to prevent such acts unless 
free world countries impose stern economic and political 
sanctions against terrorist acts. 


[Question] Some hold the view that it 1s better to teach 
them the foolishness of terrorism by bringing them out to 
engage in a dialogue in the international community, 
rather than taking stern sanctions. 


Yi: It is, of course, important to let them know the 
atmosphere of the international community, but they 
must be taught that terrorist acts are not tolerated in the 
international community, and that it is to their disad- 
vantage to do things like that. It would be of no use to 
bring them out into the international community with- 
out doing so. 


[Question] What do you think of the Japanese Govern- 
ment’s action? 


Yi: In his Diet speech Prime Minister Takeshita stated 
that “terrorism cannot be tolerated” and the Japanese 
Government adopted measures in accordance with its 
posture of dealing sternly with terrorist acts. As a 
friendly country we highly appraise this and appreciate 
it. In concrete terms, (the ROK Government’s) demands 
were not accepted to the full because of the Japanese 
Government's position, interests in the international 
community, the detained crew of the No 18 Fujisan 
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Maru, and the presence of the opposition, which is 
opposed to sanctions. We fully understand this. Howev- 
er, we think that Japan, which should lead the free world 
in peace and prosperity, should take firm, practical, and 
effective action against terrorist acts. 


[Question] Western nations other than Japan and the 
United States did issue statements denouncing the inci- 
dent, but have not taken any actual measures. In the 
sense of free world solidarity, is this not unsatisfactory? 


Yi: Britain and France have issued statements denounc- 
ing it, and other major countries are following suit. | 
believe that concrete measures will be forthcoming in the 
days ahead. The ROK intends to request that the UN 
Security Council discuss the matter and also to bring it to 
international meetings on the human rights issue. 


[Question] How do you assess future Japan-ROK rela- 
tions? 


Yi: After his inauguration former Prime Minister Naka- 
sone chose South Korea as the first foreign country to 
visit, and President Chon Tu-hwan paid a state visit to 
Japan for the first time in the 2,500-year history of 
bilateral relations, thus bringing a drastic and remark- 
able change to Japanese-Korean relations. If we continue 
striving for mutual understanding on this basis, we can 
build splendid Japanese-Korean relations. Prime Minis- 
ter Takeshita is scheduled to attend the presidential 
inaugural ceremony in February and I think that Presi- 
dent-elect No will visit Japan within the year. This will 
help Japanese-Korean relations to further develop in all 
areas, including the economic sector. However, because 
of preparations for the Olympics, no decision has yet 
been made on a concrete date for Mr No’s visit. 


[Question] Please tells us what proposas the South 
Korean side has for a joint Japan-ROK antiterrorist 
consultative organization for the Seoul Olympics. 


Yi: It does not matter what it is called, but it should be 
made clear that the organization emphasizes the preven- 
tion of terrorism. Otherwise, the purpose of the consul- 
tative organization will become vague, and its presence 
itself will be in name only and not in reality. 


[Question] Will the political situation between North 
and South Korea not become tense in the wake of the 
Korean Air incident? 


Yi: As for our country, we do not mean to shut the door 
to dialogue with the “North.” But dialogue does not 
resolve all problems either. 
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ASAHI Views Sanctions Against North Korea 
OW291321 Tokyo ASAHI EVENING NEWS 

in English 28 Jan 88 p 7—FOR OFFICIAL USE 
ONLY 


[ASAHI SHIMBUN 27 January editorial: “What Proof 
Against North Korea?] 


[Text] In connection with the Korean Air (KAL) inci- 
dent, the Japanese government has decided on the four 
sanctions against North Korea that include strict new 
rules for limiting contacts between Japanese and North 
Korean citizens. 


Terrorism must never be condoned. Whatever political 
or other reasons there may be, it is absolutely wrong to 
treat human lives like nothing. Terrorism must be 
Stamped out. 


The government concluded that the KAL incident was 
the result of an organized terrorist action by North 
Korea. The sanctions are meant as an indication of 
Japan’s anti-terrorist position. 


The incident killed 115 people, most of whom were 
South Korean seasonal laborers on their way home from 
the Middle East. We quite understand that the Japanese 
government had to resort to some sort of diplomatic 
action, once it was convinced of North Korea’s involve- 
ment. And the government acted appropriately in limit- 
ing the sanctions to measures that are largely symbolic. 


A certain Kim Hyon-hui admitted her involvement in 
the incident as a North Korean secret agent, and con- 
fessed that she was under orders from Pyongyang’s 
higher political echelons. However, there is no final 
proof yet of their involvement. 


In the case of the Rangoon incident of 1983, there was a 
third party turning up material evidence of Pyongyang’s 
involvement. That third party was the Burmese govern- 
ment. But the KAL incident is a different story. It has 
too many gray areas, as many Japanese are fully aware. 


According to the Foreign Ministry (Gaimusho), the 
government became convinced of Pyongyang’s involve- 
ment because of “evidence” that is allegedly in American 
hands, as well as from reports brought back from Seoul 
by a Gaimusho official who was dispatched there. How- 
ever, some ranking Gaimusho officials admit that there 
is still insufficient evidence from which to draw any final 
conclusions. And we have this lurking suspicion that the 
government may have drawn premature conclusions in 
an attempt to satisfy South Korea and the United States. 


This is all the more reason for the government to explain 
clearly to the public why and how it came to believe in 
Pyongyang’s involvement. The explanations given so far 
are too vague to be convincing. While we understand 
that this was probably out of certain diplomatic consid- 
erations, there is no excuse for the government to keep 
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the public in the dark. And matters certainly do not look 
good for North Korea now, as the country has so far 
made no convincing effort to explain itself to the global 
community. 


There is One troubling matter about the Japanese gov- 
ernment sanctions. That is, it indicates Japan’s readiness 
to support a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
resolution denouncing North Korea as a terrorist nation. 


At this moment, Japan would be much wiser to take a 
wait-and-see attitude, rather than join South Korea and 
other nations in their attempt to force North Korea into 
a light spot. 


According to the chief Cabinet secretary's comments, 
Japan will continue to encourage North-South dialogue 
to avert an escalation of tensions on the Korean Penin- 
sula. We would like to interpret this as meaning that 
while the sanctions must be taken, the government has 
no desire to isolate North Korea from the rest of the 
world. 


Pyongyang will most probably harden its stand and come 
up with countermeasures, now that Japan has joined 
South Korea and the United states in imposing sanc- 
tions. This will considerably strain Japan’s diplomatic 
relations with North Korea in the days ahead. 


Yet, no matter how difficult the situation may become, 
Japan and other nations of the world should still keep 
urging North Korea to take part in the 1988 Seoul 
Olympic Games. And in the case of Japan, there is also 
the issue of the No. 18 Fujisan Maru; for the sake of the 
families of the two Japanese crew members who are still 
being held by the North Korean government, negotia- 
tions for their release must be continued on humanitar- 
ian grounds despite the new regulations limiting diplo- 
matic contacts. 


Pyongyang Ought to try to understand that the sanctions 
adopted by Japan and the United States are largely 
symbolic in nature. We strongly hope that this under- 
standing will allay Pyongyang’s resentment and help it 
see the situation from the long-term perspective of easing 
tensions on the Korean peninsula. 
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[Editorial: “Sanctions Against N. Korea’’] 


[Text] The Japanese Government has announced sanc- 
tions against North Korea for its alleged involvement in 
the destruction of a Korean Air (KAL) jetliner. 
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The sanctions include more stringent measures than 
those Japan imposed on North Korea in connection with 
the 1983 explosion in Rangoon that killed several high- 
ranking South Korean officials in which the North was 
implicated. This time the government is restricting the 
shore leave of crew members of North Korean ships, in 
addition to limiting contacts by Japanese diplomats with 
North Korean counterparts. As Prime Minister 
Takeshita and the Foreign Ministry were initially nega- 
tive toward sanctions, they seem to have made a radical 
turnabout. 


As expected North Korea made a strong response. At the 
moment, of major concern are: |) the Japanese skipper 
and engineer of the ‘“Fujisan-Maru No. 18” imprisoned 
by the North who may face harsher treatment with 
diminished hopes for release; and 2) the possible height- 
ening of tension in the Korean Peninsula which may 
affect the Seoul Olympics. 


Considering these points, plus the fact the the KAL case 
has not been exhaustively resolved, the government 
should have remained calm and discreet and avoided 
being influenced by South Korea, which was understand- 
ably furious. 


The prime minister himself expressed caution when he 
said that the case had not been brought to trial, and 
pointed to the nation’s concern for the seamen if all 
contact with North Korea was suspended. 


But South Korea’s strong requests and the U.S. decision 
to impose sanctions prevailed on Japan to follow suit. 


The government's rationale is that the case of the “Fu- 
jisan-Maru™ 1s a humanitarian issue, which is quite apart 
from the sanctions, a political issue. 
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But does the government believe that North Korea will 
continue to discuss the release of the seamen while 
official contacts are virtually banned? Can the two issues 
be separated for practical purpose? Doesn’t the govern- 
ment realize that the seamen are not likely to be released 
soon? 


Terrorism should be denounced because the absurdity of 
killing innocent people for political expediency should 
be denounced. 


The two seamen held by North Korea are not under the 
death penalty, but their sentences of 15 years at hard 
labor could be fatal considering their age. 


They are convicted of espionage, but as we have insisted 
repeatedly, they are innocent, and are victims of North 
Korea’s political maneuvers in its demand for the return 
of a soldier who fled to Japan on their ship. We are 
concerned that the government has resigned itself to the 
fact that expediting negotiations for their release is futile. 


Politics should respect the life of each and every citizen. 
Calling for sanctions against terrorism is easy to under- 
stand and sounds brave. A leading Foreign Ministry 
official reportedly insists that North Korea can not be 
allowed to believe that it can use the seamen as pawns. 


But is it right to opt for sanctions without sufficient 
regard for their sufferings? Furthermore the govern- 
ment’s apparent shift to a tough stance from its earlier 
cautious following the U.S. example seems somewhat 
rash. 


Will the sanctions have any punitive effect on North 
Korea? Or rather will they help North Korea by contrib- 
uling to raising tension in the Korean Peninsula and 
hampering the Seoul Olympics? 


Couldn't Japan have advised South Korea that modera- 
tion was a better means to emphasize the North’s vil- 
lainy? 


The government should have been more cautious about 
the sanctions. If it is not driving the North to the wall, as 
it says, couldn't it at least limit the sanctions to the level 
of those it took at the time of the Rangoon incident? 
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